
   

 

A new year is always a time for reflection.  We 

ponder what things we can let go of and what 

things we might try.  In church it is easy to get 

stuck in “we’ve always done it this way.”  This 

approach doesn’t leave much room for new people 

or new ministries.  So we as a staff try intentional-

ly to note new possibilities and give it a try. 

 

Thanks to the Confirmation Class, with Geoff 

and Mandy, for undertaking a new approach to 

Advent/Christmas decorations in the sanctuary 

this year.  I’ve heard many words of appreciation.  

Who knew that moving the crèche to the other 

side of the pulpit could be so refreshing! 

 

Early this fall I was standing in the pulpit and 

noticing young adults (college age through early 

30s) sitting in various parts of the sanctuary.  

Thinking about what wonderful people they are 

and what interesting things they are doing in their 

lives, I realized it would be a good thing if they 

had a chance to meet each other.  

 

First Parish Church of  

Brunswick, Maine 

United Church of Christ 
 

Semi-Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January 31,  2016 

Directly following worship. 

Abbreviated worship service 

The meeting will be held in the 

Brunswick Hotel and Tavern Meeting Room 

across the street 

So, Ron and I invited them to join us for a 

meal and conversation at our home.  We had a 

wonderful time and we all agreed to try it for six 

months.  I have been asking them to share with 

one another about their lives, their work, and their 

“ministries” - things for which they have a pas-

sion.  Time with these folk gives me hope.  If you 

or someone you know would like to be a part of 

these gatherings please let me know. 

 

What are some new possibilities in your life? 

 

New Year Blessings, 
 

Mary 

Construction Project... 
 is scheduled to begin on January 4th. The ramp-stairs project will 

require the Vestry to be closed during construction. We regret that 

there will not be elevator access during this time. This means the 

ramp door out front will be closed. The back Vestry door will still 

be available for use. At this point we think that construction will 

last approximately two months. We will not have coffee hour in the 

Vestry during this time. 
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December 31: New Year’s Eve 

7:00 PM   Quiet Vigil 

7:30 PM   Prayer Service  

 

January 3, 2015 

Geoff Parker preaching:  

“Children of God “    Ephesians 1:3-14 

Epiphany Sunday 

 

January 10 

Mary Baard preaching:  

Luke 3:15-17; 21-22 

Baptisms 

Adult Choir 

 

January 17 

Mary Baard preaching:  

“Spirit Filled”    Luke 4:14-21 

Adult Choir 

 

January 24 

Mary Baard preaching:  

“Body of Christ”   I Corinthians 12:12-31 

Adult Choir 

 

January 31 

Mary Baard preaching:  

“Love is…”          I Corinthians 13 

Adult Choir 

Semi-Annual Meeting after worship 

Abbreviated worship service 

November was a solid month financially for First Parish 

Church.  Income was $4,000 better than budget and expenses 

were $1,100 under budget.   

 

Thank you to Mark and Melon Patrick who chaired the Halls of 

Holly Fair for the 4th straight year, to all of the many, many 

volunteers who helped make it a success and to everyone who 

came out to support the Fair and went home with some fun 

gifts and some delicious treats!  It certainly helped make No-

vember a successful month.   

 

November's budget surplus has helped to close our overall 

budget gap.  However, our total pledge and regular giving in-

come through the end of November is $10,000 less than the 

total pledge and regular giving income we received through 

November, 2014.  Based on a very preliminary estimate, it ap-

pears we will end the 2015 year with a deficit of approximately 

$10,000 thanks to expenses being very closely managed. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has supported First Parish Church 

in 2015 through your pledges and your regular giving.  With 

this support, we have all been able to share in meaningful wor-

ship services, we have all been inspired by beautiful music, we 

have all had the opportunity to participate in learning experi-

ences and social events and we have all helped support those in 

need in our community and the greater world both directly 

through the work of 

Jane's Team as well 

as indirectly through 

grants distributed by 

the Christian Out-

reach Committee and 

special collections 

such as the collection 

for One Great Hour 

of Sharing.   

