
   

 

 
  

Christmas  

Blessings 
 

Mary, Geoff, Ray,  

Becky, Amanda,  

Jane, Steve, Peggy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we walk (the way to Bethlehem), our connection with 

something larger than ourselves grows deep within us  

to permeate our spirits. 

      

 

Advent Prayer Flags created by First Parish Church children for Susan Fitzgerald. 
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December 6   Second Sunday of Advent 

Mary Baard preaching: Shepherds 

Adult Choir, Junior and Cherub Choirs, Chapel Ringers 
 

The Tending a Tender Heart Service, directly following 

worship in the sanctuary, will include prayers and candle lighting. There will be an opportunity to light a can-

dle for someone you are holding close to your heart. 
 

December 13 Third Sunday of Advent   

 Christmas Cantata with Orchestra Rutter: Gloria    Adult Choir 
 

December 20        Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Fellowship Breakfast in Pilgrim House from 8:15 -  9:30 AM  

Mary Baard preaching: Mary and Joseph 

Adult Choir, Westminster and Chamber Choirs 
 

Thursday, December 24 4:00 PM Children’s Christmas Pageant: The Shepherd’s Story   Luke 2    

Cherub, Junior Choirs, and Westminster Reunion Choir, Chapel Ringers 
 

Thursday, December 24 7:30 PM Service of Lessons and Carols 

Adult Choir, Chamber Choir, Parish Ringers  Prelude begins at 7:15 PM 
 

December 27     First Sunday after Christmas 

Mary Baard preaching   Carol Sing 
 

Thursday, December 31  New Year’s Eve Sanctuary Service 

7:00 PM   Quiet Vigil 

7:30 PM  Prayer Service 

All are invited on New Year’s Eve to the Sanctuary for a candlelit time of quiet reflection and offering of  

prayers for the New Year. The Sanctuary will be open for meditation beginning at 7 pm, and a quiet service of 

reading and prayers will begin at 7:30 pm. 

 

January 10: Looking ahead 
If you have been thinking about baptism and would be interested in 

celebrating on January 10, please contact one of the pastors. 

 

Outdoor church continues each Sunday after worship. Anyone wanting 

to enjoy a meditative walk in the woods should meet on the lawn out-

side the Vestry (the Maine Street side) at 11:15 AM. Please dress ap-

propriately! 

 

 

Thank you to the confirmands and their families for  

decorating the sanctuary for us this year! 
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A lot has happened since October 20, when I submitted 

the November update from the Church Council.  

 

The Ministry Forum met on October 27 and we spent 

most of our time talking about our facilities. Peter 

Heinrichs and Susan Lewis of Full Harvest Fundraising 

briefed us on their findings from the small group con-

versations in September. (Thanks again to all of you 

who took time to participate in these gatherings.) They 

reported that there is energy now for First Parish to 

move forward with the prospective plans for the front 

of the sanctuary and with imagining the renovation of 

Pilgrim House. After discussion led by Kristi Hatrick 

and Kevin Hart of the Facilities Connectedness Team, 

the Ministry Forum voted to pursue the proposed 

changes to the front of the sanctuary to make it more 

accessible. We have contacted the architects to prepare 

visuals and costs to present to the congregation. We 

will also continue to focus on the program statement for 

Pilgrim House and work with the architects on how 

those programs and activities could fit in the space. 

There are many opinions about what can and can’t be 

done with the building and this is an opportunity to test 

those opinions.  
 

On November 1, Pastor Mary, 

Kevin Hart, Austin Smith of 

Scott Simons Architects, and I 

attended the Village Review 

Board to present the case for 

removing the fireplace and 

therefore the chimneys so that 

work on the vestry stairs/ramp 

project can proceed. Scott, 

Kevin, and Mary were clear 

and persuasive in their presen-

tation and the VRB voted 

unanimously to grant us per-

mission to remove the chimneys.  

 

At the Church Council meeting on November 10, we 

began with the Covenant Exercise, something that the 

Covenant Task Force (Jon Beede, Laura Lee, and Becky 

Dulik) has asked all the committees to do. They have 

also asked all of you to do it, too. You will find an up-

date from the Task Force elsewhere in this newsletter 

and a link to the form. I encourage you to consider how 

we gather and act as members of First Parish Church 

and submit the form with those thoughts. The task force 

needs your input.  

