
   

First Parish Church is open to everyone and welcomes participation  
in the full life, leadership, and ministry of the Church.  

We are a diverse congregation.  
We welcome persons of any race, gender, ethnic origin,  

mental or physical ability, religious tradition, sexual orientation,  
gender identity or expression, and economic circumstances.  

We affirm that the love of Christ for each person knows no bounds. 

Annual Meeting of First Parish Church, UCC 

Brunswick, Maine     June 14, 2015 

directly following an abbreviated  

worship service.  

Report from the Nominating Committee  

Report on the Results of the Planning Study 

Vote on Feasibility Study. 

Blessing Geoff to send him on Sabbatical 

All God’s Children Musical 
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Summer Worship -  2015 

June 7 

Elliott Munn preaching 

Communion 

Adult Choir and Chamber Choir 
 

June 14 

Mary Baard preaching 

Semi-Annual Meeting after shortened worship 
 

June 21 

Erv Snyder preaching 

Chapel Ringers 
 

June 28 
Danielle Keller preaching 
 

July 5, 12, 10 

Mary Baard preaching: Series on the Psalms 
 

July 26 

Shirsten Lundblad 

preaching 
 

August 2 

Mary Baard preaching 

Communion 
 

August 9 

Ron Baard preaching 
 

August 16 

Geoff Parker preaching 
 

August 23,30 

Mary Baard preaching 

One Friday in May a gathering of 200 people 

from the Maine Development Association  met in 

our sanctuary.  The request to use our space came 

from the Brunswick Downtown Association, of 

which we are a member.  As they said, there is no 

other place on Maine Street that will hold 200 peo-

ple.  The people who gathered were from down-

town associations across the state.  They were dis-

cussing how to repurpose historic downtown build-

ings and streets for life in the 21st century. 
 

As I welcomed association members to our 

sanctuary, I shared with them some of our history 

and our challenges for worshipping in this space in 

these days.  Several people told me how glad they 

were to have a chance to be in the sanctuary,       

because they had never been before.  They also 

were interested to learn about changing worship 

styles and the church’s involvement in the wider 

community.  It was an interesting day. 
 

As the Facilities Team continues to explore pos-

sibilities for adaptations to the sanctuary and Pil-

grim House, we have hired consultants Peter Hein-

richs and Susan Lewis to have individual conversa-

tions with a sampling of the congregation and with 

members of the wider community to help us clarify 

a proposal.  Increasingly, we are realizing the advis-

ability of including members of the wider commu-

nity, who are not part of the congregation, in our 

conversations. 
 

From the beginning of First Parish’s life, our 

sanctuaries have also been meeting houses for the 

community and the college.  In fact our first build-

ing, (which was  further south on Maine Street, in 

front of the cemetery on the left, just after the inter-

section with Pleasant Hill Rd) was called the Meet-

ing House.  At that time the town and the church 

were so intertwined that the building was used for 

all town meetings as well as worship on Sundays.  

When we moved to our present location it was at 

the request and with the help of Bowdoin College.  

They wanted a church building next to campus.  

The second sanctuary on this site, (the one we have 

now) was specifically built with the needs of 

Bowdoin College as well as the congregation’s, in 

mind. 

 

As we look to the future we will continue to 

discern the spiritual needs of the congregation  

along with ways to serve the wider community.  

There is information on the church website to let 

you know what is being considered.  I hope you 

will make an effort to be present at the semi-annual 

meeting on June 14 for this conversation. 
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Our next 4Cs meeting (Congregational Conversations with Church 

council) on facilities will be Sunday, May 31st directly following 

an abbreviated worship. We encourage all of your - especially those 

of you who have not yet been able to attend a 4Cs in facilities - to 

stay and participate in the conversation. Children are welcome. 

 

As we explained at our April 19th 4Cs meeting, we are presently in 

the Planning Study phase of our facilities review process. This 

means we are gathering information, conducting interviews, and 

holding meetings about the proposed facilities changes we present-

ed at the meeting. Helping us with this work are Peter Heinrichs 

and Susan Lewis of  Full Harvest Fundraising.  

 

The results of the Planning Study will be presented to the Ministry 

Forum at our retreat on June 6th and to the congregation at the semi

-annual meeting on June 14th. Our hope is that this report will indi-

cate that the congregation is ready to move forward with a full    

Feasibility Study and will grant at the June 14th meeting the necessary authorization to do so. 

 

Please plan to attend the semi-annual meeting directly following worship on Sunday, June 14th, to hear 

the results of the Planning Study and vote to hopefully move forward with the full Feasibility Study. 

