First Parish Church is open to everyone and welcomes participation
in the full life, leadership, and ministry of the Church.
We are a diverse congregation.
We welcome persons of any race, gender, ethnic origin,
mental or physical ability, religious tradition, sexual orientation,
gender identity or expression, and economic circumstances.
We affirm that the love of Christ for each person knows no bounds.

The spiritual journey calls us to be centered in
God. The point of a labyrinth is to help find your
center. Many people find walking a labyrinth aids
them on the spiritual journey.
The “Labyrinth in the Woods” in honor of Susan
Fitzgerald, which was constructed last November,
is a joint project of our congregation and the
Brunswick Topsham Land Trust. How wonderful
to share together in providing an opportunity for
walking meditation and spiritual practice in a natural setting, which is open to all people!
Last November, just as the outdoor labyrinth was
completed, we had a small gathering with Susan
Fitzgerald and her family at the labyrinth, so that
she could participate in a blessing of the labyrinth.
It was a very special day. We all realized that she
was unlikely to be with us when spring came and
we would be ready to do an official opening of
the labyrinth to the community. (For any of you
who never met Susan, she was the Christian Education Director here at the church for 16 years,
and she died in January.)

Now spring is here. On Saturday, May 14, 1-4
pm, there will be an “Open House” for this Labyrinth in the Woods. The path leading to the labyrinth is located off Maurice Drive (which is off
Baribeau Drive) in Brunswick. When you get to
the Community Gardens there will be people to
direct you to the labyrinth. (Rain date is Sunday,
May 15, 1-4 pm.) We hope that you will take this
opportunity to experience this new outdoor labyrinth, if you haven’t already done so.
On Sunday, May 15, in worship we will have a
time of recognition of the Labyrinth in the Woods
and give thanks for Susan’s vision of an outdoor
labyrinth that has come to be.
Thank you again to all who made donations to
make this project possible. We have received
enough money to complete the construction and
also to invest for long term upkeep. Bless your
hearts!

Mary
with Mary Baard
Saturday, May 7 9:00 - 11:00 AM
In the Vestry of the church
We will explore intentional breathing as a spiritual
practice. We will consider scriptural references
and insights from other traditions.
If you already came to the Sunday morning class,
you are still welcome at this session.

May 1
Communion
Mary Baard preaching
“Hope for Healing” John 5:2-9
Adult Choir, Westminster Choir
4Cs Meeting directly after worship (see Facilities
article)
May 8
Rebecca Erb preaching: “Being a Pioneer”
Psalm 16: 5-9, 11; Philippians 4:4-9
Recognition of Clergy
Adult Choir, Chapel Ringers, Chamber Choir
May 15
Pentecost and the
UCC Strengthen the Church Special Offering
Mary Baard preaching
“Outdoor Labyrinth Recognition”
New Member Sunday and Baptism
Adult and Westminster Choirs, Parish Ringers

On Sunday, May 22, during the 10:00 am worship
service, the Cherub, Junior and Westminster Choirs
will present a musical telling of Jesus’ feeding the
crowd of 5,000. Other than the resurrection, it is the
only miracle that is reported in all four gospels.
The musical focuses primarily on the narrative from
John, where one child with five loaves and two fish
is the catalyst for everything that follows. It underlines the theme that the most humble among us, especially children, can do great things with God’s
help.
Mother Teresa said, “We can do small things, with
great love, and together, we can do something wonderful.” It is in this spirt that this musical points us
to the One who can fill every hunger.

