
   

First Parish Church is open to everyone and welcomes participation  
in the full life, leadership, and ministry of the Church.  

We are a diverse congregation.  
We welcome persons of any race, gender, ethnic origin,  

mental or physical ability, religious tradition, sexual orientation,  
gender identity or expression, and economic circumstances.  

We affirm that the love of Christ for each person knows no bounds. 

First Parish Church Vision:   

A world transformed  

   by the indwelling of God’s Spirit. 
 

When about 150 of us gathered for an All Church 

Conference in the fall of 2011 we imagined how 

God was calling us to focus our energies to live 

into our vision.  From that conversation we devel-

oped a Strategic Plan 2012-2017. The church 

leadership has been using that strategic plan to 

guide decisions and strategies these last four 

years.   
 

Recently, in reviewing the strategic plan, we real-

ized it falls into thirds – a third accomplished, a 

third we are actively working on, a third that 

needs more focused attention. 
 

Accomplished: 

Open and Affirming Designation 

Organizational Restructure 

Expand Electronic Communications  
 

Actively working on: 

Facilities evaluation & modifications 

2017 Celebrations 

Improving Earth Care 
 

Attention needed: 

Prioritizing new spiritual growth opportunities 

Exploring ways to engage both members and 

wider community in education, worship, 

fellowship 

      Empowering people for ministry in the world 

 

This last third can generally be categorized as 

“Spiritual Life.”   In light of our vision we are 

called to help one another discern, affirm, and em-

body our gifts for min-

istry in the world.  In 

many ways we are al-

ways about this work, 

especially as we gath-

er for worship each 

week.  In addition, 

there are many small 

groups that also support this part of our life to-

gether.   
 

One of the ways we are enriching our spiritual 

life together is with the addition of a part time 

Minister of Visitation (20 hours a month) to sup-

port the spiritual life of older adults, especially 

those who are unable to worship with us regularly 

or are facing a life crisis.  We are very pleased 

that the Rev. Leslie Foley has agreed to join us in 

this ministry.  Please see the article in the news-

letter that introduces Leslie. 
 

In the coming months we will focus  attention on 

our spiritual life to bring clarity to what is already 

happening and to prioritize new opportunities.  

We realize this is particularly important to con-

sider the spiritual needs of people who are new to 

our congregation and for people in the wider 

community to whom we are reaching out.   
 

Since the work of the last All Church Conference 

has been so helpful, we are already talking about 

the possibility of another All Church Conference 

at the end of our 2017 celebrations – probably 

late October or early November of 2017 – to im-

agine the next five years of our life together.   

 

Blessings, 

Mary 
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April 3  Second Sunday of Easter 

Communion  Mary Baard preaching 

Luke 24: 13-35   Road to Emmaus 

Adult Choir 

Blessing of Julia and Geoff’s marriage 

Reception for them in Fellowship Hall  
 

April 10 Third Sunday of Easter 

Confirmation Sunday 

Mary Baard and Geoff Parker preaching 

Adult, Junior, Cherub, Westminster  

and Chamber Choirs 
 

April 17   Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Susan Chadima preaching: “Afghanistan” 

Chapel Ringers, Adult Choir, Chamber Choir 

Adams Society Recognition 
 

April 24  Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Geoff Parker preaching 

Earth Care Sunday 

Adult Choir and Parish Ringers 

New Member Conversation after worship 

First Parish Church is de-

lighted to announce the ad-

dition of The Rev. Leslie 

Foley to our staff as Minister 

of Visitation. She will be 

helping us to deepen our 

ministry of visitation to 

those in our congregation 

who are unable to join us 

regularly in worship and ac-

tivities on campus. As part 

of her ministry, Leslie will also provide education and 

support for Lay Parish Visitors and others who would 

like to learn about and explore our mutual ministry of 

caring for one another as a church.  

 

Leslie, a board-certified chaplain and UCC Minister, 

will graduate from Andover Newton Theological 

School this May with a Doctorate of Ministry in Spir-

itual Care Education.  She holds an undergraduate de-

gree in Education from the University of Tennessee, 

and a Master of Divinity from Lancaster Theological 

Seminary. After graduating from seminary in 2002, 

Leslie entered a chaplaincy residency program at Yale-

New Haven Hospital.  Since then she has worked in a 

variety of settings including diverse church, hospital, 

and caring facilities.  

