
   

First Parish Church is open to everyone and welcomes participation  
in the full life, leadership, and ministry of the Church.  

We are a diverse congregation.  
We welcome persons of any race, gender, ethnic origin,  

mental or physical ability, religious tradition, sexual orientation,  
gender identity or expression, and economic circumstances.  

We affirm that the love of Christ for each person knows no bounds. 

May love bring you home to each other. 

     ~John O’Donohue 

 

It is our delight to celebrate with Geoff as he and Julia are preparing for their wedding 

on April 2.  The next day, April 3, they will be coming to worship for a time of bless-

ing during the service.  A reception in Fellowship Hall will follow.   We hope you will 

be with us to celebrate this special time in their lives.  So…. 

 

Please save the date to join us for the  
 

Blessing of the Marriage of 
Geoff and Julia  

 
During worship, followed by 
Reception in Fellowship Hall 

 
Sunday, April 3, 2016 

 

Marriage is a deep commitment between two people that calls 

for spiritual support from the people around them.  May we 

surround them with our love and our prayers in this time of 

celebration.  Cards may be sent to the church office at 9 

Cleaveland Street, Brunswick, 04011 
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March 6 Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Mary Baard preaching: “Through the Roof” 

Mark 2:1-12 

Adult Choir, Junior and Cherub Choirs 
 

March 13 Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Change Clocks: spring ahead one hour before  

going to bed Saturday night! 

Mary Baard preaching: “God’s Way” 

Matthew 5:1-12 

Adult, Chamber and Westminster Choirs 

 

March 20 Palm Sunday 

Geoff Parker preaching: “Death to Life” 

Adult Choir, Cherub, Junior and Westminster 

Choirs, Chapel Ringers 

 

March 24 Maundy Thursday  

6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall 

Communion with Soup and bread dinner 

 

March 25 Good Friday Service 

7:30 Service of Tenebrae in the Sanctuary 

Labyrinth available for meditative walking from 

Noon to 7 pm in Fellowship Hall 

 

March 27 Easter Sunday 

6:30 Sunrise Service on the bicycle path on Water 

Street in Brunswick 

7:30 am Fellowship Breakfast in Pilgrim House 

10:00 am Service in the Sanctuary 

Mary Baard preaching: “Resurrection Mystery” 

Traditional Service with choirs, brass quartet 

and Parish Ringers 

 

April 3 Second Sunday of Easter 

Mary Baard preaching: “Road to Emmanus” 

Blessing of Marriage for Julia and Geoff 

 

April 10 Third Sunday of Easter 

Confirmation Sunday: “The Church” 

 

   

     with Mary Baard 
 

Sunday mornings in March 

          9:00-9:30 am 

Morrell Room behind pulpit, can enter 

through outside door or from sanctuary. 

 

We will explore intentional 

breathing as a spiritual        

practice.  We will consider 

scriptural references and      

insights from other traditions. 

 

On Saturday, March 26th, con-

firmands and their parents and 

mentors will join together for 

an Easter Vigil as we prepare 

for the celebration to come 

Easter morning, and as their final preparation for 

confirmation on April 10th. They will be learning 

about the story of the church after the resurrection, 

the traditions and history of our congregational an-

cestors, and decorating the sanctuary for Easter.  

 

In the earliest days of the church, those who were 

joining the church prepared throughout Lent through 

prayer and formation, leading up to baptism and re-

ception into the church on the evening before Easter. 

The Easter Vigil led these new members to rise into 

new life and ministry as the whole body celebrated 

resurrection on Easter Sunday. We would invite 

your prayers for the confirmands on that day as they 

continue their faith’s journey through the confirma-

tion program! 
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If you are thinking about 

buying a second refrig-

erator, you may want to 

reconsider. It is general-

ly less expensive to buy 

and operate one large refrigerator than two small 

ones. If the extra refrigerator is an old model, it’s 

probably an energy guzzler. Why spend an extra 

$50-180 per year in electricity costs if you don’t 

need to? 

Writing these monthly reports seems to make time go much faster. Since our February 

report, the work has started on the vestry stairs/ramp project, we held our January semi

-annual meeting and passed the 2016 budget, and now we are in the season of Lent. 

 

The Vestry project is underway with just a few surprises and for that we are grateful. 

And although we had a delayed start, the contractor used that time for preparation and 

the project remains on schedule to be finished by Easter.  

 

The Facilities Connectedness team will display architects’ drawings of the proposed sanctuary projects when 

the Vestry is open. They decided to delay further discussion on the proposals until everyone was able to take 

part. The team, with the Council’s approval, has also contracted with Scott Simons Architects for an assess-

ment study of Pilgrim House for things like structural integrity and energy efficiency. They will recommend 

changes for any deficiencies and give estimates of costs. They will also provide two cost estimates – one for 

renovation (including accessibility of Fellowship Hall and accessible bathrooms) and one for total replace-

ment of the building – so that we can begin to compare apples to apples. 

