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Thirst for Wisdom 
 
INTRO to SCRIPTURE 
 
We are in the second of a six week series 
that parallels what the confirmation class 
is exploring.  Last week we started with 
creation in Genesis 1, where at the end of 
each day God says, “That’s good.” 
    Years ago a woman told me that she 
had been playing with this story at home 
with her young daughter.  The daughter’s 
part was to say, “That’s good,” which she 
did with great gusto.  One morning when 
the daughter didn’t want to get up the 
mother began, “There was darkness 
everywhere and God said, “Let there be 
light’ and there was light.  And God 
said...” She paused and this time her 
daughter responded vehemently, “That’s 
NOT good!”  The daughter was right, of 
course.  As wonderful as creation is, 
there are times when it definitely feels 
not good.   
 
This tension between affirming a good 
creation and the simultaneous awareness 
that all is not right with the world led our 
ancestors in faith to tell stories of 
disruption – a snake in the garden, Cain 
and Abel, the flood. Today we will hear 
the first of those stories found in Genesis 
3 - the story of Adam (the human one) 
and Eve (the living one) and the serpent 
in the garden.   
 
After the reading we will sing a new hymn 
by John Bell.  Please remain seated.  
Wanda will begin the hymn as a solo.  

Feel free to join in as soon as it feels 
right. 
 
SERMON 
This tender and touching hymn speaks 
from that place of knowing that all is not 
right with the world and ponders, “Where 
is God?” Throughout scripture that 
question is in the background as we see 
the interplay between the divine and the 
human.  We go searching for God and 
God comes searching for us.   
 
In the Jewish tradition there is a 
wonderful tradition of using ironic humor 
in the midst of tragedy.  If we continue 
with today’s story of Adam and Eve it 
goes something like this. 
 
God:  Didn’t I tell you not to eat that fruit? 
Adam:  Uh huh. 
God:  Why did you? 
Eve:  Dunno. 
Adam:  She started it! 
Eve:  Did not! 
 
You can imagine a few more ‘did too’ and 
‘did nots’.  We’ve all been a part of such 
exchanges.  Some people have 
suggested that God’s real consequence 
for Adam and Eve were that they would 
have children of their own. 
 
Too much of how we’ve been taught to 
look at this biblical story comes from the 
ruminations of particular theologians from  
long ago, who focused on what they 
called “the fall.”  (The Bible doesn’t use 



 

 

that term.)  In particular these theologians 
blamed Eve (kind of like Adam did). 
Consequently they blamed all women for 
this “original sin.”   
Isn’t it tragic that a story that depicts the 
pain of estrangement has been used so 
vehemently to instigate and perpetuate 
estrangement.  Using the story in that 
way has a sinful character all its own, for 
which the church holds responsibility. 
 
Let’s back away from that approach.   
This story is not a newspaper account of 
history. This is a coming-of-age story.  It 
is about the loss of innocence and the 
wisdom that comes from learning about 
good and evil - even about the shadows 
within ourselves.   
 
The desire for wisdom is not a bad thing 
in itself.  In fact we pray for wisdom.  
However, it is a very complex journey, as 
this story depicts. Sometimes it means 
risking something new and sometimes it 
means holding back and it’s not always 
easy to tell the difference.   
 
This is a story that draws us in, shows us 
our faces in the mirror, and helps us 
laugh at ourselves.  There is nothing 
more deadly than those who take 
themselves too seriously. 
 
The early Hebrew story tellers knew the 
power humor to help us not get stuck in 
the pain.  For example, the crafty snake 
and the naked humans. The Hebrew 
word crafty is arum and the word naked is 
arummim.  This play on words points out 
right away that people are indeed 
exposed to the crafty elements in the 
world.  One translator helps us to get the 
play on words with this translation, “The 
man and the woman were nude, and the 

snake was (oh so) shrewd.”    (John 
Holbert,  Opening the Old Testament, 3/4/11) 
 
When the man and woman see 
themselves in the mirror, become aware 
of their nakedness (their vulnerabilities) 
they decide to cover up with fig leaves. 
Sounds OK to me; but the original 
hearers of this story would most likely 
have responded with a snicker and a 
guffaw.  You see fig leaves aren’t like 
nice soft fern leaves.  They are more like 
#2 sandpaper.  Oh, this is going to be 
rough!   If we can’t laugh, how else will 
we keep going? 
 
Deep within us is a desire to know and be 
known.  That spiritual quest brings deep 
fulfillment and disastrous disruptions. 
 
Like Eve and Adam we too gaze 
longingly at “low hanging fruit.”  Maybe 
this will give us knowledge.  Maybe it’s 
not all that good for us.  We want it 
anyway. It may be a substance or a 
behavior.  It may be something that in 
and of itself is fine, even good in 
moderation.  Yet our behavior around it 
can become addictive. 
 
Humans struggle with substances: 
tobacco, caffeine, sugar, alcohol. 
We struggle with behaviors: 
gambling, trying to please,shopping. 
 
Let’s consider alcohol.  Isn’t it interesting 
that we sometimes call alcohol “spirits.”  
Maybe it’s because it seems to affect our 
spirit and our sense of our spirit.  
 
A number of years ago, I heard James 
Nelson speak about his own experience 
with alcoholism and his theological 
reflections on that experience.  Jim was a 
seminary professor at United Theological 



 

 

Seminary in Minneapolis and he retired to 
Tuscon, AZ.  While we were in Phoenix, 
the annual UCC clergy gathering in the 
Southwest Conference invited him to 
come and speak to us about his book, 
Thirst:  God and the Alcoholic 
Experience.   
 
The title of his book is a reference to 
Psalm 42, My soul thirsts for God, for the 
living God.   He speaks of spiritual thirst 
as “a longing to love and be loved, a 
desire for the source of love, God.”  He 
goes on to say, “When this same longing 
is distorted, it is the origin of our most 
destructive urges and actions.  Then it is 
the soil from which addiction grows.”  (pg. 
28) 
 
If you have read a paper, watched the 
news, or even listened to family and 
friends, you know that we are 
experiencing an epidemic of substance 
addictions.  In particular Maine is 
experiencing an opiate (heroin) epidemic.  
And, at the same time, the state has cut 
back on the number of treatment centers.  
It appears to be a perfect storm. 
 
After worship Geno Ring, who is a drug 
and alcohol rehab counselor who works 
at Brunswick High, and I will be in the 
music rehearsal room off the vestry for a 
conversation about spiritual thirst and 
addictions.  We invite you to join us. 
 
When we try to hide our challenges, our 
“addictions” it can be really rough. 
When we find safe people and safe 
places to bring our shadows into the light  
there is the possibility of being set free. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
  
 