 

A lover of people, audiobooks, nature, fitness, garden-

ing, animals, music, the arts, sugar, caffeine and Italian 

food, Leslie currently lives with her family in Fal-

mouth, ME. She is a member of the First Congrega-

tional-Christian Church of New Gloucester, ME. 

Though her work with us will not involve regular at-

tendance in Sunday worship, she will join us several 

times through the month of April so that we may all 

get to know her better. 

We hope you will 

warmly welcome her to 

our mutual life and 

ministry together! 

Dr. Susan Chadima, a member of First Parish 

Church, will preach on April 17 about her work in 

Afghanistan. In 2011, she became chief veterinari-

an of Nowzad, a non-profit in Kabul that provides 

surgeries and medical services to stray animals. 

Dedicated not only to her work with animals, Sue 

is doing her part to help Afghanistan grow into a 

democracy. She is committed to her volunteerism, 

which is creating a safer and healthy environment 

for both humans and animals. She holds a position 

in the Afghani Ministry of Agriculture where she 

helps develop federal policy involving animal hus-

bandry and food production. Please join us. 
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Spring is a time of new beginnings. The new vestry ramp and stairs project is finished and, 

as of Palm Sunday, you are giving it good reviews. Along with the 

“step forward” in accessibility, we also have a new floor in the vestry 

and No Name Street entrance, and a slightly new configuration for the 

kitchen. (Note: No cupboards were harmed or lost in the renovations.) 

Kudos to the Facilities Connectedness Team, Scott Simons Architects 

and Wright Ryan Construction for their work on this project. Check out 

the Facilities Connectedness Team’s report elsewhere in this newsletter 

for more news. 

 

At our meeting in March, the Church Council discussed the status of 

the five-year strategic plan that our congregation committed to at the 

all-church conference in fall 2011. Pastor Mary reminded us that we 

are in the fifth year of the plan and that it’s time to take stock of our 

progress in accomplishments and ongoing goals. We will include that 

as a topic at the next ministry forum on April 26.  

 

Regarding the move to a new calendar for the budget process – select-

ing top projects for 2017 by June 2016 – the Council agreed to include 

that as another topic at the ministry forum. The Finance and Steward-

ship committees recommended this change to the calendar in order to 

make the budget process and stewardship campaign more connected to 

our stated goals for the new fiscal year. We look forward to hearing the committees and 

teams’ priorities at the ministry forum, and by May, the Council will finalize the top projects 

to be introduced to the congregation at the June semi-annual meeting. This will mean that we 

can estimate costs over the summer, so that the Stewardship and Finance committees can de-

velop a revenue goal and campaign that are based on our top priorities for 2017. 

 

We authorized Pastor Mary to go forward with hiring a candidate for the visitation ministry 

position. At the January congregational meeting, the congregation adopted a budget that in-

cluded $7,000 for visitation ministry. This line item was requested by the Deacons to address 

the growing demand for such a ministry among our members.  

 

Finally, the Council discussed the report from the ad hoc committee that we formed to out-

line issues to consider in developing a written policy for allowing external groups to use our 

facilities. Our thanks go to Shawn Gerwig, Susan Nourse, Carol O’Donnell, John Pearson, 

and Geno Ring, who agreed to take on this task, and Ken Thorson, who was the council rep-

resentative. As a next step, Ken has volunteered to provide a framework for a policy using 

the report from the task force and policy examples from other churches. 

 

On behalf of the Church Council, thank YOU for your support and input. 

 

Margo Knight 

Chair, Church Council 
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Greetings from the Facilities Connectedness Team  

We are pleased to share the following updates about our facilities work at First Parish: 
 

(1) We are very pleased that the stairs/ramp project, connecting the Vestry to the Sanctuary, was nearly com-

pleted by Palm Sunday, a week ahead of schedule. Thank you to Wright Ryan Construction Company for 

their work on this project. 