May 22
Children’s Musical “Table for 5,000”
(see article in this newsletter about musical)
Cherub, Junior and Westminster Choirs
May 29
Geoff Parker preaching
“House Calls” Luke 7:1-10

2015 Musical
All God’s Children
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This month, the Church Council discussed the agenda for the
Ministry Forum that will be held on April 26. (Because of the
publishing schedule of the Pilgrims’ Progress, I’m writing this
on April 20.) We are looking forward to reviewing the progress that First Parish has made on the 2012-17 strategic plan
and the work remaining. Key to this agenda item will be input
from the committees and teams about their goals and vision
for the next three years. And, in turn, that input will help the
Finance and Stewardship committees prepare a budget and
fundraising goal for 2017 by the fall.
We will also review the draft of the revised church covenant.
Many thanks to Jon Beede, Laura Lee, and Becky Dulik for their work on this draft and the time
they took to meet with our members, to listen, and to compose an elegant draft that includes that
input. By the time you read this, the Church Council, Deacons, and the Ministry Forum will have
reviewed the draft. Now it’s your turn.
Also at the forum, the Facilities Connectedness Team will review the comments so far on
the proposed changes to the sanctuary. If you have been in the Vestry since it has reopened, I
hope that you have had a chance to see the architect’s drawing of the front of the sanctuary incorporating the proposed modifications, and that you’ve jotted your comments on the flip chart or
shared your comments with one of us. The drawing will be on display in Pilgrim House during
the week so that more of you can have a chance to see it and comment.
First Parish Church is blessed with wonderful volunteers and engaged members. On behalf of the Church Council, we thank YOU for your input and support.
Peace,
Margo Knight
Chair, Church Council

Thank you from Julia and Geoff
Dear First Parish Friends,
Thank you so much for the gift of your blessing and celebration of our vows on Sunday,
April 3rd, and for the many, many cards and
messages of care we received from those present and those away. It is powerful to be surrounded by your prayers, well-wishes, and
smiling faces as we embark on our journey together as a married couple, and it is a joy to
continue that journey in community with you.
Special ‘thank yous’ to all those who helped
orchestrate a beautiful (and delicious ) reception afterwards... A grand time was had by all!
With our love and gratitude,
Geoff (Parker) and Julia (Teitel)

Planned Giving Message
When you think of your church, what comes to
mind? Peaceful, yet thoughtful, worship? Committees making decisions for us all? A church family
that is happy to see you and ready to support you?
Our wonderful historic meetinghouse? Be a part of
extending all of this into the future. Show your
thankfulness for all of this by remembering First
Parish in your final financial plans. There are
many ways to do so. Ask a member of the Planning Giving Committee for ideas.
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Greetings from the Facilities Connectedness Team
Below are some of the questions we have fielded about the proposed sanctuary modifications. Please keep the questions and
comments coming. Feel free to leave your thoughts on the comment board next to the rendering in the vestry, or you may email
or call any one of us on the FCT. FCT members include Kevin
Hart, John Pearson, Bill Ferdinand, Mark Patrick, Len Westra and
Kristi Hatrick. Also, please be sure to put our next 4Cs on Facilities on your calendars -- after worship on Sunday, May 1st.

Proposed Sanctuary Modifications: Frequently Asked Questions
What are all of the proposed changes to the front of the sanctuary shown in this rendering?
This proposal includes: adding a ramp to make the chancel/pulpit area accessible, expanding the stairs to create permanent risers, adding chairs to the north and south transepts to allow wheelchair access to the ramp and
to create two flexible spaces for the bell choirs, smaller group services, piano storages, etc., lowering and
moving the reredos back to fully reveal the Chamberlain window, and making the pulpit movable.
Where’s the ramp? It is in the left of the rendering of the proposed changes, shown in a light color. It goes
up the left side, across and behind the reredos, and ends slightly to the right of the reredos.
Why are there chairs?
To make the ramp accessible for wheel chairs we will need to remove/shorten some pews. In addition, the use
of chairs up front would allow for a more flexible worship space, particularly when the entire sanctuary is not
needed for a service, such as a small wedding or funeral service. More flexible space in the transepts would
also accommodate the bell choirs and other special groups, and provide a place to put the piano when it isn’t
needed. Chairs would be more comfortable than our present pews. Finally, the deacons have asked us to consider removing pews and replacing them with more accommodating seating.
What’s the difference between the reredos, the sounding board, and the filigree?
The reredos is the solid wooden screen behind the pulpit. The sounding board is the curved piece attached to
the reredos that reaches up and slightly over the pulpit. The filigree is the ornamental woodwork that sits atop
the reredos.
How will the reredos change in the proposed modifications?
It will be moved back and lowered in order to allow a better view of the Chamberlain window.
Is the sounding board original to the building? No, it was added in 1848, two years after the building was
originally built, in order to improve the poor acoustics. It’s height was necessary to accommodate where the
pulpit used to be – six feet or so higher than where it is presently. There have been several votes taken over
the years to remove the sounding board.
Will the new steps hold the full adult choir? The architects have sized the stairs to hold 74 average-sized
adults. They are 18 inches deep, the same as the risers we use presently when choirs sing in the front of the
sanctuary.
What is the estimated price tag for this work?