 

The Council also endorsed a joint proposal from the Stewardship and Finance committees to revise the budg-

et planning calendar, moving the start of the process from September to February. This earlier start will make 

the proposed budget more meaningful and the Stewardship Committee’s goal based in reality, thus reflecting 

the top priorities of every committee and team. The ministry forum in April (date TBD) will focus on these 

priorities and, by May, the Church Council will finalize the top projects to be introduced to the congregation 

at the June semi-annual meeting. We will work over the summer to estimate costs, so that the Stewardship 

and Finance committees can develop a revenue goal and campaign that are based on our top priorities for 

2017, our 300th anniversary year.  

 

Finally, the Reverend Deborah Blood, the new Maine Conference minister, visited FPC on February 7 to 

preach and meet with church leadership. I am grateful for her outreach to the Maine UCC churches and for 

the support that she has already given to First Parish. 

 

On behalf of the Church Council, thank YOU for your support and input.  

Margo Knight,  Chair, Church Council 

Pilgrim Lodge has weeks for 

women, men, young adults, 

teens, children, families, 

grandparent/child with many 

different themes. Check out: 

www.pilgrimlodge.org 

207   724-3200 

Registration is now open 

Brochures available in the church office or on-

line. Don’t hesitate! Sign up for the weeks you 

want soon! 

Scholarships are available both from Pilgrim 

Lodge and from First Parish Church. Please call 

or email Becky Wilkoff FMI: 729-7331 

mailto:www.pilgrimlodge.org?subject=www.pilgrimlodge.org
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Lent is an ideal season to draw closer to your center 

where there is more room for the spirit to move. On the 

journey to the center, we are able to slow our busy 

minds and attend to God’s stirring in our lives. The 

journey back offers insight and self-discovery for new 

life.  

 

Winston Churchill wrote: “We shape our 

buildings, and thereafter our buildings shape 

us.” We have been shaped by this church. 

Include First Parish in your final plans so 

that the church can continue to shape others. 

The Planned Giving Committee will provide 

you with information if you wish. 

We are offering dinner for families with 

Junior and Cherub Choir members on 

Thursdays in March.  (March 3, 10, 17) 

We will have a casserole, salad and des-

sert available at 6 PM in Fellowship 

Hall.  

 

Maundy Thursday, March 24 we will 

once again hold our Soup and Bread 

Dinner with Communion for anyone 

who would like to attend at 6 PM in 

Fellowship Hall. FMI, please check 

your weekly bulletins and emails. 

Easter Flowers in Memory  

or in Honor of a Loved One: Easter Sunday, March 27 
If you would like to order an Easter Flower in memory or in honor 

of a loved one to be used in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday, please 

send your request to the church office by Monday, March 21, along 

with a check for $30. We will be ordering an array of daffodils,   

tulips and lilies. 
 
In Memory or Honor Of: 

__________________________________________________ 

Given by: 

__________________________________________________ 

  (plants may be taken home after the 10 AM Service) 

 

Our next Quiet Day will be held on the 

Spring Equinox (March 19) at Ann 

Carroll's house at 24 Summer Street in 

Topsham.  For more information you 

may contact Nancy Collins at nan-

cy.collins.phd@gmail.com or 373-

0336. We will send you more infor-

mation and ask for rsvps closer to the 

date.  

mailto:nancy.collins.phd@gmail.com
mailto:nancy.collins.phd@gmail.com
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300 Years On the Way 
 

Our church's 300th anniversary is fast approaching!  We've named it "300 

Years On the Way" to honor the Christian journey of our church over the past 

three centuries.  And our logo has been updated, too. 
 

So what is this celebration going to look like?  In addition to projects already 

in the works --the history book, cookbook, calendar, Covenant update, Adult 

Education's plans for a book of our own writings, which will culminate in a 

parish read, and several projects of the Music Committee--there will be spe-

cial programs one Sunday a month in 2017. 
 

Some of these are:  a visit from the UCC General Minister and President Rev. 

John Dorhauer, a Common Good Day, a parade down Maine Street to the falls where the 

first service was held in 1717, a special entertainment event, visits from Harriet and Josh-

ua and more.   
 

Looking to the future, there will be a "Windows On" series focused 

on The Next Hundred Years!  The featured speaker will be Diana 

Butler Bass,  a well known Christian historian and a leading voice 

in Progressive Christianity. 
 

But there's still time for your thoughts and ideas.  Talk to Liz New-

man or Mandy Similien if you want to add to the conversation. 