 

Todd Rider gave an update comparing 2016 results so 

far, to 2015 results, and the steps planned for the rest of 

the campaign to increase the number of people making 

pledges. Your pledges for 2016 make it possible to cre-

ate a realistic budget to fund our mission, so, if you 

haven’t already, please return your pledge card as soon 

as possible.  

 

Carol O’Donnell of the Outreach Committee presented 

a request to fund to release the funds from the unspeci-

fied denominational support budget for the Outreach 

Committee's three grant requests: $3,000 to Habitat for 

Humanity, $500 to the Maine Council of Churches, and 

$500 to the Carpenter’s Boatshop.  We voted unani-

mously to release those funds, with the understanding 

that the grant to Habitat will be treated as an advance 

and, if the planned fundraising effort in 2016 for Habit 

for Humanity raises more than anticipated, up to $3,000 

will be returned to that budget line. 

 

Regarding the sanctuary project, we voted unanimously 

to spend up to $10,000 for Scott Simons Architects to 

prepare conceptual drawings of the proposed sanctuary 

modifications for upcoming discussion and votes. We 

also scheduled a 4Cs meeting on facilities for the pur-

pose of presenting these plans for January 10, 2016.  

 

Just like October, since I’m writing this on the 20th of 

November, I cannot report on everything that may hap-

pen at the end of this month. One thing is for certain, 

however. On Thursday, November 26, I will be giving 

thanksgiving for First Parish Church, my faith home.  

On behalf of the Church Council, I am grateful for your 

input and support. 

 

Margo Knight 

Church Council Chair 

Having Trouble Getting to the Church Door on Sundays? 

 

A free Taxi Shuttle will be available every Sunday in December, January and 

March. Park at the Brunswick Town Hall parking lot, look for the First Parish 

Church Taxi sign. The taxi will shuttle you right to the church door. They'll contin-

uously shuttle from 9:35-10:05 and 11:00-11:30 for the return trip. Sponsored by 

the Deacons, any questions call Bonnie Spies @ 329-6595. 
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Advent Labyrinth Walk Fellowship Hall     December 1  12 noon -  8:00 PM  (Tuesday) Pause to center 

yourself in the midst of a busy Advent season, to make room for Christ’s spirit to be reborn in you again. 
 

Advent “Advent-ure”      Sunday, December 6  4:30 -  6:00 PM   Fellowship Hall 

Join the Children & Family Ministry Team for a potluck supper, Advent crafts, and a carol sing. Please RSVP 

on the poster in Pilgrim House or to bwilkoff@firstparish.net   
 

St. Mary Schola Concert  Tuesday, December 8 at 7:30 in the Sanctuary 

 

Chapel Ringers Concert: Saturday, Dec. 12 at 2:00 PM in Thornton Hall, Brunswick 
 

Wales and Tales Benefit Performance -  Sunday, December 13 at 2 PM in the Sanctuary 

FPC and Theater Project partner for a special benefit presentation of the holiday favorite collection of stories 

performed by Al Miller. Admission “fee” is in the form of either a non-perishable food or cash donation to 

MidCoast Hunger Prevention Program. All are welcome! 

 

Christmas Noontime Organ Concert     Thursday, December 17 – 12:10 PM  

Ray Cornils will present a concert of Advent and Christmas favorites. This is a great mid-day respite during 

this busy season. Invite a friend to join you. Suggested donation of $5.00 
 

Tedford Housing Homeless Memorial Service -  Monday, December 21 at 4:30 in the Vestry 

Held annually on the longest night of the year, this service remembers those homeless individuals who have 

passed away throughout the year. Refreshments will be served followed by a short service, reading of names 

in memoriam and weather-permitting candlelit procession to the gazebo on the Brunswick Mall. 

 

The twenty-third Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on Sunday, 

December 6  at 3:00 at St. John’s Catholic Church, 39 Pleasant St. in Brunswick.  