$350,000 to $400,000

continued on next page
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continued from previous page

Is all of this set in stone? I thought we got a vote!
You do! This rendering depicts a proposal brought forward by the Facilities Connectedness Team to the congregation, based on the facilities research work done to-date. This research includes the interviews and small
group meetings conducted by Full Harvest Fundraising last spring and fall, input from Teams and Committees, feedback from Ministry Forum
and 4Cs meetings, years of work done
by the Long Range Planning Committee, and input from members of the
congregation and staff. We eagerly
seek comment on this proposal and
hope to bring it to the congregation for
a vote in the near future. We may be
ready to bring this to the congregation
at our annual meeting in June 2016, but
will delay this if it seems to make more
sense, based on what we hear back
from the congregation on this proposal
and on the status of our work on
Pilgrim House and the choir loft
railing.

On Pentecost, May 15th, First Parish Church will collect a special
“Strengthen the Church” offering. Strengthen The Church is a special
mission offering to reimagine and build the future of the UCC. As God
calls our congregations to be church in new ways, your gift will plant
new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches, and develop
spiritual life in our youth and young adults. Because of this offering,
many more will hear the good news that “God is still speaking.”
Since 2004, Stillspeaking has worked with thousands of UCC churches
and individuals across the country to extend an extravagant welcome
to all - because no matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here. Your gifts for this special offering will be
received throughout the month of May.
Thank you!
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Ella Meghan Tycz Her interests include swimming, soccer, traveling, and spending time in the water. She
also enjoys spending time with her family, photography and helping others. Her mentor, Bonnie Blair says: “I
have known Ella for several years. She is bright and thoughtful. With growing confidence, she talks of her
beliefs. Her wonderment is genuine.”
Semma Louise Twining is very interested in dance, especially ballet, downhill skiing and spending time with
her friends and family. Her mentor, Hilda Wiley says: “Semma is a bright, intellectually-curious young lady.
She loves ballet and danced this winter in the Nutcracker. Semma finds joy in helping others and enjoyed volunteering at a Head Start program. It has been a pleasure getting to know this reflective and compassionate
young lady.”
Lila Kathleen Solberg enjoys soccer, basketball, lacrosse, hockey, reading and most of all, traveling. Her
mentor, Susan Hartnett says: “Lila is a confident young woman who is compassionate and caring. Her love of
sports is trumped only by her love of travel. She has a zest for adventure and will go far in life. It’s been a
pleasure to be part of her faith journey, and I look forward to watching her next grand adventure.”
Evan Peter Molnar likes to play games and sports including baseball, basketball and football. He enjoys
math, riding bikes and playing his tuba. His mentor, Ted Wickwire says: “Evan is a thoughtful and kind person with an enthusiasm for helping others and a curiosity about the world. During our confirmation journey,
he shared observations and asked questions about the practices of other religions which helped us understand
the role of faith and practice in his life.”
continued on next page
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continued from previous page: New Members!

