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Sanctuary 
 
How lovely is God’s dwelling place, and God 
dwells everywhere! 
 
I’ve worshipped in people’s living rooms, in a 
school cafeteria, and in convention centers.  
I’ve worshipped on a hillside, by a lake, and 
in an open air amphitheater.  I’ve worshipped 
in small wooden chapels, in ancient stone 
churches, and in large cathedrals.  I’ve 
worshipped with just a handful of people and 
with thousands gathered together. 
 
What each of these experiences has in 
common, of course, is the people.  Worship 
is the gathering of the people being attentive 
to God’s presence.  As we say, wherever two 
or three ...or two or three thousand... are 
gathered together God is also. 
 
For an established community it is natural to 
designate and ritualize space to gather for 
holy matters.  We call it sanctuary. The word 
sanctuary means a container for that which 
is holy.  Sanctuaries often mark particular 
locations where people have had holy 
encounters or they hold spaces where 
people gather to be open to holy encounters.   
 
Our ancient nomadic Jewish ancestors had 
“the tent of meeting” a literal tent that they 
could take with them, which housed the Ark 
of the Covenant with the tablets of 
commandments - their bible if you will.  
People gathered at the tent just as we gather 
here - to be attentive to God.  
 
This is a wonderful sanctuary space.  It’s fun 
to be here when people come in for the first 
time. Invariably, they look around and say, 
“Wow!”   
 
This is actually the third sanctuary building 
for our congregation. The first one was 
further south on Maine St, by the old 
cemetery.  It was called the Meeting House,  

 
probably because it not only served as 
worship space but also was the meeting 
space for all town gatherings. 
 
The second sanctuary was moved to this 
site, at the request of the then newly formed 
Bowdoin College.  Thus the building could 
serve the congregation, the town and the 
college.  We were often called the College 
Church. 
 
After only 40 years that building was taken 
down, in order for this one to be constructed. 
The needs of the College were still a 
significant consideration.  For example, this 
unusual configuration at the front of our 
sanctuary - a rectangular platform - is here 
so that Bowdoin could easily use the space 
for college events. As I think you all know 
Bowdoin no longer has events here. 
 
It has always been our congregation’s 
priority to pay attention to our spiritual life, 
including sanctuary.  We have also always 
had a commitment to share our space with 
the wider community.    
 
On May 1 there was a gathering, here in the 
sanctuary, of over 200 people from an 
outside group connected to the Brunswick 
Downtown Association of which we are a 
member.  They wanted to meet on Maine 
Street and we are the only space that could 
hold over 200 people.  When I arrived that 
morning to welcome them, one of the leaders 
told me that she had already been asked if 
this was a museum.  In my welcome, I 
assured the group that there is indeed a vital 
and active worshipping community who 
gathers in this building.  I gave thanks for all 
of you. 
 
What makes this building a sanctuary and 
not a museum is us - the people.  


