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WISDOM OF THE PEOPLE
 
INTRO TO SCRIPTURE 
Today’s reading is not found in your pew 
Bible because it is from the Apocrypha.  
The apocryphal writings have a 
complicated history.  They are part of the 
heritage of Jewish sacred texts which the 
early church adopted.  Later the Jewish 
community made the decision not to 
include these writings in their Bible.  
However, you will still find these writings 
incorporated in Catholic Bibles. 
 
I was introduced to today’s passage at a 
seminar I attended in April at Princeton 
Seminary.  The seminar was about a 
modern hand scribed and illuminated 
Bible, called the St. John’s Bible, which 
was commissioned by a Benedictine 
community in Minnesota.  
 
The artwork is captivating and I hope to 
share more of it with you in the future.  
One piece, the face of an old Palestinian 
woman, caught my attention.  It was 
paired with today’s reading in which Holy 
Wisdom is imaged in female form.   
 
SERMON 
Today’s opening hymn was written about 
the time this sanctuary was built and was 
based on the words of Pastor John 
Robinson from two hundred years before 
that when the pilgrims were heading out 
to America. He reassured them that there 
is yet more light and truth to break forth 
from God’s Word. 
 
This hymn expresses the trust embedded 
in Congregational tradition that the Spirit  

 
of God can and does speak in and 
through the people.  You never know 
where the voice of wisdom will arise.   
 
Living into this trust in the last month, we 
the people have had many conversations 
- some with consultants, some with the 
Church Council, and with one another.   
 
Last weekend, at the Ministry Forum - a 
gathering of the congregation’s leaders - 
we heard back from the consultants 
about what they heard from us. (That 
report is on the church website under 
“News.”)  Then this past week the Church 
Council and the Facilities Team had a 
joint meeting and are pleased to bring a 
report and a motion for action to you 
today in the meeting immediately 
following worship. 
 
Your wisdom has been crucial in moving 
us forward.  Here are three things we 
have heard from you: 
     1. Be clear about the process. 
     2. Caring about one another matters. 
     3. We’re ready to begin. 
(You will find responses to each of those 
concerns on the insert, “Church Council Report to 
the Congregation on Facilities, June 2015.”) 

 
Nelson Mandela, a man who spent his life 
seeking wisdom, put it this way, 
     “A good head and a good heart are  
      always a formidable combination.” 
 A good head reminds us to be clear 
about the process. A good heart reminds 
us that our relationships with one another 
are most important.  When we put them 
together we can be ready. 



1. Be clear about the process. 
 

In the desire to be transparent about this 
project, the leadership has often focused 
on sharing the details so that everyone 
can be informed. However, we’ve heard 
from you that sometimes that means 
we’ve all gotten lost in the woods.  You 
can’t see the forest for the trees. 
 
So, the details will continue to be 
available to those who want to explore 
them, but from now on the focus with the 
whole congregation will be on being clear 
about the process by which we are 
making decisions, why we are moving in 
the direction we are, and how and when 
we will continue to make decisions.  
Thank you for making this need clear. 
 

2.  Caring for one another matters.   
 

As I heard one person put it, “As we care 
about the projects, we need to focus on 
caring about one another.”  This means 
being respectful and listening carefully to 
each other.  In our passion or frustration, 
sometimes we start to talk over each 
other and debate the topic, an approach 
that usually means we’ve gotten caught 
up in trying to win.    
         
Seeking wisdom, on the other hand,    
requires listening, pausing, having silent 
moments, being open to new possibilities, 
making room for the presence of God’s 
Spirit to move in and among us.  Thank 
you for bringing this concern to 
consciousness.  
 

3. We’re ready to begin. 
 

Not too long ago I heard someone 
lament, “I don’t think we’ll ever actually do 
anything, we’ll just keep talking about it.”  
Sometimes it has felt that way.  Some of 
the projects have been under 
consideration for a long time and there 

have been a number of bumps in the 
road.  We hope the history on the insert 
page will help to give you a sense of the 
journey of these conversations.  Thank 
you to all the individuals and groups who 
dedicated so much thought, prayer, and 
discernment over the years.  That work is 
the foundation on which this last year’s 
conversations have built. 
 
In the last month we have heard that only 
a few don’t want to do anything.  Most of 
you have expressed ongoing interest and 
enthusiasm for our strategic plan’s vision 
- a vision you all helped to develop 
almost four years ago at the All Church 
Conference.  It is a vision of accessibility, 
intergenerational connection, and wider 
community service.  You have said again 
that you want to have our facilities serve 
that vision.  And many have said, “Let’s 
get going.” 
 
At the Council and Facilities Team 
meeting the other night, when someone 
said, “I think we should do the vestry 
ramp & stairs project now,” we looked 
around and the group realized it is time. 
There was unanimous agreement that we 
are ready.  It was a pivotal and grace 
filled moment.   
 
Our consultants, Peter Heinrichs and 
Susan Lewis, of Full Harvest Fundraising,  
have been saying to us, “You will know 
when you know.”  The other night we 
knew – knew that the Council is ready to 
propose going ahead with this particular 
project now.  Thanks for giving us a push. 
  
You are a wise people. Thanks for 
speaking up.  Through the Spirit’s work in 
and among us more light and truth has 
been revealed.  Thank you and thank 
God. 
 