Hannah Yvonne Leitzell likes to sing, write and enjoy the outdoors! She really enjoyed the confirmation process and sharing her faith journey with her mentor. Her
mentor, Danielle Keller says, “Hannah is enthusiastic, and fun. She has a wonderful
sense of family, and a great curiosity about the world. It was a joy to share in part of
her Confirmation journey.”
Ana Luisa Knight loves to play sports, including soccer, track and lacrosse, waterskiing, swimming, hanging out with friends and family, and volunteering at the
Coastal Humane Society. Her mentor, Ruth Thibodeau says: “Ana is a quiet and
thoughtful person. She has a quick smile and a great sense of humor. Blessings to Ana
as she continues her journey of faith.”
Lila Grace Henderson enjoys traveling, archery, and spending time with friends. Her mentor, Juley Salisbury says: “Lila is a smart, curious, kind and adventurous young lady. She enjoys experiencing new things
while traveling the world with her family.”
Hannah Elizabeth Dow enjoys skiing, soccer, baking and reading. Her mentor, Pam Morneau says: “Hannah
is a kind, thoughtful, insightful young lady who approaches life with excitement and wonder. She entered into
each activity with the anticipation of learning something new about herself and her faith.”
Grace Margaret Watt Clendening has a wide variety of interests including reading, playing the violin,
singing, soccer and Highland dancing. Her mentor, Karen Rider says: “I have known Grace for many years
and have enjoyed watching her mature into a thoughtful, sensitive, inquisitive young lady. She was an enthusiastic participant in other worship services we attended, especially the Jewish Shabbat service.”
Grace Elizabeth Casey wants to become a pilot and wants to be in the U.S. Air Force. Her mentor, Liz Newman says: “Grace is a thoughtful, quiet, bright young woman and very busy as an athlete scholar.”
Henry Lee Burnham enjoys sports and music, including soccer, hockey and baseball, chorus and the school
musical. His mentor, Mark Wild says: “It has been enjoyable to watch Henry grow and discover the Christian
Story. His keen intellect and curious nature make him an engaging conversationalist.”
Alex Oriole Bunker enjoys soccer, basketball, baking, art, traveling and time with her friends. Her mentor,
Hope Mahoney says: “I have been very impressed with Alex’s hard work as academics and athletics are very
important to her. I have observed Alex’s thoughtfulness during the confirmation journey…”
Caleb Campbell Braddick enjoys singing and reading. In his after
school time he sings with an acapella group and takes martial arts.
His mentor, Adam Bohanan says: “Caleb keeps busy in several
choirs, including Westminster Choir here at church. He is excited
about theater productions and is already talking about next year’s
play.”
Randolph George Adam Beede enjoys soccer, science, math, engineering and technology, trombone and vocal music and outdoor
activities. His mentor, Eddie Hatrick says: “Randy has always been
an enthusiastic and engaging learner, both in church and outside of
it, and engages easily in conversation with fellow members of First
Parish of all ages.”
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Pilgrim Lodge has weeks for women, men, young adults, teens,
children, families, grandparent/child with many different
themes. Check out:
www.pilgrimlodge.org
207 724-3200
Registration is now open
Brochures available in the church office or
on-line. Don’t hesitate! Sign up for
the weeks you want soon!
Scholarships are available both from Pilgrim Lodge and from
First Parish Church. Please call or email Becky Wilkoff FMI:
729-7331
bwilkoff@firstparish.net
The deadline for scholarships has been extended to May 15,
so get in your requests!