 

(2) We have had an initial, insightful discussion with the Village Review Board (charged, among other things, 

with historic preservation in Brunswick) about a possible design for adding an elevator to Pilgrim House. 

Scott Simon Architects has taken the VRB feedback and is working on a design to present to the congre-

gation for consideration. 

 

(3) We have also asked Scott Simon Architects to do an evaluation study of Pilgrim House with the goal of 

identifying items for a proposed Master Plan for Pilgrim House. This analysis will take into consideration 

the work that Susan Lewis and Peter Heinrichs of Full Harvest Fundraising have done with us over the 

past year. Under consideration are both replacement of Pilgrim House as well as upgrades to the existing 

building. Consideration of what to do with 185 Park Row will be a part of this analysis. Once we have this 

report we will present it to the congregation for consideration. 

 

(4) We have placed in the Vestry a drawing of a preliminary plan for a ramp and other proposed changes to 

the front of the sanctuary. Next to the drawing is a board where we encourage you to write your comments 

about this preliminary plan. The Facilities Connectedness Team will take your comments back to Scott 

Simon Architects as we further develop a proposal to present to the congregation later this spring for con-

sideration. 

  

Thank you for your continued support of this important facilities work. As always, feel free to reach out to 

any one of us or any member of the Church Council with any thoughts or concerns. 

  

Kevin Hart, Kristi Hatrick, John Pearson, Len Westra, Bill Ferdinand, Mark Patrick 

A Thank You Note from a Parishioner 

 

To Everybody who had anything to do with our 

new access ramp: 

 

Now there is one, long, beautiful flow from the 

Maine Street handicap parking places or bus de-

livery to the sloping sidewalk, to the inside ramp 

and into our sanctuary. It all says, “Welcome! 

Come in and join us!” 

 

Anyone may come into our big, beautiful room 

with its soaring beamed ceilings to join our circle 

so we talk, listen, weep and laugh, pray and hope, 

make music and enjoy our children, share silence 

and holy mystery. Thank you, thank you. 
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Planned Giving Message 
 

Taking “stock” of your gift-giving… 

Using appreciated securities (stocks, bonds or mu-

tual funds which are worth more now than when 

you purchased them) to fund a charitable gift, can 

have considerable tax advantages. By giving either 

an outright gift to the church or with a planned 

gift, you can realize considerable tax savings. 

(Please note: in order to realize the tax advantages, 

stocks must be transferred directly to the church 

rather than sold.) For more information, contact 

the church office or the UCC Office of Philanthro-

py and Stewardship at (800) 846-6822 or 

www.giving@ucc.org.  

 

Our first organ was installed in April 1835 -  a courageous step not without controver-

sy. The bass viol had been one of the few instruments permitted in Congregational 

churches in the 18th and early 19th centuries and may well have been used here to 

accompany singing. We do know that Charles Noyes, our first organist, played the 

bass viol in 1829 when George Adams was in-

stalled as our minister. 

 

Some folks continued to grumble about the organ. “It is not ac-

ceptable to God. It is very offensive. It keeps our minds from oth-

er things,” but time had allowed others to appreciate it. At an 

1840 meeting, it was pointed out that “the number of persons 

composing the congregation on the Sabbath had increased by the 

efforts to have good music.” Dr. Cushman added that by neglect-

ing music, one-third or more of the congregation would leave. He 

had been opposed to the purchase of the organ, but now “I would 

be loath to give it up. It IS acceptable to God.” 

 

Our first Music Committee was established at this time, and was 

given full charge of the music. This first organ served First Parish 

until 1883 when our present organ replaced it. 

 

FYI: We still have The History of First Parish Church by Ashby 

(written in 1917) available in a hardbound edition here in the 

church office. You can read more about our organ and music   

history. 

2017 

Stay after church Sunday, April 17, to hear the 

Rev. Peter Panagore talk about his near death 

experience and how it shaped his life.  You have 

perhaps seen him early in the morning on Chan-

nel 6 as minister of First Radio Parish Church of 

America with his Daily Devotions.    