 

The Feasibility Study phase will include procuring architectural plans, more precise building cost estimates, 

and other preliminary plans needed to give us a more solid idea of the funds needed to upgrade our facilities. 

We anticipate that this work will be done over the summer and fall of 2015. Once it has been completed we 

will report our findings to the congregation and will seek the congregation’s assent to initiate a capital cam-

paign. 
  

For more information about the facilities modifications currently under consideration, please find on the FPC 

website a list of Frequently Asked Questions about FPC facilities and the responses thereto, the Case State-

ment, and the power point that the Facilities Team presented on Sunday, April 19th. You may find these 

items on the site under News --> Recent News. "FPC Connectedness Projects Explore Facilities" is at the top 

of the list of Recent News items. Click on "More" for a recap of the April 19th meeting. If you click on the 

"MESSAGE FROM THE FACILITIES TASK FORCE" you will be taken to the Connectedness Project 

2017, with links to the power point, the case statement and to the Frequently Asked Questions.  

 

You are also welcome to contact any member of the Facilities Team directly with questions: John Pearson 

(Stewardship), Len Westra (Property), Kevin Hart (Finance), Mark Patrick (past Council), Bill Ferdinand and 

Kristi Hatrick (Council). 
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On Sunday, June 7, 

2015, at 2:30 in the sanc-

tuary we will host an Ec-

clesiastical Council for 

the Cumberland Associ-

ation of the Maine Con-

ference of the United 

Church of Christ.  The 

purpose of this council is 

to discern Elliott 

Munn’s readiness for 

ordination.   
 

Elliott will share his ordination paper with those pre-

sent, which will include delegates from other churches 

of the Cumberland Association.   

 

All are invited, and encouraged, to attend this special 

event, although only official delegates to the Cumber-

land Association will be allowed to vote.   

Elliott is a member of our congregation, joining us 

when he was a student at Bowdoin College. Elliott is 

graduating from Yale Divinity School this month. 

 

Church School continues through June 7th.  We’ll 

have a year end party on the playground following 

worship to celebrate another fun year.  

 

 

Children age 4 and old-

er may begin the morn-

ing in church, attend the 

children’s moment, and 

then gather on the play-

ground behind Pilgrim 

House for a brief les-

son, crafts and games.  

Children age 3 and 

younger may go to the 

nursery in Pilgrim 

House before worship begins.   

A Special Prayer from Susan Fitzgerald   

Some of our gardeners  
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Children of Parishioners:  High School 
 

Quinn W. Coulombe, son of Sarah Parker and Alan Leclerc, College of South-

ern Nevada High School; will attend the College of Southern Nevada. 

Olivia Dumont, BHS, daughter of Kate and Rodney Dumont; will attend Uni-

versity of Maine at Farmington. 

Anna Ferdinand, BHS, daughter of Bill and Catherine Ferdinand; will attend 

Davidson College in Davidson, NC. 

John Parker VI, BHS, son of Karen and John Parker V; will attend Eastern CT 

College. 

Julia Rider, BHS, daughter of Todd and Karen Rider; will attend University of 

Maine Honors College in  Orono. 

Allie Ring, BHS, daughter of Geno and Christina Ring; will attend Bowdoin College. 

Ian Schlosser, BHS, son of Jack and Marlena Schlosser; will attend University of Southern Maine. 

Chloe Teboe, BHS, daughter of Brenda Mower-Teboe and Dana Teboe; will attend Emerson College Honors 

Program in Boston. 

Parker Wild, Phillips Exeter Academy, son of Susan and Mark Wild, grandson of John and Judith Parker, 

Jacqueline Wild and the late John Wild;  will attend Princeton. 

 

Colleges: 
 

Evan Didisheim, son of Leslie Hunt and Pete Didisheim, graduated cum laude from Northeastern University. 

Kate Spies, daughter of Bonnie and Chip Spies, graduated from Honors College at UMO and will continue at 

Veterinary School of Medicine in Washington State.  

Alex Spies, twin brother of Kate, graduated from Olin College of Engineering in Mechanical Engineering. 

 

Grandchildren of Parishioners: 
 

Dylan Delaney, grandson of Carol and Richard Jack, graduated from University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

Monica Derr, granddaughter of Virginia Derr, graduated from Franciscan University in Steubanville, OH. 

Sally Elizabeth Harper, granddaughter of Edna Stoddard, graduated from St. John’s College in Annapolis, 

MD. 

Taylor Oddleifson, grandson of Christina Oddleifson, graduated from Williams College. 

Ellen Dunlavey, granddaughter of Christina, graduated from Natick, MA High School and will attend Ameri-

can University after a gap year in Belgium. 