 

Hopefully you have experienced a great personal return on 

your 2015 investment in First Parish Church through these 

many activities.  And thank you in advance for your continuing 

support and participation in 2016! 

 

Happy New Year! 
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Congratulations to all the children, youth and parents from our congregation 

who participated in special performances in November and December! 

 

Lily Hatrick, Henry Burnham and Katherine Robinson were part of Brunswick 

Junior High School's production of Seussical. 

Caleb Braddick performed in the Brunswick High School Players production 

of The Man Who Came to Dinner. 

Hannah Lay, Elise Gillis, Ava Gould, Sora Reynolds, Bertram Wickwire, 

Simone Wiley and Peter Wilkoff appeared in Harriet Beecher Stowe Elemen-

tary School's production of Willy Wonka. 

Semma Twining and Emma Dow danced in Maine State Ballet's presentation 

of the Nutcracker. 

Evie and Eddie Hatrick, and Samantha and Mary Melquist performed in Mid-

coast Youth Theater's production of Oliver! 

Peter Wilkoff and Shelby Myrick participated in The Music Center's Winter 

Recital. 

Anna Rider, Sophie and Emma Blair, Kyra Teboe, Quinn Solberg and Elina 

Woolever played in the Brunswick High School band concert. 

Epiphany Party 

Sunday, January 3rd  

After worship in  

Fellowship Hall 
 

All ages are invited to join us for a festive celebra-

tion of the season of Epiphany, which spans the time 

between the twelve days of the Christmas season 

(Dec. 25 -  Jan. 6) and the season of Lent (February 

10 to March 26 this year). This is the day that the 

Church celebrates the arrival of the three Magi in 

Bethlehem. We will enjoy cupcakes and refresh-

ments and three children will find a small token in 

their cupcake and be crowned as our Three Wise 

Ones. They will reign throughout Epiphany and host 

the Mardi Gras parade just before Lent begins. 

 

Church School Resumes January 3rd 

Church School resumes with a new slate of teachers 

and a focus on the “Journeys with Jesus.” 

Sunday January 3rd directly after church and the 

Epiphany party in Fellowship Hall, bring your 

painting clothes and creative spirit! we will be re-

doing a few of the walls in the Youth room!! join 

in to make this a fun project of bringing that room 

back to life! Anyone want to volunteer to bring a 

snack for the group?? 

 

Confirmation: 

Sunday January 3rd directly after church and the 

Epiphany party in Fellowship Hall, bring your 

painting clothes and creative spirit! we will be re-

doing a few of the walls in the Youth room!! join 

in to make this a fun project of bringing that room 

back to life! Anyone want to volunteer to bring a 

snack for the group?? 

 

Sunday January 10th Mentors & Confirmands 

EVENT!! Please join us after Church in the Fel-

lowship Hall for a discussion on Worship and 

Baptism until 12:30. We will need a snack volun-

teer for this event as well. Also- PLEASE have 

visited at least one different service/

worship place prior to this discussion.  Contact 

Geoff or Mary for suggestions! 
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The New Year is coming! For the Church Council, this means studying budg-

ets. We learned that the projected gap in the 2015 budget will not be as large 

because of lower expenses in November and December – our unusually mild 

weather has helped. But to ensure that we close that gap, it is still important 

that members fulfill their 2015 pledge commitments and that we have strong 

plate offerings at December services. 

 

 For the 2016 and future budgets, we endorsed the Finance Commit-

tee's recommendation to designate the cell tower income to the building     

reserve funds. We voted unanimously to accept the recommendation of the 

Finance Committee to change our insurance carrier to The Insurance Board, a company that specializes in 

serving UCC and Presbyterian churches. Our thanks go to Kevin Hart, Liz Newman, George MacKinnon, and 

Steve Williams who requested quotes and compared the proposals.  