 

The program is in honor of Adams Society 

members who have made provision for First  

Parish Church in their wills or other legal docu-

ments, and all are welcome. 

Planned Giving  

Special Invitation 
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It is time to begin planning “WINDOWS ON……..RELIGION, the Next 100 

Years. This series will run April 23, 2017 – May 21, 2017 with speaker, Dianna 

Butler Bass, currently scheduled for early May. The Windows On committee 

needs planners, organizers and helpers. If you would like to join this committee 

please contact Paige Mangum, pmangum@comcast.net  or Becky Dulik 

Becky.dulik@gmail.com.  

 

 

The next workshop for the 300th Anniversary book, Journey, will be in the    

Chapel after worship on Sunday, April 10 from 11:15 – 12:30.  

Snacks and inspiration for your contribution to this publication will be provided.  

Pilgrim Lodge has weeks for women, men, 

young adults, teens, children, families, grand-

parent/child with many different themes. 

Check out: 

www.pilgrimlodge.org 

207   724-3200 

Registration is now open 

Brochures available in the church office or  

on-line. Don’t hesitate! Sign up for  

the weeks you want soon! 

Scholarships are available both from Pilgrim 

Lodge and from First Parish Church. Please 

call or email Becky Wilkoff FMI: 729-7331 

bwilkoff@firstparish.net  

Inquiring Minds Book Group 

 

 

you are invited to discuss "Badluck Way: A 

Year on the Ragged Edge of the West" written 

by Bryce Andrews on Monday April 18th at 

7pm in the Parlor.  Any questions, contact 

Becky Halbrook at 389-2286.  All are welcome! 

Palm Sunday!! 

 

The fourth and final class of the racial justice 

series is on Monday April 25th. An optional din-

ner will be at 6:30 and class is from 7:00-9:00. 

We will be brainstorming and planning actiona-

ble steps for creating a more racially just com-

munity. 

 

mailto:pmangum@comcast.net
mailto:Becky.dulik@gmail.com
mailto:www.pilgrimlodge.org?subject=www.pilgrimlodge.org
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    On Wednesday, April 6th, “The Heart of the Matter”, a conversation among three cler-

gy about caring for the earth, will be held at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Bruns-

wick from 7:00-8:30 pm. Our own Rev. Mary Baard, Rev. Carolyn Eklund of St. 

Paul’s Church and Rev. Sylvia Stocker of the Unitarian Universalist Church will 

share their personal perspectives on how our faith calls us to care for the earth.  This pro-

gram is sponsored by the 3 Churches Earth Care team which is an interfaith group from 

the churches of the three pastors. There will be time for questions from the audi-

ence.  Please join us for this special program.  

Breathe new life into old furniture: 

have it repaired, refinished or reuphol-

stered. 

 

Try to find something used before settling on buy-

ing something new. Shop antique stores, consign-

ment shops, estate sales and secondhand stores. 

You can find great deals, and the hunt is half of 

the fun! 

Through the first two months of the year, we are essentially on track financially.  Pledge 

and regular giving is $3,000 below budget and expenses are basically right on budget.  So 

far so good!!  Thank you to everyone for your continued support of the mission and work 

of First Parish Church.  For some people, donating stock that has appreciated over time is 

an excellent way to support the church.  The person donating the stock doesn't have to pay 

tax on the gains so it is actually worth more than would be the case if the person sold the stock and donated 

the proceeds less the tax owed.  We receive several donations of stock every year and can easily handle these 

transactions.  If anyone is interested in learning more about this possible method of supporting the church, 

please call Steve, our Business Administrator, at 729-7331, and he will walk you through the process. 
 

Happy Spring! 

Wendy Suehrstedt, Treasurer 

  

Learn About First Parish Church 

New Member Conversation 

 

Would you like to learn more about First 

Parish? Are you perhaps thinking of joining 

the church. You are welcome to join others 

in a gathering after worship on Sunday, 

April 24. 
 

If you decide you would like to join, we 

will receive new members on Sunday, 

May 15 during worship. 
 

