
   

First Parish Church is open to everyone and welcomes participation  
in the full life, leadership, and ministry of the Church.  

We are a diverse congregation.  
We welcome persons of any race, gender, ethnic origin,  

mental or physical ability, religious tradition, sexual orientation,  
gender identity or expression, and economic circumstances.  

We affirm that the love of Christ for each person knows no bounds. 

Pastor Geoff will be on sabbatical from 

mid May - mid August.  We wish him a restful 

and enriching experience.   
 

Last summer during my sabbatical we 

hired The Rev. Annette Mott to focus on visita-

tion with older adults.  I asked her to focus on 

this ministry because I am increasingly aware 

of how the congregation needs more visitation 

than Geoff and I are presently able to do with 

our other responsibilities.  At the end of the 

summer Annette met with the Deacons to talk 

about her visits and the importance of this 

ministry.  The Deacons are continuing to dis-

cuss our visitation needs. 
 

Our congregation is blessed by the retire-

ment communities in our region - Thornton 

Oaks, The Highlands, Highland Green and 

many smaller condo complexes.  People mov-

ing into these communities bring a multitude 

of gifts and backgrounds to our region and our 

congregation.  We are glad to welcome them 

into our midst.  We have about 20-25 people at 

Thornton Oaks and the same number at the 

Highlands.  We have another 15 people in their 

own homes that are visited by Lay Parish Visi-

tors.  We have at least another 25-50 who are 

in other area nursing homes, assisted living 

facilities  and their own homes who find it  

difficult to attend worship on a regular basis.   

Many of these folk have supported the life of 

First Parish Church over 

the years through their 

leadership and their pres-

ence. Many of the people 

who have recently 

moved to the area pro-

vided years of service in 

the congregations from 

which they came. We do 

not want them to feel alone when they can no 

longer be as active.   
 

Therefore this summer we are also going 

to provide additional pastoral visitation during 

Geoff’s sabbatical.   Although Annette is not 

available this year because she is doing an in-

terim ministry at the church in Gray, the Rev. 

Dr. Ron Baard has agreed to do 6 weeks of 

visitation (July 1-August 15, part time).  He 

will share his experiences with the Deacons at 

the end of the summer.   
 

Other sabbatical support will be provided 

by The Rev. Steve Gray and by the Deacons 

(Erv Snyder and Danielle Keller will each 

preach).  Steve will provide pastoral coverage 

during the time I am on vacation the last two 

weeks of June.   
 

We are blessed by all the people both lay 

and clergy in our congregation who help to 

support the ministries of First Parish Church.  

Thank you. 
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May 3 

Communion 

Mary Baard preaching, Our People 

Ruth 1:15-18 

Baptism; Adult Choir, Chamber Choir 

Planned Giving Event after worship 
  

May 10 

Geoff Parker preaching 

Ephesians 1:15-23   “I Do Not Cease…” 

Adult Choir; Chapel Ringers  
 

May 17 

Children’s Day Musical: All God’s Children 

Junior, Cherub, Westminster Choirs 
  

May 24 

Pentecost 

Mary Baard preaching: Eternal Life 

Adult Choir; Parish Ringers; Chamber Choir 

Strengthen the Church Special Offering 

 

May 31 

Mary Baard preaching 

Adult Choir; Westminster Choir 

4-Cs Facilities Conversation after worship 

 

On Pentacost, May 24th, First Parish Church will collect a special “Strengthen the Church” offering. 

Strengthen The Church is a special mission offering to reimagine and build the future of the UCC. As God 

calls our congregations to be church in new ways, your gift will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in 

existing churches, and develop spiritual life in our youth and young adults. Because of this offering, many 

more will hear the good news that “God is still speaking.” 

 

Since 2004, Stillspeaking has worked with thousand of UCC 

churches and individuals across the country to extend an ex-

travagant welcome to all -  because no matter who you are, or 

where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here. Your 

gifts for this special offering will be received throughout the 

month of May. 

Thank you! 

In May we will explore the parables that Jesus 

told, and the ways in which God provides enough 

for all. 

Church School will continue through June 7th, 

with the exception of the May 17th Children’s  

Musical, All God’s Children. 

Windows On...Food        Family Dinner in March 
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Dear Friends at First Parish, 

 

In this Pilgrims’ Progress, you have seen news from Pastor 

Mary that I will be taking a sabbatical from May 17th to 

August 15th this summer. First, I want to thank you for the 

ways you, as a congregation, encourage the staff to share 

some ministry tasks while I am away. I will be thinking of you all, and the support of this community, as I 

reflect on how we continue to offer community and care through ministry in the church during this time. 