The Children and Family Ministries Team is hosting a camp-themed
family event to support Camp POSTCARD on Sunday, May 15 at 4:30
PM! Riverview Martial Arts in Topsham has generously offered the use
of their beautiful outdoor space (and their indoor bathrooms). We will play field games, enjoy a potluck picnic, and gather 'round a campfire for songs, stories and s'mores. Rain location is Fellowship Hall.
Donations to Camp POSTCARD may be brought to the church office in advance or to the event on May 15.
Please see below for their wish list. Thank you!
What is Camp POSTCARD?
Camp POSTCARD (Police Officers Striving To Create And Reinforce Dreams) is a free, week-long program
for Maine 5th and 6th graders who don’t have an opportunity to go to summer camp. The counselors at this
unique camp are sheriffs, state troopers and local police officers from all over Maine. Kids get to spend time
with dedicated first responders and learn that the police are always there if they need help. Many children arrive at camp with very little, and Camp POSTCARD relies on donations to help them provide campers with
the necessary supplies to have a wonderful camping experience.
Camp POSTCARD's Wish List for FPC
For camper welcome bags (We wonder if families might consider giving part or all of a welcome bag? Camp
POSTCARD will provide the actual bags.):
• 160 beach towels,• 160 clear style rain ponchos,• 160 plastic travel soap containers with soap,• 160 small
flashlights with batteries (dollar store style),• 160 small shampoos,
Other items:
• New medium weight sleeping bags, pillows and twin blankets, • Sneakers (sizes 6-7-8-9-10-11) & Flip flops
(S, M, L), • Financial donations (checks payable to VOA / Camp POSTCARD)
Thank you for your help in supporting Camp POSTCARD!
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Poet Robert Peter Tristram Coffin was a member of First Parish Church for
much of his life. The poem he wrote about our church ends:

“This house shows the feet
of God upon the hill”
Coffin never saw Richard Upjohn’s original Meetinghouse, which had neither
the Vestry nor the Morrell Rooms. In 1892, when those areas were added, some folks were very displeased,
feeling the additions were an affront to the original simple Gothic lines. Here are some of the names they circulated about the change:
Gymnasium
Hens and Chickens
Protuberance
Barn

Cathedral
Pagoda
Baby
Bustle

Thumb
Workshop
Side Show

Wasp’s Nest
Side Show
Hand Bag

Did you read last month’s article about reactions to our first organ? Change can be hard to accept, can’t it!?

According to the U.S. government’s Energy Star program, if Americans improved the energy efficiency of their homes by just 10 percent, they could cut
some $20 billion from their utility bills and remove emissions equivalent to taking some 25 million cars off the road.

March is always a big expense month for First Parish and this March was no exception.
Our expenses were over $10,000 higher than our income. However, though our net income
was negative, it was nearly $18,000 better than we had budgeted. Year-to-date, net cash
flow is $17,200 better than budget. Through the first 3 months of the year, we have received pledges and regular giving totaling $193,000, nearly $15,500 more than was the
case through the first 3 months of 2015. This is certainly a very positive trend.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed so generously to the Church during this first
quarter. Expenses during the first quarter have been $4,700 below budget thanks to the continued careful
management by our staff. The other piece of great news in March is that after two very difficult months for
our endowment in January and February, March saw a very significant rebound for the stock market and our
endowment managed by United Church Funds gained $56,300 or 6.1% during the month. Our endowment is
now up $17,700 or 1.8% YTD.
Thank you, everyone, for making this first quarter of 2016 a very positive one for First Parish financially.
Hope everyone is enjoying the Spring weather as it comes and goes!!

Wendy Suehrstedt
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Ever wanted to hang out with the FPC Choir? Want to travel
to the Canadian Maritimes? Have you wondered how you
might celebrate the 300th anniversary of First Parish Church?
What if you could do all of the above at one time? YOU CAN!
The Adult Choir will be going on their FIFTH (not quite annual) choir tour and we have about 20
seats available for those who wish to go with us...whether you want to sing or not!
The dates are June 23 - July 2, 2017. The cost is estimated at $2,650 pp, which could change with
major changes in exchange rates. A deposit of $250 is due upon application. For more information, and/or
application, please contact John Hutchins at hutchins.john@comcast.net ,
We’d love to have you join us!
Tour Committee: Sally Adair, Randy Anderson, Ed Harris, John Hutchins

Habitat for Humanity/7 Rivers
Walk to Build May 1
Packets will be available in the church office and
after worship in the Vestry for this year’s walk,
which takes place on Sunday May 1 at 2 PM. The
four-mile route will begin and end at St. Charles
Church in Brunswick. At the halfway point, they
will pause for the Education Build Groundbreaking
ceremony for the new house to be built on Hope
Lane.