  Our Other Historian, Elizabeth Newman 

Plans for our 300th anniversary in August 2017 are expanding 

and enthusiasm is growing. Many past events will be recalled, 

but today let us begin with Wednesday afternoon, March 18, 1846 when 

our present Meetinghouse was formally dedicated. 

 

The first worship service here had been on the previous Sunday. Dedication 

Day was beautiful with snow on the ground. Many people came in sleighs. 

Twelve hundred -  both local and from surrounding towns -  crowded in. Every 

pew was filled and many folks stood. 

 

The Christian Mirror described the sanctuary thus: “The  whole interior is of one color and appar-

ently one material, - timber, plastering, and wooden panels, all grained in imitation oak. The win-

dows are very beautiful and the light admitted through the ground, diamond-shaped panes with 

borders of different and beautiful colors (red, amber or blue) sets off the interior to the best ad-

vantage. (Original windows still can be admired in the front vestibule.)  The circular openings at 

the gable-ends are filled with quatre-foils with brilliant colors. The one over the pulpit, in the chan-

cel gable, of a deep blue, seems almost like an eye from above. There is an air of dignity and re-

pose about the whole building.” 

 

2017 
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Updating Our Covenant 
In anticipation of First Parish’s 300th 

anniversary, we, Jon Beede, Becky 

Dulik, and Laura Lee, will be helping 

the congregation to update our covenant 

so that it meaningfully speaks to us to-

day. To begin our fourth century as a 

congregation, it is appropriate and sig-

nificant to renew our covenant -- to re-

affirm our commitment to one another as a faith 

community. 
 

What is a Covenant? 

Our covenant is the agreement we make with each 

other about how we want to be together as a congre-

gation. We say it aloud together when a new mem-

ber joins our church. We have had different cove-

nants over the years, each reflecting its time.  

 

What has been done so far? 

Our committee has reached out to the First Parish 

community to gather information and thoughts about 

what is important to us as a congregation, key as-

pects of our life together, and what we hope will be 

part of our promises to each other as we move into 

our 300th year. We reviewed the history of cove-

nants at First Parish and talked about the current 

covenant as well as a sample covenant with lan-

guage borrowed from Micah 6.  

 

Through individual conversations, email exchanges, 

4C Conversations, and committee gatherings, over 

75 members have offered feedback - THANK 

YOU!! We appreciate you and your time. 

Here’s what we heard: 
The three most essential themes we 

heard were community, service, and 

our spiritual life together. We will go 

into more detail about these topics at 

the upcoming 4C Conversations. If you 

cannot attend and would like more in-

formation, please email us at  

fpcovenant@gmail.com.  
 

Coming up next: 
Please join us at a 4C Conversation on March 13 

or 14. These are opportunities to hear what the con-

gregation has provided us for feedback, to talk about 

that feedback, and to add your voice to this process. 

Sunday, March 13 (daylight savings time)  

 after worship  

Monday, March 14 at 7:00 pm in Pilgrim House 
 

After the 4C Conversations, we will draft a covenant 

based on what we’ve heard and offer it to commit-

tees and the congregation  for review.  
 

Our Hope: 
We hope to have a covenant you want to embrace, 

that reflects how you feel about First Parish and our 

life together, and that shows our aspirations as a 

church community. We hope that when all the feed-

back is in and a covenant takes shape, you will read 

it and say, “Yes, I want to promise that.” 
 

Questions? Feel free to contact us at fpcove-

nant@gmail.com. Jon is a member of Church 

Council, Becky co-chairs the Adult Education Com-

mittee, and Laura serves as Vice Chair of the Dea-

cons’ Committee.  

 

Fundraising continues for the Habitat for Humanity Faith 

Build, a new home on "Hope Lane" in Brunswick for Chris-

tina Colon and her family. We've raised $5,500 of our 

$15,000 goal in the first full week of fundraising! You can 

learn more about this important mission project online. Gifts 

may be made by marking a check for "Habitat" in the offer-

ing or at the church office, or through our e-giving 

page. Thank you for the ways you help us live out our mis-

sion in our Brunswick community.  

mailto:fpcovenant@gmail.com
x-apple-data-detectors://7
x-apple-data-detectors://8
mailto:fpcovenant@gmail.com
mailto:fpcovenant@gmail.com
http://www.firstparish.net/fpc-faith-build/
http://www.firstparish.net/fpc-faith-build/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRoCmmEJwHw5hKCcU09C8vcHHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboudqDn2Mtq6zoY0cwbT9x7fc=
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRoCmmEJwHw5hKCcU09C8vcHHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboudqDn2Mtq6zoY0cwbT9x7fc=
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Thanks to Miss Cassie McKarns and all the children who participated in our 300th Anniver-

sary Children's Songwriting Workshops over three Sundays in February (as well as the church 

school teachers and other   parents who helped!). We now have a beautiful song to share for 

our church's 2017 celebration! 