 

 For the past few years, we have discussed simplifying our budget presentation in the January annual 

report from a detailed, multi-page, line-item budget to a one-page, high-level summary budget accompanied by 

a detailed narrative overview. This year we decided to go forward with the idea. The detailed budget will still 

be available to those of you who are interested. It will be available on Sunday, January 24, and we have sched-

uled a 4C's (Congregation Conversation with the Church Council) after church that day for budget Q&A.  

 

 Also, we hope that you have Sunday, January 31, marked on your calendars for our semi-annual con-

gregational meeting when we will vote on the 2016 budget. Because the Vestry and the accessible entrance 

will be closed for the stairs/ramp construction on that date, we will hold the meeting across the street in the 

Brunswick Hotel and Tavern meeting room. It is the closest accessible meeting room to the church, so our 

members who may not be able to access the sanctuary for church that day can attend the congregational meet-

ing. More details will be available before the meeting. 

 

 Regarding the Vestry stairs/ramp project, the construction should start in January and be finished be-

fore Easter. The No-Name Street entrance, accessible bathroom, and access to downstairs will remain open, 

but, as I mentioned before, the accessible entrance on Maine Street will be closed. We selected this time period 

for the construction because several of our members who use this entrance cannot attend church in the winter 

due to icy and slippery roads and sidewalks.  

 

Because of the Vestry closing, we have postponed until the spring the 4C's on facilities and the discus-

sion of proposed Sanctuary and Pilgrim House modifications. It's important to us that all of our members have 

an opportunity to view the drawings and discuss the changes with members of the Facilities Connectedness 

Team and the Church Council.  

 

On the church policy front, we approved the new employee handbook. Thanks go to Ed Bradley, the 

Personnel Committee, and the staff for working on this updated, streamlined handbook. We also approved 

Open Meeting and Executive Session policies for Church Council and Committees. Thanks also go to Church 

Council member Ken Thorson for his work on these. 

 

Finally, several of you have contacted us about our highly publicized decision to terminate the lease of 

a professionally run support group that was meeting in the Morrell Room. It was a very difficult decision. We 

appreciate your comments and suggestions about that decision and how we go forward. For a number of rea-

sons, we have chosen not to speak about this during church services, but we will send a letter to the congrega-

tion summarizing the situation and our response. Part of that response is that we have created a small task 

force of people with particular experience and skills working with outside groups to review and make recom-

mendations regarding our practices for rental to outside organizations. We look forward to using their recom-

mendations to craft a new process to welcome and protect external groups who are seeking healing.  

 

On behalf of the Church Council, I am grateful for your involvement and all of your input and support.  

 Margo Knight, Church Council Chair 
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Retired? Not getting much income from your 

Certificate of Deposit? Here’s a way to increase 

your spendable income and make a future gift to 

this congregation: Use your CD to establish a 

Charitable Gift Annuity. For example, if you’re 

80 years old and the current value of your CD is 

$30,000, your Gift Annuity income every year 

for the rest of your life, will be $2,400. (8% rate 

of return) You will also receive a partial charita-

ble tax deduction in the year of your gift, and 

some of your income will be tax-free. For more 

information, contact the church office or the 

UCC Office of Philanthropy and Stewardship at 

800-846-6822 or  giving@ucc.org. 

 

Quiet Day 

The next Southern Mid-coast Quiet Day will be 

held at the home of Nancy and Jack Collins at 8 

Columbia Avenue in Brunswick, on Saturday, 

January 30th from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm. 

 

The format will be: introductions, an opening po-

em, twenty minutes of meditation/centering pray-

er, silence until lunch, a simple lunch in silence, 

and then a period of sharing. During silent time 

you may sit, read, write, draw, relax… 

 

Please RSVP to Nancy.Collins. PhD@gmail.com 

 

A four part series on racial justice begins on January 

18, 2016.  All classes will meet in the Pilgrim House 

Chapel on the fourth Monday of the month from 

7pm-9pm, with an optional dinner provided before-

hand at 6:30pm. 
 

