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Riding the Waves 
 
INTRO to SCRIPTURE 
 
Today in Confirmation Class the youth 
are considering miracles. (We could use 
a few.) Knowing this theme, Ray selected 
the anthem that the Junior Choir shared 
with us today, A Miracle on the Sea, 
based on John 21.  Ray’s been telling us 
how much the children liked the words 
“unbelievable, inconceivable, 
supernatural mystery” and we could hear 
that this morning.   
 
Like the disciples in today’s story, we live 
in a post resurrection era and find 
ourselves struggling to integrate our faith 
and our daily lives, especially when 
things are not going well. In the story the 
disciples kept doing the same thing over 
and over again all night, throwing the net 
over the side of the boat and pulling it 
back in, only to find it empty.   Albert 
Einstein once suggested that insanity is 
doing the same thing over and over again 
and expecting different results.  
 
It’s interesting that when Jesus 
intervenes he tells them to throw the net 
on the right side.  The implication is that 
this is a change from what they have 
been doing. Geoff and I were wondering 
if the typically threw off the left side so 
they could use their more dominant hand 
to throw.  So switching to throw on the 
other side meant you had to use your 
weaker arm for the throwing.  It worked.   

Sometimes we need to try a different 
approach.  Let’s hear the story again. 
 
 
SERMON 
 
The hymn (O Grant Us God, A Little 
Space) we just sang lifts up the interplay 
of prayer and work, the private and the 
public, religion and politics, if you will.  It 
is a challenge to live an integrated life. 
 
Recently I was invited, as a religious 
professional, to pray in a political context.  
A week ago Thursday I went to August to 
do the opening prayer in the State House 
of Representatives, at the request of Jay 
McCreight, representative from 
Harpswell.  Last year I did the opening 
prayer in the Senate.   
 
As some of you know, my mother served 
three terms in the State House and my 
father served two terms in the State 
Senate back in the 1980s and 90s.  
Although I often would not have voted 
with them, I would have been glad to 
serve with them.  As Tim Glidden, who 
worked with them both, once said to me, 
“You always knew where they stood and 
you could trust their word.”  That’s true. 
 
One of the things my mother said she 
learned from serving in the legislature is 
that she could trust lobbyists.  No way 
could she read all the bills in all their 
details so she would turn to the lobbyists 
to help her understand them.  She said 



 

 

they were honest with her even if they 
knew she disagreed with them.  As she 
said, “if they weren’t truthful no one would 
talk with them anymore.”  
 
So a shout out to some of our folk who 
work in Augusta.  Last week I saw Shelly 
Doak and Pete Didisheim.  Last year I 
saw Bill Ferdinand, Jenn Gray and Peter 
Gore.  Thank you to all of you who have 
served at national, state and local level 
including town councils, school boards, 
and other such committees.  We rely on 
the goodwill and the trustworthiness of 
people to run our towns, our state and 
our country. 
 
One of the things that has been 
interesting in my two experiences in 
going to the legislature has been how 
uneasy the state staff I interacted with 
were to have a religious professional 
come into their midst to deliver an 
“inspirational message.”  Clearly they 
have been burned in the past by religious 
professionals so they spent time in writing 
and in person to be sure to direct what 
kind of message I would give.  In the 
letter I received this year it said,   
 
As you prepare, please keep in mind that 
the House is comprised of members of 
many different denominations and 
religious backgrounds and represents the 
entire diverse population of Maine.  I 
respectfully request that your message 
be non-denominational and appropriate 
for people of all beliefs.  Also I ask that 
you keep your prayer brief, limited to the 
prayer, and that it refrain from invoking 
language that would be taken as 
exclusionary. 
 

In the midst of the disturbing political 
turmoil we are experiencing in our state 
and our nation I respectfully request that 
they send a similar message to all state 
and national legislators, governors, and 
candidates for president.  
 