 

Next, I want to let you know some of my plans. This will be my first pastoral sabbatical in my career, so I 

will be learning a new pace of rest, renewal, and exploration. I will have several development experiences, 

including the Youth Ministry Initiative at Yale Divinity School, the Iona Community in Scotland, and 

the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center outside of Chicago, IL. I will also spend time with extended family 

and friends, everywhere from Cape Cod to Montreal. And, of course, I will also rest and reflect right here in 

Maine. I hope you will keep me in your prayers, and that you know you will be in mine. 

 

Peace, 

Geoff 

An Ecclesiastical Council is a very special 

event in the life of an Association, a Local 

Church, and the Candidate for Ordination.  It 

comes as a result of a long process of dis-

cernment and training in responding to a 

sense of call to ordained ministry.  

 

 On Sunday, June 7, 2015 at 2:30 in the 

sanctuary we will host an Ecclesiastical 

Council for the Cumberland Association 

of the Maine Conference of the United 

Church of Christ.  The purpose of this 

council is to discern Elliott Munn’s readi-

ness for ordination.  Elliott will share his 

ordination paper with those present, which 

will include delegates from other churches of 

the Cumberland Association.   

 

Anyone is invited, and encouraged, to attend 

this special event, although only official dele-

gates to the Cumberland Association will be 

allowed to vote.   

If Elliott is approved for ordina-

tion, then he will wait until he 

receives an official call to serve a 

church.  At that time there will 

be a service of ordination. 

  

Elliott is a member of our con-

gregation.  He joined us when he 

was a student at Bowdoin Col-

lege. Elliott is graduating from 

Yale Divinity School this May. 

For the last several years, he has been meet-

ing with the FPC discerning committee 

which includes Ann Barry, Ron Kurtz, 

Shirsten Lundblad, Kathy Lyon, Martin 

Damiani, and Mary Baard.  

 

The Discernment Team of FPC has enthusi-

astically affirmed Elliott’s readiness for ordi-

nation and requested that the Church and 

Ministry Committee of the Cumberland As-

sociation call an Ecclesiastical Council.   
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Discussions about Facilities continues on next page 

Attention Stitchers and  

Craftspeople 
We are looking for folks who embroider,  needlepoint, quilt, and do  

other crafts to contribute materials to a table for the Halls of Holly 

Christmas Fair. If you are spring cleaning, or just want to check for 

unused supplies, we are interested in frames, hoops, needles, thread, 

counted cross-stitch or wool for needlepoint. Used or unwanted patterns 

and fabric are also welcome. FMI: Rosemary Roberts  725-7232 or 

Donna Thompson  725-7430. 
 

Let’s Get Goin’! 

 

Recent post-Easter messages from Pastor Mary and Pastor Geoff have 

focused on Jesus’ exhortation to his disciples to carry his ministry to 

the world, to “Get Goin.’”  That ministry has been carried intact to 

every continent reaching far and wide, including Mid Coast Maine and 

First Parish, Brunswick.   
 

Our ministry at First Parish Church is, in some significant part, inter-

twined with our facilities as a medium through which Christ’s ministry 

is continued.  Over the almost three hundred years of this ministry, the 

form of our facilities has changed many times:  Meeting Houses in 

new locations; Meeting Houses replacing older Meeting Houses; and 

Sanctuaries replacing Sanctuaries.   
 

Along the way, changes were completed to many of these edifices to the pleasure of some, and to the dismay 

of others.  While there is much to be said for honoring tradition, tradition that handcuffs changes that would 

allow the church to grow and adapt to meet pressing needs will frustrate the mission of our ministry.   

 

We have before us the opportunity to respond to a variety of plans for improvements of our facilities to allow 

us to address those pressing needs.  At the 4-C’s meeting following worship on April 19, a modest turnout of 

interested members expressed a wide variety of views on the several plans under consideration.  We need 

wider participation to make this important decision.  We need you.   
 

The broad-based, special committee studying our facilities needs will continue to gather information to sharp-

en our focus and fill-in those areas needing additional data.  There will be another 4-C’s meeting on facilities 

following worship on Sunday, May 31, at which time you will have an opportunity to contribute to the deci-

sion-making process. Please plan to attend this meeting.   
 

In the meantime, watch for a link on our website to the schematics and information  having to do with the 

meeting on April 19th. 
 

Your views are important to the mix.  Let’s Get Goin’!  Thanks.   
 