 

More pictures from the Children’s Musical 
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Summer is for vacations, but . . . 
 

As we approach the summer solstice, our thoughts 

turn to vacation planning and breaks from routine, 

routine being what we do from week to week the 

remainder of the year.  A part of that routine in-

cludes our support of FPC with our attendance, our 

volunteer efforts and our financial contributions. 

The trouble with vacations from routine is that FPC 

does not take one.  Keep that in mind as you take 

your break from routine.  Remember that FPC will 

be here all summer long, week in, week out, and 

you need to be a part of FPC’s sustaining support.   

 

But wait, there’s still more to do before summer  

arrives.  June 14 is our annual meeting for selecting 

our officers, committees and teams for 2015-2016.  

Additionally, at the annual meeting, Church Council 

will present the results of the extraordinary infor-

mation collection effort to move forward in address-

ing our need to improve our facilities, including the 

Sanctuary, the Vestry and Pilgrim House.  The op-

The Music Committee is pleased to announce the 30th Season of our 

Summer Organ Concerts. The concerts begin on Tuesday, July 14th, 

and run for six Tuesdays through August 18th. They start at 12:10 PM in the sanctuary.  

Suggested donation at the door: $5.00 
 

 

The Music Committee welcomes your sponsorship of these concerts. Checks can be sent to 

the church office with a notation of  “Summer Organ Concerts.” Thank you! 

tions will be explained and the Congregation will 

express its will with their votes.    

 

There have been multiple opportunities for the Con-

gregation to gain an understanding of what we have 

learned about our facilities and how they may be 

improved.  It has been our intention that you be a 

part of that process and that there will be no surpris-

es when we come together to vote.   

 

None of this would have matured in readiness for a 

Congregational vote were it not for the incredible 

efforts of the Ad Hoc Facilities Committee.  Our 

many thanks and deepest gratitude go to Kristi Hat-

rick, Bill Ferdinand, Mark Patrick, Kevin Hart, John 

Pearson, and Len Westra for helping us wade 

through the myriad details to get to this point.  They 

were there for you.  Be there for them on June 14.  

Thanks.      

Peace, Grace and Love to all, 
 

Ken Thorson  



 7 

Relay for Life is over for another year. Because of 

the generous support of First Parish members, our 

team, A Caring Spirit was very successful. We had 

11 members who raised over $5,000.00 to make us 

a Gold Team for the third year in a row and the sec-

ond highest fund raising team at the Relay. By the 

end of the event 42 teams had raised $62,645.00. 

That money will go a long way in researching cures 

for cancer. Thank you so much for your support, 

Janet Roberts and Ruth Thibodeau, co-captains. 

When Edwin Rich joined the First Parish Church choir in 2004, Minister of 

Music Ray Cornils sent him a note of welcome. Ed was pleased to have some-

one of Ray’s caliber as director, and he became a church member the next 

year. 

 

As a child, Ed began singing with his family on a dairy farm in central Maine, 

sometimes accompanying them on an old Estey parlor pump organ. After 

graduating from the University of Maine with a degree in electrical engineer-

ing, he worked in Cleveland (where he also studied organ), served in World 

War II, obtained his Master’s degree at MIT, and settled down in Massachu-

setts with his wife and three children. He, and his wife Ruth, chose Woolwich 

for retirement, and eventually Ed moved to the Highlands. First Parish became 

“his” church, and the music fed his soul. 

 

After Ed’s death, at his daughter Martha’s home in New Hampshire, we were pleased to learn that he had left 

$15,000 in his will to support a future concert or fund the commissioning of a new work of music for First 

Parish Church.  

Ed’s gift will feed our souls at some future date. Thank you, Ed! 
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an opportunity to hear State Rep. Michael Devin  

speak about marine issues important to Maine 
 

What is the effect of increasing ocean acidification on Maine's fishing 

industry and how will that impact our state's economy?  How will our 

communities be affected by rising sea levels?  What about pervasive 

plastic in our environment?  Is marine debris a problem for our coast-

line? 

 

These are some of the questions that will be addressed by Rep. 

Devin.  A marine biologist and graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, Devin's research has been in the field 

of aquaculture.  He currently works as a hatchery manager at the University of Maine's Darling Marine 

Center.  Rep. Devin is a member of our legislature's Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources and 

he is actively seeking legislative action on these and other issues of concern to Maine. 

 

Rep. Devin will be speaking at 7:00 pm on June 5th at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Bruns-

wick.  This event is sponsored by the Three Churches Earth Care. (First Parish, Unitarian Universalist and 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church) All are welcome to attend this non-sectarian, free, and open-to-the-public 

event.  Become more aware of how unhealthy oceans affect our lives and how to join efforts to address 

these issues. 