 

Under the direction of Ray Cornils, choirs from Brunswick’s First Parish Church 

UCC, All Saints Parish, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Unitarian Universalist 

Church, Seventh Day Adventist Church, Elijah Kellogg Church of Harpswell and 

Mid-Coast Presbyterian Church in Topsham will join together in carols and cho-

ruses by George F. Handel, a spiritual set by Alice Parker, Franz Biebl’s beautiful 

Ave Maria, Elizabeth Posten’s Jesus Christ, The Apple Tree, and Mack Wilberg’s 

setting of The First Nowell. 

 

 The community spirit of 100 singers from many local choirs, joining together to sing wonderful music of the 

Christmas season in the beautiful sanctuary of St. John’s Church, makes this festival one of Brunswick’s most 

popular holiday traditions. 
 

  

 

The festival is preceded by a 15-minute prelude by The Parish Ringers at 2:45.  
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Friday, December 4  

Christmas Handbell Concert  Parish Ringers 

7:00 pm Pittston Congregation Church 

  Pittston, Maine 

  Preceded by a supper at 5:30 
 

Sat., December 5  

A Merry Music Hall Christmas 

7:00 pm Methuen Music Hall, Methuen, MA 

  Ray Cornils, organist  

 with Robin Pyle and Greg Gettell, trumpets   
 

Sun., December 6  

    Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols 
3:00 pm St. John’s Church, Brunswick ME 
 
   

Sun., December 13 Rutter Gloria 

10 am worship  First Parish Adult Choir  

   with brass and percussion 

Thurs., December 17 Christmas Organ Concert 

12:10 pm First Parish Church, Brunswick, ME 

  Ray Cornils, organ 
 
 

Tues, December 22 Christmas with Cornils 

7:30 pm Merrill Auditorium 

  Ray Cornils with Parish Ringers, 

Oratorio Chorale and Kotzschmar Festival Brass 

Tickets at PortTix 207 842-0800 

 

 

 

 

 

December 11-20  Magic of Christmas  

 (Thurs. -  Sundays) 

Portland Symphony Orchestra 

Organ prelude one hour before each concert. Tickets 

through PortTix  (207  842-0800) 

Yum, Yum!!  Are you starting to look up 

your favorite Holiday recipes?  While you 

are doing this, why don’t you make a copy 

for the 300th Anniversary Cookbook?  The 

deadline for submitting them is coming up 

soon – January 15, 2016.  If there is a spe-

cial story about your recipe we’d love to in-

clude it.  Recipes for appetizers and vegeta-

bles are especially needed.  Look for the 

baskets in Pilgrim House and the Vestry to 

deposit them. 

 

In anticipation,  Cindy 

Girardin, Nancy Hoffman, 

Margo Knight, Connie 

Rose, Ruth Thibodeau and 

Lois Widmer. 

 

In celebration of First Parish's 300th anniver-

sary, the Adult Ed committee is organizing a 

Parish Read of a book written by the congrega-

tion! YOU are invited to submit entries on the 

subject of "journey" - poetry, prose, stories, vis-

ual art, photography - anything that can be 

printed on paper is welcome. The book is tenta-

tively titled "Journey: Reflections from First 

Parish in Celebration of its 300th Anniver-

sary." 

 

Join us at the following Sunday workshops to 

contemplate and write about jour-

ney: December 6th, February 7th, and April 

10th after church in the chapel. Snacks and 

writing prompts will be provided. More work-

shops are being planned. For more information: 

Paige Mangum pmangum@comcast.net or 

Becky Dulik becky.dulik@gmail.com  

mailto:pmangum@comcast.net
mailto:becky.dulik@gmail.com
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Church School & Childcare 

in Advent, Christmas & Epiphany 
 November 29, December 6, 13, 20 

Nursery to 6th Grade 
 

December 24  

No childcare Christmas Eve   

4:00 pm    Christmas Pageant during family service  
 

       December 27 

  Nursery/Toddlers only  

(No class for older children) 
 

January 3 

Nursery to 6th  Grade 

Epiphany Party after church  

 

Yes, Christmas is around the cor-

ner. Advent leads us gently into the 

season, but it’s hard not to get 

caught in the rush as December 

25th nears. You want your gift giv-

ing to be meaningful. Pause and 

consider your church and its needs. 

Think about adding First Parish to your 

end-of-life giving. 