The dates are as follows: 

 January 25  (Martin Luther King Day)  

  dinner 6:30, class 7-9 

 February 22  - discussion on  

Between the World and Me  dinner 6:30, class 7-9 

 March 28 – discussion on  

The Fire Next Time  dinner 6:30, class 7-9 

 April 25  dinner 6:30, class 7-9 

 

Books for the series will be ordered through Gulf of 

Maine Books. If you have not already 

signed up for this series please email 

Maddy Magnuson 

 mmagnuson@coa.edu . All partici-

pants should RSVP to Maddy before 

the first class for a count of how 

many people are expected. 
 

 

Journey 
 The Adult Ed committee is organizing a Parish Read 

for the 300th anniversary of a book written by the 

congregation! YOU are invited to submit entries on the 

subject of “Journey” – prose, poetry, stories, visual art, 

photography – anything that can be printed on paper 

and relates to your life’s journey is welcome.  

Join us in the Pilgrim House Chapel for writing work-

shops after worship on the following Sundays 

 February 7th – 11:30am – 1:00pm 

 April 3rd -  11:30 -  1:00 pm 

 

Snacks, writing prompts, brainstorming and guidelines 

for your contribution to the 300th anniversary parish 

read will be provided. FMI please email Becky at 

beckydulik@gmail.com or Paige at 

pmangum@comcast.net 

 

mailto:mmagnuson@coa.edu
mailto:beckydulik@gmail.com
mailto:pmangum@comcast.net
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A perfect time to experience the walking meditation that you have been meaning 

to try all these years! Our 30-foot canvas labyrinth meanders with a purpose, lead-

ing us to new insights and inspirations. You are welcome to join us. Hosts are 

available to welcome you and answer questions.  

 

Earth Care Tips for Transportation 

 
 Check your tire pressure once a month and before long 

trips to keep tires at their optimal pressure for better gas 

mileage.  
 For every mile per hour you drive under sixty-five 

miles per hour, you improve your car’s fuel efficiency 

by about 2 percent. If you drive fifty-five, you increase 

your car’s fuel efficiency by 20 percent. 

 Use car roof racks on an as-needed basis. Their use in-

creases wind resistance, which increases fuel consump-

tion. 

Coming Soon: Building on Faith with Habitat for Humanity! 
 

This summer and fall, members of First Parish have been joining with Habitat 

for Humanity 7 Rivers and other faith communities to build a home for the 

Colon family as part of Habitat’s ongoing “Hope Lane” development. We’ve 

been a part of many days of putting our faith into action… with hammers, tool

-belts, and paint brushes. This winter, the Outreach Committee will be chal-

lenging us to give of our faith as we support the financial backing of this pro-

ject. Stay tuned in January for how you can contribute to the house that our 

faith communities are building!  

“I am only one, 

but I am still 

one. I  cannot 

do everything, 

but I can do 

something.” 

Helen Keller 
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 Prayers for: Susan Fitzgerald, Judy Parker, David Girardin, Susan Whiteside, Jeanne Clampitt, Sally 

Twine. 

 Patti Stratton, who was our seminary intern (2012) will be ordained on January 31 in Rutland, VT. If you 

would like to send a card her address is:  3 Sharon Dr. Rutland, VT. 05701. 

 The Caregivers’ Support Group meets each Monday at 2:00 pm in Pilgrim House Parlor.   FMI, please call 

the church office at 729-7331. 

 The Grief Support Group meets each Wednesday at 2 PM in the parlor. FMI, please call Virginia Derr at 

725-4147. 

 The Advanced Cancer Support Group meets twice a month. If you are interested in more information, 

please call the church office or Jeanne Tuttle at 721-0721. 

 This is a reminder that sermons, our Weekly Email, and the monthly newsletter (Pilgrims’ Progress)  can 

be accessed via our website:  http://www.firstparish.net.  
 