If you are unable to attend the gathering on 

April 24, but are interested in joining, 

please call Mary or Geoff to set up a time 

to meet. 
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The Christian Outreach Committee is so thankful for all who have donated 

to Habitat for Humanity Faith Build! Thanks to your generosity of spirit, 

we have $12,000 of the $15,000 we are striving to raise to complete our fi-

nancial commitment to this ministry to our neighbors. Thanks to our joint 

mission and ministry between First Parish and Habitat, Christina Colon and 

her family are set to move in to their new, safe, affordable housing on Hope 

Lane, but there is still time to support the build! Donations may be sent to 

the church office marked “Habitat”, or given online. We invite all to join us 

at the dedication of the Colon’s home at 2 Hope Lane on April 23rd from 

9:30 -  11:00 AM. 

Habitat for Humanity/7 Rivers 

Walk to Build    May 1 
Packets will be available in the church office and 

after worship in the Vestry for this year’s walk, 

which takes place on Sunday May 1 at    2 PM. The 

four-mile route will begin and end at St. Charles 

Church in Brunswick. At the halfway point, they 

will pause for the Education Build Groundbreaking 

ceremony for the new house to be built on Hope 

Lane. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cancer Society’s Relay for Life 

May 13th 
 

This year the American Cancer Society's Relay for 

Life will be held on May 13th from 6PM-11PM at 

the Brunswick High School track. A Caring Spirit, 

the First Parish team, will be walking again this 

year. Our team will be dedicating this year's Relay 

to Susan Fitzgerald. We need team members!  

 

For more information, please see us after church 

during coffee time in April or call Janet Roberts 

729-8967 or Ruth Thibodeau 729-3190. If you 

can't join the team you can support us with a dona-

tion. There will be more about how to do that in 

the May Pilgrims Progress. 
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 Prayers for: Sally Twine, David Leland 

 Prayers for family and friends of Leah Nelson, who died on February 16, 2016. Her service was held here 

on March 19. 

 Congratulations to Geoff Parker and Julia Teitel on their wedding, April 2, 2016. 

 The Caregivers’ Support Group meets each Monday at 2:00 pm in Pilgrim House Parlor.   FMI, please 

call the church office at 729-7331. 

 The Grief Support Group will  meet on Wednesdays at 2 PM in the Parlor. FMI, please call the church 

office at 729-7331. 

 Pilgrim Lodge Jumpstart Weekend is on April 29-30. More details to follow in the weekly emails. 

  A reminder: sermons, our Weekly Email, and the monthly newsletter (Pilgrims’ Progress)  can be ac-

cessed via our website:  http://www.firstparish.net.  
 
 

I am planning my second pancake breakfast to benefit Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program, May 28, 2015. 

Would you please volunteer? Volunteers will help me set-up, cook and clean-up. Donations are welcome! 

Please contact me, Max Keller, at 725-6548 or my Mom, Danielle, at keller_danijoy@yahoo.com 

Max Keller 

Maundy Thursday Communion 

and Bread and Soup Dinner with 

almost 80 folks in Fellowship Hall 

on March 24. 

mailto:keller_danijoy@yahoo.com
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Mary E. Baard, Senior Pastor (mbaard@firstparish.net) 

Geoff Parker, Associate Pastor (gparker@firstparish.net)  
Ray E. Cornils, Minister of Music (rcornils@firstparish.net) 

Becky Wilkoff, Children’s Ministries Coordinator (bwilkoff@firstparish.net) 
Amanda Similien, Youth Ministries Coordinator (asimilien@firstparish.net) 

Jane Connors, Office Administrator (jconnors@firstparish.net) 
Steve Williams, Business Administrator (swilliams@firstparish.net) 

Peggy Mast, Collector (fpcaccounting@firstparish.net) 
Karen Leland, Chapel Ringers Director 

Carol Elowe, Accompanist 

 
 
 
 

Office is located at 9 Cleaveland Street, Brunswick Maine 04011 
Church Office Phone Number:  207 729-7331 

Church Office Fax Number:  207 729-4512 
Website:  www.firstparish.net 

 
Our church building is accessible 

Office Hours: Monday -  Thursday: 9:00 AM t0 5:00 PM     