All Church Christmas Card 
The many individuals and families who come to First Parish Church in 

need of some assistance greatly appreciate our ministry through Jane’s 

Team.  In order to provide some Christmas cheer to those in need, 

Jane’s Team hopes that this year you will once again sign the All-

Church Christmas greeting card to one another and make a generous 

donation to Jane’s Team.   With your donations we will purchase $25 

gift cards, most of which will be given to Tedford Housing to enable 

their clients to have a brighter, and hopefully a bit merrier, Christ-

mas.  You, the church, provide generous support to Jane’s Team 

throughout the year.  Please contribute a bit more to help those in need 

during this very special season.  And, Jane’s Team’s members wish 

you all a very MERRY CHRISTMAS. 

(The Christmas Card will be available in the Sanctuary and the Vestry 

on Sunday, November 29, and the following two Sundays, December 

6 and December 13.)   

Christmas Tree Giving 
We are once again sponsoring the 

Christmas Giving Tree to provide 

struggling families in the area with 

Christmas gifts.  Look for the tree in 

the Vestry after worship on Novem-

ber 29 and December 6 It’s simple:  

pick a gift slip off the tree, buy and 

wrap the gift, and return it with the 

slip to the church office by Monday,           

DECEMBER 14th.   

 

The offering received on Christmas Eve will be divided in half again this year. Half of the 

offering will go to the UCC Christmas Fund (formerly known as Veterans of the Cross).  

This fund helps support retired ministers who do not have adequate funds for daily expens-

es and medical care. 
 

The other half will go to Tedford Housing.  Tedford Housing’s mission is: to work to end 

homelessness in Mid Coast Maine by providing, in collaboration with others, shelter, housing and services 

to those in need.  We work to help people become more self-sufficient and advocate for change so that no 

one faces the prospect of being without a home. Envelopes for the Christmas Offering are available in your 

box of envelopes or in the pew on Christmas Eve. You may also send a check made out to “First Parish 

Church,” marked “Christmas Fund.” 
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Food, Fun and Fellowship 
Invitation 

Please join other First Parish friends for dinner and fellowship in a member’s home 

once a month, January through April.  This is a wonderful opportunity to become bet-

ter acquainted with others in a small group setting.  We will take turns hosting and 

providing dishes.  There is no formal program of study involved – just food, fun and 

fellowship. 
 

The Plan 

Sign up on the form below by Monday, December 14th and you will be sent a dinner 

schedule.  One month you will be the host and provide the main course and beverages.  The other three 

months you will go to three other homes and bring a salad, vegetable or dessert.  The host for each month 

will be responsible for calling his or her group to arrange the date and time of the meal and coordinate the 

menu.  Dinners can be any day of the month, whenever the host and group desire.  A brunch, lunch, and pic-

nic have been tried, all with good results.  The program is open to adults.   
 

Sign Up 

If you would like to participate, please fill out the information below and return by email or mail  

to Jack Kieffer, 23 Appletree Drive, Brunswick, Maine 04011       jkvbd@comcast.net  

 

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone: ____________________ Email: _______________________________________ 

 

I/We wish to __________ participate fully including being a host one month. 

                     __________ participate only as a substitute. 

    
 

 Dear Members, 

 

Thank you for pledging for 2015 

and an extra THANKS for those 

who have fulfilled that commitment. 

Pledging allows for better planning, 

and fulfilling that commitment on 

time eases the transition from one 

year to the next. THANK YOU. 

 

For 2015, we are short of our revenue targets by 

$20,000, or 3% of our budget. If you are able to 

provide additional support to make up for that 

shortfall, your additional support is VERY much 

appreciated. 

 

For those of you who have not yet completed their 

2015 pledges, please do so as soon as possible. 

The planning process relies on each of us to share 

what we can provide for revenue to support our 

important work and general operational needs.  

 

Again, our thanks, 

The Stewardship Committee 

John Pearson, Chair, Randall Anderson, Ellen 

Bennett, Steve Gray, Todd Rider, Don Rose 
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The outdoor labyrinth is completed and open for walking! It is lovely.  It is located on Brunswick Topsham 

Land Trust land - in the woods, just a short distance down the path entering from the open field to the right 

of the Community Gardens off Baribeau Drive.     