For the Church Council, Peace, Grace and Love, 

Ken Thorson, Chair 

Prisca Kenison photo 
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The Labyrinth in the Woods: A Community Resource 
The Outdoor Labyrinth Project, in honor of Susan Fitzgerald, has not yet 

reached its goal of $35,000. (To date: $13,600.) We will continue to accept   

donations during the coming weeks, and will keep you all informed as to our 

ongoing success. 

 

We hope if you have not had a chance to contribute that you would do so. We 

are grateful for whatever gift you are able to give, no matter how small or large. 

 

Thank you! 

 

Greetings, 

Thanks to the 80 or so of you who stayed after worship on April 19th 

to participate in the 4Cs facilities meeting on the Fist Parish Church 

Connectedness Projects. We were pleased to have such a robust dis-

cussion about our present facilities and proposed next steps. The pow-

er point presentation from that meeting describing the proposed 

changes to the sanctuary and Pilgrim House is now on the FPC web-

site, as is the draft Case Statement that we provided as a handout. We 

are drafting a list of "Frequently Asked Questions" that will be posted 

on the website as well. Please be sure to peruse these documents if 

you haven't yet. Hard copies will be available in the church office. 

  

 

Our next 4Cs on facilities will be after worship on Sunday, May 31st. The Facilities Team will provide a 

status update at this meeting. We encourage all of you -- especially those of you have not yet been able to 

attend a 4Cs on facilities -- to stay and participate in the conversation. Children are welcome. 

 

As we explained at the April 19th meeting, we are presently in the Planning Study phase of this process. This 

means we are gathering information, conducting interviews, and holding meetings about the proposed facili-

ties changes we presented at the meeting. Helping us with this work are Peter Heinrichs and Susan Lewis of 

Full Harvest Fundraising. The results of the Planning Study will be presented to the Ministry Forum at our 

retreat on June 6th and to the congregation at the semi-annual meeting on June 14th. Our hope is that this re-

port will indicate the congregation is ready to move forward with the full Feasibility Study and will grant at 

the June 14th meeting the necessary authorization to do so.  

 

The Feasibility Study stage will include procuring architectural plans, solid building cost estimates, and other 

preliminary plans needed to give us a more solid idea of the funds needed to upgrade our facilities. We antici-

pate that this work will be done over the summer and fall of 2015. Once it has been completed we will report 

our findings to the congregation and will seek the congregation's assent to initiate a capital campaign. 

 

Please feel free to reach out to any one of the Facilities Team members listed below to share your thoughts or 

questions. 

  

Thanks, 

John Pearson, Kevin Hart, Mark Patrick, Bill Ferdinand, Len Westra, Kristi Hatrick 

Prisca Kenison photo 
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 On Sunday, May 17, members of the Cherub, Junior and Westminster Choirs will present Stan    

Graner’s All God’s Children as part of the Sunday morning worship service. This musical was conceived as a 

vehicle for youth to express their faith, their fears and their everyday life situations. Stan Graner met with  

students of Christ United Methodist Church (for whom this musical was written) on several occasions and 

listened to them talk about the things they struggled with in their daily 

lives.  

 

From that discussion, he crafted this musical in a refreshing and uplifting 

way that enables us all to celebrate that, indeed, all of us are God’s       

children.  

 

 

I appreciated the conversations we had in March regarding “being 

mortal.”   On May 13, I have been  invited to have a similar conversa-

tion with folks at Thornton Oaks. 

 

As a follow up to those conversations I am offering an opportunity to 

talk about “Eternal Life” during the month of May.  Again, there are 

three opportunities.  Feel free to come to any session.  They will all be 

in Pilgrim House. 

 

Sunday, May 24, 11:15 am-12:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, May 27, 1:00 - 2:30 pm, Chapel 

Monday, June 1, 7:00-8:30 pm, Chapel  
 

If you would like to read something in preparation, I recommend Eternal Life:  A New Vision  by John 

Shelby Spong.  The subtitle for the book is “Beyond Religion, Beyond Theism, Beyond Heaven and Hell.” In 

this spiritual autobiography, Bishop Spong explores his lifelong questions about God and death and shares 

what he has come to believe about eternal life.  You may find his thinking liberating or you may find it unset-

tling.  Either way he helps us to consider the ways in which our tradition has shaped us to think about the 

eternal in the midst of the mortal.   

 

Hope you will join me for one of these conversations. 

Mary 
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Planned Giving Message 
 

In our regular offerings we are returning a portion 

of the generous gifts that God provides to us. In 

thinking about our regular offering the question is 

not, “How much should I give to the church?,” but 

rather, “How do I appropriately respond to God’s 

generosity in my life?” 

