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Easter Creation
 
INTRO to SCRIPTURE 
 
Today’s reading is from the gospel of 
Mark, generally considered to be the 
earliest written gospel.  The original 
ending of this gospel has a surprise, up-
in-the-air ending, which is what we will 
hear today. 
 
SERMON 
 
Have you ever been afraid to tell 
someone what you have seen?  Maybe, 
you figured no one would believe you.  Or 
maybe you haven’t figured out yet what it 
is exactly that you did see.    
 
Have you ever been afraid to tell 
someone what you believe?  Maybe you 
figured they would think you are, well, a 
bit nuts.  In recent years some of our 
youth have told us that when they go to 
college if they talk about church people 
often look at them funny.  Well, I can tell 
you I know what that feels like.  When 
people ask what I do and I tell them that 
I’m a pastor they often look at me funny. 
Then sometimes they stop talking.  Other 
times they jump right in and tell me way 
too much.  Oh, well.  People make odd 
assumptions about pastors and about 
church. 
 
I recently saw a video of a pastor talking 
about this challenge and suggesting we 
clergy try a different approach. (Jay John, 

faithtap.com) He suggested we start with 
“Well, I work for a global enterprise.”  
 
 
We have franchises in almost every 
country in the world.  We have hospitals 
and schools, soup kitchens and 
community gardens.  We work on 
behavior modification as we work for 
justice and reconciliation.  We welcome 
babies, support families, and sit with the 
dying.  We’re in the people business. 
 
When he tried this approach with a 
woman he met at the airport, she 
responded, “Wow! What do you call this 
organization?”  He smiled and said, “The 
church.”   
 
We are part of this global enterprise. 
 
The authorities of Jesus’ day tried to shut 
down this enterprise. In the crucifixion 
they said a great big NO.  They hoped 
that was that.  But, thank God, it wasn’t.   
 

Where hope seemed hopeless, 
    God rolled back the stone. 
  

When the women were amazed & afraid, 
    God said, “Get going to Galilee.” 
 

In the resurrection – the Easter Creation - 
God said a great big YES. 
 
Today’s up-in-the-air ending has puzzled 
people for centuries.  It’s so unusual that 
people later added other endings to Mark.   
But Mark is not foolish.  His is an action 
packed gospel.  Over and over again he 



uses the word, “Immediately.”  So, now at 
Easter, it makes sense that Christ has 
immediately gone to Galilee, where the 
disciples are to meet him to continue their 
ministries.  
Howard Thurman, a 20th century 
American pastor and civil rights leader, 
spoke of those ministries as, 
 
To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace among people, 
To make music in the heart. 
         
I would add another line:   
    To care for the earth.   
 
What I mean is to live with integrity with 
all creation.  For most of human history 
people clearly recognized that the earth 
cares for us - with water and air, food and 
shelter.   Jesus used these earthy images 
to speak of the eternal Way of God.  He 
referred to the birds of the air and the 
lilies of the field, the mustard seed and 
the sheep in the pasture, living water and 
the bread of life.  His images come from 
the creation of which we are all a part.   
 
Therefore, it makes sense that the early 
church closely connected the date for 
Easter to the rhythms of the earth - to the 
full moon and the spring equinox.  Easter 
is about new, renewed and resurrected 
life in all its mysterious manifestations.   
 
We expect the earth, and God, to care for 
us.  It is only recently that we have begun 
to understand more clearly our 
responsibility to be faithful stewards in 
caring for the earth.   
 

This brings us to today’s new parament.   
(A picture of it is on your bulletin cover.)   
 A while ago I realized there was nothing 
in our sanctuary that indicates our 
particular location. The general character 
of the sanctuary reminds us we are a 
global enterprise.  
I began to yearn for something that 
depicts that we are in Maine. So, I asked 
Catherine Worthington, a local fabric 
artist, to create such a parament for us.   
Earlier, I asked you to share with one 
another what you noticed about the new 
parament.  What did you hear someone 
else say? 
 
First I noticed the pine tree.  It reminds 
me of the pine tree we all climbed at my 
childhood home.  Then I noticed the fish.  
Catherine and I had talked about the sign 
of the fish as an early symbol of 
Christianity.  In addition, a trinity of three 
fish is evocative. Over the years I’ve 
noticed that our world seems to be 
trinitarian in its essence. Three is 
profoundly significant not only in talking 
about God, but also in mathematics, in art 
and in storytelling.   
 
So the third thing I notice is that the 
scene is gorgeous.  It doesn’t show signs 
of the profound environmental challenges 
before us.  In the face of those 
challenges sometimes hope seems 
hopeless.  But Easter calls us to hope in 
the possibilities of stones being rolled 
back.  
 
Even when we are stunned and afraid, 
Easter calls us to get going – to get going 
to our lives and our ministries in this time 
and this place, where Christ is already on 
the loose.   
 



May we live into Easter’s promises, into 
the Easter Creation, for the well-being of 
our time and for the generations to come. 
 