From the Stewardship Committee 

 
It is still not too late to pledge for 2016!  Pledging helps 

leadership make decisions about mission and programs. If 

we are uncertain what we can expect for revenue we will be 

more conservative in decisions about spending. That means less service to those in need. If you are not sure if 

you have pledged, ask any member of stewardship team or contact the church office. We do have a list of 

pledges received and shortly we will be sending out follow up requests. Help us save the stamp and paper and 

pledge now. Thank you for your financial support of First Parish Church!  

 

John Pearson, Randy Anderson , Ellen Bennett and Todd Rider. Stewardship committee.  
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 Prayers for: David Leland, Judy Parker, Sally Twine 

 Sympathy is expressed to family and friends of David Girardin, who died on February 3, 2016. His service 

was held here on February 12. Also, we have received word that Leah Nelson has died in Florida, and her 

service is TBD. Harold Scott, 97, passed away peacefully on February 20th.  

 The Brunswick High School girls’ swim  team repeated as state champions in Orono last Saturday.  FPC 

members on the team include Caitlyn Tycz, Emma Blair, Sophie Blair and Anna Rider.  Congratulations 

Lady  Dragons! 

 The following dates are open for those of you who would like to donate flowers on Sunday morning in 

memory or in honor of a loved one: March 13, June 19, July 31, October 9. You may sign up on the sheet 

on the Vestry kiosk (once the Vestry is complete)  or call Nancy Damiani at 721-9324. 

 The Caregivers’ Support Group meets each Monday at 2:00 pm in Pilgrim House Parlor.   FMI, please 

call the church office at 729-7331. 

 The Grief Support Group will  meet on Wednesdays at 2 PM in the Parlor. FMI, please call the church 

office at 729-7331. 
 

 Please join us for coffee time after worship each week during Lent. We will hold them in the Pilgrim 

House chapel. 

 from Cynthia Girardin: 

Thank you First Parish for allowing me to express my gratitude to all the wonderful parishioners who prayed 

week in and week out for my husband David. He was so grateful for the many cards and well wishes he       

received. And, thank you Mary for the many comforting visits. I would also like to thank Pastor Geoff and 

Ray for an amazing funeral service. I'm sure David was smiling down on us. 

 

As a short-time member of this truly wonderful church, I am honored to be able to do all I can to represent. 

Please come help me to share the joy and the spirit of First Parish by signing up to usher. It leaves a wonder-

ful feeling just being able to say “Good Morning.”  Thank you. Call me at 522-9125 or use  signupgenius.com  

Cynthia  

 

On March 6, we will collect our annual One Great Hour of Sharing offering. 

This is the special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that carries 

God’s message of love and hope throughout the world.  Violent political actions 

and natural disasters have created the largest refugee crisis since World War II, 

and through the UCC’s One Great Hour of Sharing offering you are providing 

assistance and advocacy.  Working with international partners, our One Great 

Hour of Sharing offering also helps to provide sources of clean water and food, 

education and health care, small business micro-credit, and emergency relief.  

On average, of every dollar given to One Great Hour of Sharing, 92 cents is used directly for mission         

programming. 

You can see videos, read more about refugee assistance and find out about how 

you can be directly involved in mission at the One Great Hour of Sharing web-

site: http://www.ucc.org/oghs or like OGHS on Facebook. 

 Your support of this vital work will make a difference! Contributions will be re-

ceived Sunday March 6 and throughout the month of March. Please specify 

OGHS on your check. 
 

http://www.ucc.org/oghs
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Mary E. Baard, Senior Pastor (mbaard@firstparish.net) 
Geoff Parker, Associate Pastor (gparker@firstparish.net)  
Ray E. Cornils, Minister of Music (rcornils@firstparish.net) 

Becky Wilkoff, Children’s Ministries Coordinator (bwilkoff@firstparish.net) 
Amanda Similien, Youth Ministries Coordinator (asimilien@first parish.net 

Jane M. Connors, Office Administrator (jconnors@firstparish.net) 
Steve Williams, Business Administrator (swilliams@firstparish.net) 

Peggy Mast, Collector (fpcaccounting@firstparish.net) 
Karen Leland, Chapel Ringers Director 

Carol Elowe, Accompanist 
 
 
 

Office is located at 9 Cleaveland Street, Brunswick Maine 04011 
Church Office Phone Number:  207 729-7331 

Church Office Fax Number:  207 729-4512 
Website:  www.firstparish.net 

 
Office Hours: Monday -  Thursday: 9:00 AM t0 5:00 PM     

Friday:   9:00 AM -  1:00 PM 