 

We are delighted to have shared in this project with the Brunswick Topsham Land Trust.  They have been 

enthusiastic and supportive right from the beginning.  It’s been a great partnership. 

 

On Saturday, Nov. 14, we had a time of blessing at the labyrinth with Susan and her family, the labyrinth 

tenders and representatives from FPC and BTLT.  It was a very special occasion.  At that time Susan shared 

these words with us: 

The labyrinth is both an individual and a communal experience.  When we walk, our connection with some-

thing larger than ourselves grows from deep within us to permeate our spirit.  It matters not whether we 

name our connectedness as universe, God, Great Spirit.  This beautiful creation in such a gorgeous wooded 

setting is available to everyone at any time, expanding our notion of community. 

 

I am grateful to all of you in our wider community, the Brunswick Topsham Land Trust, and First Parish 

Church whose passion for labyrinths helped transform this unique vision into reality.  It will connect count-

less people for generations to come.  I am honored to be part of the Labyrinth in the Woods, where labyrinth 

transcends words. 
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 Prayers for: Susan Fitzgerald, David Girardin, Judy Parker 

 Congratulations to Kate and Rob Sheaff, and big brother Calvin, on the birth of Wesley Howard, on No-

vember 14. Proud grandparents are Trisha and David Sheaff. 

 Sympathy to friends and family of Genevieve Clark, who died on August 10, 2015. 

 Sympathy to Bill and Judi Stoy on the death of their young nephew, Douglass, in Palm Bay, Florida. 

 This is a reminder that sermons, our Weekly Email, and the monthly newsletter (Pilgrims’ Progress)  can 

be accessed via our website:  http://www.firstparish.net.  

 The Caregivers’ Support Group meets each Monday at 2 PM in the Pilgrim House Parlor. FMI, please call 

Judy Bauman at 729-1219. 

 The Grief Support Group meets weekly on Wednesdays at 2 PM in the Parlor. FMI, please call Virginia 

Derr at 725-4147 or  email Jack Collins 

(jack.collins.birder@gmail.com) 

 

From the Halls Of Holly Chairs. 

Thank you all: Elves, Bakers, Cookie Makers, Crafty Peo-

ple, Knitters, Serrv, Silent Auction Donations, Habitat 

Gifter’s; John Parker for his awesome Bisque, Scott & Bari 

Milliken for their delicious ham/pea soup.    

The success of Our Fair comes from everyone’s ef-

fort.  Thank you so much.   

Wishing You All Joy, Mark & Melon 

 
 

Earth Care Tip 
  Instead of buying wrapping paper to wrap gifts, use materials from around the 

house to serve as gift wrap. Root out and use any of the following for earth-

friendly wrapping: 

Old posters and maps, old sheet music, wallpaper scraps, scarves and pillowcas-

es, fabric remnants, colorful ads or photos torn out of magazines and cata-

logs.         

 

Sunday Flower Donations: 

The Flower Committee is in the process of calling all those folks who 

have donated flowers over the past year to ask if they want to donate in 

2016. After that we will have a sign-up sheet on the kiosk (by mid-

December) so that others may sign up for a Sunday.  
 

Remember, you can give flowers in memory of, in honor of, or in cele-

bration of a loved one. Remember: anniversaries, graduations, birthdays! 

 

Please call Nancy Damiani with questions or requests at 721-9324 or 

nanmarty@ymail.com 
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Mary E. Baard, Senior Pastor (mbaard@firstparish.net) 
Geoff Parker, Associate Pastor (gparker@firstparish.net)  
Ray Cornils, Minister of Music (rcornils@firstparish.net) 

Becky Wilkoff, Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
Amanda Similien, Youth Ministries Coordinator (bwilkoff@firstparish.net) 

Jane M. Connors, Office Administrator (jconnors@firstparish.net) 
Steve Williams, Business Administrator (swilliams@firstparish.net) 

Peggy Mast, Collector (fpcaccounting@firstparish.net) 
Karen Leland, Chapel Ringers Director 

Carol Elowe, Accompanist 
 
 
 

Office is located at 9 Cleaveland Street, Brunswick Maine 04011 
Church Office Phone Number:  207 729-7331 

Church Office Fax Number:  207 729-4512 
Website:  www.firstparish.net 

 
 