We're excited to share the progress on the cookbook 

we're publishing for FPC's 300th anniversary. You've 

submitted more than 100 recipes! We've selected a 

cookbook publisher and we've started entering those 

recipes into their database. The pot luck on May 2 was a 

delicious success with a fairly even distribution of main 

dishes, vegetables, salads, breads, and lots of desserts! 

(We're planning another potluck for the fall, so watch 

this space!) The committee members have taken re-

sponsibility for the different categories (see the list be-

low) and you may be hearing from us with any ques-

tions or requests for more recipes in a specific category. 

 

In the coming months, we'll be typing recipes, testing 

recipes, and adding history and context to make this a cookbook that celebrates the role that food has in our 

fellowship at First Parish. We're still collecting recipes and it would make the book even more special to have 

a favorite one from you! 

 

Tastefully submitted, Cindy Girardin (Entrees), Nancy Hoffman (Desserts), Margo Knight (Vegetables and 

Breakfast), Connie Rose (Soups), Ruth Thibodeau (Appetizers and Breads), and Lois Widmer (Salads and 

Dressings) 
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 Prayers for: Susan Fitzgerald, Sally Twine, Rollin Haynes, 

David Girardin, Bev Brown. 

 Sympathy is expressed to David Bellville and Ray Cornils on 

the death of David’s mother, Joyce, on May 17th.  

 The Caregivers’ Support Group meets each Monday at 2:00 

pm in Pilgrim House Parlor.   FMI, please call Judy Bauman 

at 729-1219. 

 The Grief Support Group  meets on Wednesdays at 2 pm in 

the Parlor. FMI, please call Virginia Derr at 725-4147. 

 The Advanced Cancer Support Group meets twice a month. If you are interested in more information, 

please call the church office or Jeanne Tuttle at 721-0721. 

 This is a reminder that sermons, our Weekly Email, and the monthly newsletter (Pilgrims’ Progress)  can 

be accessed via our website:  http://www.firstparish.net.  

 

A Quiet Day will be held at the home of Nola Denslow, 301 Allen Point Road in Harpswell on June 19th. If 

you are able to come, please email Nola at noladenslow@yahoo.com, or call 833-6767 for times and direc-

tions. 

 

There will not be any Fellowship Breakfasts in June, July and August, but will resume the third Sunday in        

September. Thanks to all of the crew who helped throughout the year, and to all of you who attended! 

 

Yes, there will be a Clothing and Linen Sale, but not until September this year. Please save the dates: Sep-

tember 11 and 12. Save some time in your schedule to help, and also save your donations. More information 

to follow. 

April was a more difficult month for First Parish financially. Pledge income was 

$6,200 below budget.  Total income was $3,400 below budget.  Our expenses were 

$4,200 over budget due to higher than anticipated maintenance expense.  Income 

under budget, expenses over budget . . . Not a good combination!   However, year-

to-date we are very close to being right on budget.  We will be sending out pledge 

status statements in early June.  Please take a look at your statement and make eve-

ry effort to have at least half of your pledge paid by the end of June if possible.  For those who can, it would 

be helpful to have some people pay ahead to be sure we get through the slower summer months in good 

shape.  And of course we're always happy to have some additional people join the Birthday Club.  Our next 

cake will be in September so join now!!   

 

Thank you very much for your financial support of First Parish Church.  You make it possible for the Church 

to continue providing outstanding worship experiences, music that makes our spirits soar, meaningful reli-

gious education classes for both adults and children, and support for many essential services for people in our 

communities.  Thank you!!! 
 

Enjoy your summer!   Wendy Suehrstedt, Treasurer 
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Office is located at 9 Cleaveland Street, Brunswick Maine 04011 
Church Office Phone Number:  207 729-7331 

Church Office Fax Number:  207 729-4512 
Website:  www.firstparish.net 

 
Summer Office Hours: Monday -  Thursday: 9:00 AM t0 3:00 PM     

Friday:   9:00 AM -  1:00 PM 

Mark Friday, June 26 on your calendar with a big , for that is the day the First 

Parish choirs  will be holding their annual strawberry festival.  Come to the gazebo 

on the Brunswick Mall from 11 to 2:30 to enjoy homemade strawberry shortcake 

made with local berries and home baked biscuits, strawberry sundaes with gobs of 

whipped cream, or a super-sized delight combining all of the above! There will also 

be strawberry pies and jams made by choir members.  Profits from this sale go     

toward the church’s music program, including the summer organ concerts and the 

spring concert. 