 

Free Taxi Shuttle will be available every Sunday in December, January and February. Park at the Brunswick 

Town Hall parking lot, look for the First Parish Church Taxi sign. The taxi will shuttle you right to the church 

door. They'll continuously shuttle from 9:35-10:05 and 11:00-11:30 for the return trip. Sponsored by the Dea-

cons, any questions call Bonnie Spies @ 329-6595  Please Do Not Park in the spot closest to the back door 

reserved for the Taxi Shuttle.  Thank You. 

Janet, Chris and Thomas  

     Adams-Wall 

Cheer Allan 

Jennifer and Randy Anderson 

Mary and Ron Baard 

Ann Barry 

Doug, Ellen and Robbie Bennett 

Blair Family 

Jan Bodwell 

Ed and Jo Bradley 

Anne and Gerry Brookes 

Jeanne and Larry Clampitt 

Barbara Clark 

Rosemary Cummings 

Marty and Nancy Damiani 

Virginia Derr and Jack Kieffer 

Bonnie and Fred Dickey 

Lindasue and Mark Dickey 

Carol and Don Doele 

Jim and Joan Drake 

Hannah Dring 

Betsy Eaton 

Chuck and Rebecca Erb 

Franz Family 

Elizabeth Goodrich 

Jane and Ed Harris 

Hatrick Family 

Marge and Bob Healing 

Irma Howard 

Greg and Joy Johnson 

Mildred Jones 

Keller Family 

Margo and David Knight 

Elizabeth and Bill Knowles 

Elaine and Ron Kurtz 

Ed and Nancy Langbein 

Joan Laws 

Nancy Lougee 

Paige and Bill Mangum 

Peggy and Alan Mast 

Liz and Elliott Miller 

Nancy Moncure 

Anne Morham 

Carol O’Donnell 

Christina Oddleifson 

Dave and Nancy Olson 

Gerry and Skip Orem 

Ellie Peterson 

Stan and Jane Primmer 

Valerie Ricker and John Cunningham 

Mary Riendeau 

Rudalevige Family 

Priscilla Sargent 

Carol and Jill Schneidewind 

David and Trisha Sheaff 

Curt and Doreen Siddall 

Ben Soule and Betsy McElvein 

Edna Stoddard 

Ruth and Wayne Thibodeau 

Jeanne Tuttle 

Jean and Peter Vaughn 

Mary Lee Ward 

Wanda and Erv Snyder 

Liz Waldo 

Tom Walling 

Susan and Tom Weddle 

Dave and Marge Whipple 

First Parish Church has a tradition of an All Church Christmas Card. We sign our names to the card after wor-

ship services in December and give a donation toward gift certificates for our local teenagers who may not be 

eligible for any other kind of Christmas gift. The following folks send warm wishes for a Joyous Christmas 

and Prayers for Peace in the coming year.  Thanks to you all! 
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Mary E. Baard, Senior Pastor (mbaard@firstparish.net) 
Geoffrey Parker, Associate Pastor (gparker@firstparish.net)  
Ray E. Cornils, Minister of Music (rcornils@firstparish.net) 

Becky Wilkoff, Children’s Ministries Coordinator (bwilkoff@firstparish.net) 
Amanda Similien, Youth Ministries Coordinator (msimilian@firstparish.net) 

Jane M. Connors, Office Administrator (jconnors@firstparish.net) 
Steve Williams, Business Administrator (swilliams@firstparish.net) 

Peggy Mast, Collector (fpcaccounting@firstparish.net) 
Karen Leland, Chapel Ringers Director 

Carol Elowe, Accompanist 
 

 
 
 

Office is located at 9 Cleaveland Street, Brunswick Maine 04011 
Church Office Phone Number:  207 729-7331 

Church Office Fax Number:  207 729-4512 
Website:  www.firstparish.net 

 
 