 

When you express your values through an ongoing 

gift to the church’s mission and ministry, you 

touch many lives. And Planned Giving, through 

your will, trust, insurance, or other action, is a last-

ing invaluable way to extend your Christian wit-

ness far beyond your own lifetime. 

 

 

On Sunday, May 3, after worship, we will have the  

opportunity to hear all about the project to find historic 

documents from church closets, bank vaults and town 

clerk offices across New England. The Congregational 

Library and Archives (Boston) is doing a search and 

rescue mission to preserve 17th 

and 18th Century church rec-

ords. First Parish loaned them 

boxfuls this past fall for digiti-

zation. Dr. Margaret Bendroth, 

Executive Director, will share 

some of their discoveries with 

us. Please join us! 
 

March was a strong month for First Parish financially.  Pledge and reg-

ular giving was well over budget which caught us up from our slower 

months of January and February.  Expenses are also essentially on 

budget year-to-date despite the very cold and snowy winter we had.  

The property next door that we own, 185 Park Row, is fully rented and 

operating in the black.  And our endowment has gained approximately 

$22,000 in value through the first quarter of this year.  While we don't 

have a lot of cushion, we are in a solid position at this point in the year 

thanks to everyone who has been generous and financially supported the church and its mission. 

 

We also had our first Birthday Club birthday cake last Sunday after church.  It was a pleasure to see many of 

you while I was slicing and serving!  Special thank you to our Birthday Club members that we celebrated - 

January:  Geoff Parker, Hannah Dow and Patricia Parker; February: Rebecca Hawkins and Donald Rose; 

March: Gerry Orem and Gil Schneidewind; April: Skip Orem; May:  Fred Pease; October:  Susan Nourse and 

Emma Dow. If your birthday is in January, February or March, it's not too late to join the Birthday Club.  And 

we're especially looking for all of the folks with birthdays in April, May and June.  (And I'm among that 

group!!)  Please consider joining the Birthday Club by contributing $1 for each year you are celebrating, or 

whatever amount is comfortable for you.  There are envelopes in the pews for this purpose or you can just 

note "Birthday Club" and the month of your birthday on a check made payable to First Parish Church.  Thank 

you for considering this little extra to help ensure First Parish can meet all of its goals this year - thought-

provoking worship services, beautiful music, outstanding educational programs and service in our greater 

community. 

 

Enjoy these days of Spring, whether sunny or dreary.  At least they don't involve shoveling! 

Wendy Suehrstedt, Treasurer 
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Many of you have already submitted wonderful recipes on paper, but we 

want to try something different. On Saturday, May 2, at 5:00 in Fellowship 

Hall, we invite you to participate in our first pot luck. Consider this a 

Spring Fling! The first event of the 300th Anniversary Celebration! A Fel-

lowship Dinner for many more than eight! At the very least, this will be a 

fun, relaxed and delicious way to submit your favorite recipe in real life and 

taste others. We'll also guarantee that you'll see old friends and meet new 

ones.   

 

So, bring a dish ready to serve, with enough servings for your group -- and, 

yes, bring your family and friends! We'll set up serving tables for general 

categories: appetizers, entrees, salads and breads, and desserts.  Please bring 

a copy of the recipe and general directions with your dish.  And don't wor-

ry. It will all work out -- even if we end up sharing one lasagna and 20 pies. 

It's all for a fun cause. 

 

And keep those recipes coming. So far, you've submitted recipes for appetizers (2), salads (2), dressings (2), 

soups (5), vegetables (5), breads (3), entrees (17), and desserts (13). Thank you! 

 

Tastefully submitted, 

Cindy Girardin, Nancy Hoffman, Margo Knight, Connie Rose, Ruth Thibodeau, and Lois Widmer 

Habitat for Humanity/7 Rivers 

Walk to Build    May 3 
Packets are available in the church office and after 

worship in the Vestry for this year’s walk, which 

takes place on Sunday May 3 at 2 PM. The four-

mile route will begin and end at St. Charles Church 

in Brunswick. At the halfway point, they will pause 

for the Faith Build 

Groundbreaking ceremony 

on Hope Lane. 

 

If you want to support 

Pastor Geoff  

Cancer Society’s Relay for Life 

May 15-16 
It is time to think about Spring and with Spring 

comes The American Cancer Society’s  Relay for 

Life. The dates this year are May 15-16. First Par-

ish is forming a team called “A Caring Spirit,” and 

we want YOU! We have lots of 

fun and have been extremely 

successful in the past. For more 

information as to what is in-

volved in being a member of  

“A Caring Spirit,” look for a 

table during fellowship time 

after worship in the Vestry, or you may call co-

captains Ruth Thibodeau (729-3190) and Janet 

Roberts (729-8967). 
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 Prayers for: The family of Joan Hall, who died on March 29, 2015. Her service was held here on April 3. 