In the most recent turmoil and the open 
Supreme Court seat, I am grateful to 
Susan Collins, one of our U.S. Senators 
from Maine, who is standing up to leaders 
in her own party and saying that she will 
do the job she has been elected to do by 
considering whomever President Obama 
nominates to the Supreme Court.  Isn’t it 
odd when you are so relieved that 
someone is at least willing to do the job 
she has taken an oath to fulfill.  
 
I also appreciated Senator Collin’s 
sensitivity in expressing concern for 
Antonin Scalia’s family immediately after 
his death while others were publicly 
moving to grasp control of his empty seat 
on the court.   
 
Certainly I’m not alone in my distress and 
concern about the state of our political 
discourse at this time in American history. 
What we are experiencing is stunning 
and appalling.  In the Portland Press 
Herald (3/1/16) this last week was this 
quote, 
 

  I have to tell you, what I’m seeing, with    
  the name-calling, the insulting - this is  
  no way to pick the president of the  
  United States.  It’s taking us down the  
  rathole. 
 

It may or may not surprise you to hear 
that these words come from one of the 
Republican candidates for President, 
Gov. John Kasich of Ohio. 
 



 

 

I have decided the one thing I would vote 
for is a greatly shortened presidential 
campaign time frame.  At the most six 
months. 
 
I have not watched the debates but I 
have seen clips.  One of my first 
reactions is that I want to take a very 
experienced junior high teacher and have 
them spend some time with those who 
are name-calling and insulting one 
another.   
 
However, it goes way beyond personal 
insults.  We have seen such blatant 
sexism, racism, religionism, nationalism 
and just about every other ism you can 
name, including a blatant disregard for 
climate change consequences. I think I’ll 
call it ecoism.   This behavior is 
despicable and insidious.  History tells 
some chilling stories of the election of 
people who spouted such attitudes. 
Jesus warned the disciples to pay 
attention not only to their actions but also 
to the attitudes of their hearts.  What we 
say matters.     
 
What must our children think when they 
hear this kind of language from adults 
who say they should be elected to run our 
country?  What must the rest of the world 
think when they see reality TV behavior 
masquerading as legitimate political 
discourse?  What do we think?  What are 
we willing to accept in our leaders? The 
concern is not only with a certain 
individuals but also with the many of our 
fellow citizens who are willing to support 
them.  
 
Indeed, there are many voters, on both 
sides of the aisle, who are angry, 
frightened, and disillusioned with the 

state of affairs in our country.  Some 
people I have been reading recently think 
that the support for Donald Trump and 
interestingly on the other side for Bernie 
Sanders comes from the ongoing 
disenfranchisement of the middle class in 
America.  This disappearance of a robust 
middle class became more evident during 
the economic crises in 2008.  Wall Street 
was “bailed out” while millions of 
individuals lost their homes. 
 
Many people who had just been holding 
on went under.  And they are still hurting. 
While they are often being told it is their 
fault, the reality is there are enormous 
systemic forces working against them.   
 
This is a crucial time in our political life 
together.  It is a crucial time in our 
religious life together.  What does it mean 
to live an integrated spiritual life in the 
wider community?  We are riding the 
waves of turmoil that were just below the 
surface.  Just doing the same old thing 
and expecting different results is as 
unlikely to be fruitful as it ever was.   
 
We cannot simply play to our personal 
strengths as the disciples were doing in 
the boat in today’s story, simply pushing 
our own agendas.  We need to also pay 
attention “to the other side”  

• the other side of the boat 
• the other side of town 
• the other side of campus 
• the other “Maine” 
• the other side of the aisle 

 
For there is much to be learned from one 
another in thoughtful and compassionate, 
even though challenging, dialogue.   
 



 

 

May we respectfully request that our 
elected officials – local, state, and 
national - make honest commitments to 
“represent the entire diverse population 
…and to refrain from invoking language 
that would be taken as exclusionary.” 
God be with us. 
 
   
 