The family of Fred Barstow, who died on April 6, 2015. His service will be held here on May 2 at 11:00 

am. The family of Bill Geoghegan, who died on April 25, 2015. His service will be held here on Saturday, 

May 9 at 11:00 am. 

 Prayers for: Susan Fitzgerald, Gil Schneidewind, Sally Twine, Dave Girardin 

 Pilgrim Lodge Summer Camp Registration: The deadline for scholarships through 

First Parish is    Monday, May 4. Please call or email Becky Wilkoff at 729-7331 or 

bwilkoff@firstparish.net.  

 The Caregivers’ Support Group meets each Monday at 2:00 pm in Pilgrim House 

Parlor.   FMI, please call the church office at 729-7331. 

 The Grief Support Group will  meet on Wednesdays at 2 PM in the Parlor. FMI, 

please call the church office at 729-7331. 

 The Advanced Cancer Support Group meets twice a month. If you are interested in more information, 

please call the church office or Jeanne Tuttle at 721-0721. 

  A reminder: sermons, our Weekly Email, and the monthly newsletter (Pilgrims’ Progress)  can be ac-

cessed via our website:  http://www.firstparish.net.  

 

I am planning my second pancake breakfast to benefit Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program, May 30, 2015. 

Would you please volunteer? Volunteers will help me set-up, cook and clean-up. Donations are welcome! 

Please contact me, Max Keller, at 725-6548 or my Mom, Danielle, at keller_danijoy@yahoo.com 

Tires have a big impact on the environment. By maintaining them 

properly, you help conserve the energy and resources that would go 

into making new ones, prevent the pollution generated by tire produc-

tion, and save gasoline. Keeping tires properly inflated preserves the 

life of the tires, and saves gas. Under-inflation can waste up to 5% of a 

car’s fuel by increasing “rolling resistance.” Car owners can substan-

tially boost their cars’ fuel efficiency by simply putting more air in their tires. 

Masato Kumoi Saxophone Quartet to 

Perform Here 
 

The Masato Kumoi Saxophone Quartet will present a 

concert on Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 7:30 pm here 

at First Parish Church.  This Japanese saxophone 

quartet will be Artists-in-Residence at the Frederick L. 

Hemke Saxophone Institute, part of the Snow Pond Music Festival, at the 

New England Music Camp in Sydney, ME during the second week (8-12) 

in June.  The quartet members wanted to present a concert outside the 

camp environment as part of their community outreach while traveling in 

this country.  There will be a "free will" offering at the concert and the 

quartet will donate any monies collected to campers attending the Snow 

Pond Music Festival.  A link to the Snow Pond Music Festival is       
http://snowpondmusicfestival.com 

NEW UPDATED  

WEBSITE 
Thanks to David Gillis for all 

the hours of graphic design 

that he donated to provide us 

with a new updated website. 

We appreciate his generosi-

ty.  If you haven't seen it go to 

www.firstparish.net.  We are 

still working on staff training 

so that we can update the site 

more regularly.   

mailto:keller_danijoy@yahoo.com
http://snowpondmusicfestival.com
http://www.firstparish.net
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Mary E. Baard, Senior Pastor (mbaard@firstparish.net) 

Geoff Parker, Associate Pastor (gparker@firstparish.net)  
Ray E. Cornils, Minister of Music (rcornils@firstparish.net) 

Becky Wilkoff, Children’s Ministries Coordinator (bwilkoff@firstparish.net) 
Amanda Similien, Youth Ministries Coordinator 

Jane M. Connors, Office Administrator (jconnors@firstparish.net) 
Steve Williams, Business Administrator (swilliams@firstparish.net) 

Peggy Mast, Collector (fpcaccounting@firstparish.net) 
Karen Leland, Chapel Ringers Director 

Carol Elowe, Accompanist 

 
 
 
 

Office is located at 9 Cleaveland Street, Brunswick Maine 04011 
Church Office Phone Number:  207 729-7331 

Church Office Fax Number:  207 729-4512 
Website:  www.firstparish.net 

 
Our buildings are accessible to the physically challenged. 
Office Hours: Monday -  Thursday: 9:00 AM t0 5:00 PM     

Friday:   9:00 AM -  1:00 PM 