Cancer Society’s Relay for Life
May 13th
This year the American Cancer Society's Relay for
Life will be held on May 13th from 6PM-11PM at
the Brunswick High School track. A Caring Spirit,
the First Parish team, will be walking again this
year. Our team will be dedicating this year's Relay
to Susan Fitzgerald. We need team members!
For more information, please see us after church
during coffee time in April or call Janet Roberts
729-8967 or Ruth Thibodeau 729-3190. If you
can't join the team, you can support us with a donation.
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Prayers for: Sally Twine, Joy Johnson, Frank Lundblad.
Prayers for family and friends of Jeannette Cross, who died on April 5, 2016. Her service was held here on
April 13.
 Prayers for family and friends of Caroline Beckjord, who died on April 16, 2016. Her service will be held
at Thornton Oaks on May 20 at 2:00PM.
 The Caregivers’ Support Group meets each Monday at 2:00 pm in Pilgrim House Parlor. FMI, please
call the church office at 729-7331.
 The Grief Support Group will meet on Wednesdays at 2 PM in the Parlor. FMI, please call the church
office at 729-7331.
Thank you to the following people who prepared food for the Tedford Singles Shelter, Dec. - March: Jennifer
Anderson, Ann Baldwin, Bonnie Blair, Liz Boyce, Jessie Chalmers, Nancy Damiani, Marty Dome, Betsy
Eaton, Ethel Granholm, Lennie Gray, Leslie Hunt, Margo Knight, Hope Mahoney, Lisa Molnar, Eleanor Morrel, Jane Nichols-Ecker, Mercie Normand, Dave and Nancy Olson, Melon Patrick, Sue Pearson, Diane
Sharkey, Jean Shaw, Tricia Sheaff, Lila Solberg, Ruth Thibodeau, Jean Vaughn, Marge Whipple



I am planning my second pancake breakfast to benefit Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program, May 28, 2015.
Would you please volunteer? Volunteers will help me set-up, cook and clean-up. Donations are welcome!
Please contact me, Max Keller, at 725-6548 or my Mom, Danielle, at keller_danijoy@yahoo.com
Max Keller

Inquiring Minds
Book Group
Inquiring Minds Book Group
-- the next meeting will be on
Monday May 23rd at 7:00pm with a discussion
of "My Name Is Lucy Barton" by Pulitzer Prizewinning author Elizabeth Strout. We meet in the
Parlor in Pilgrim House and light refreshments
are provided. All are welcome!

Quiet Day
Our next Quiet Day will be held on Saturday,
May 14th, at Ann Carroll's beautiful home by the
river.
The address is 24 Summer Street,
Topsham. We are hoping for beautiful weather
like we had this weekend so we can walk in her
gardens and her labyrinth. As usual, we will
begin to gather at 9:00 and start meditation at
9:30. We will finish shortly after lunch. If you
would like to contribute to the lunch, we are
looking for volunteers for either soup, bread,
fruit, cookies, or cheese and crackers. If you
would like to contribute, please let Nancy know.
(nancy.collins.phd@gmail.com or
207-373-0336)

It is NOT too soon to start planning “WINDOWS ON……..RELIGION, the Next 100 Years!” This series will
run April 23, 2017 – May 21, 2017 with speaker, Dianna Butler Bass, currently scheduled for early May.
The “Windows On…” committee needs planners, organizers and helpers. If you would like to join this
committee please contact Paige Mangum, pmangum@comcast.net or Becky Dulik Becky.dulik@gmail.com.
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Mary E. Baard, Senior Pastor (mbaard@firstparish.net)
Geoff Parker, Associate Pastor (gparker@firstparish.net)
Ray E. Cornils, Minister of Music (rcornils@firstparish.net)
Becky Wilkoff, Children’s Ministries Coordinator (bwilkoff@firstparish.net)
Amanda Similien, Youth Ministries Coordinator (asimilien@firstparish.net)
Leslie Foley, Minister of Visitation (lfoley@firstparish.net)
Jane Connors, Office Administrator (jconnors@firstparish.net)
Steve Williams, Business Administrator (swilliams@firstparish.net)
Peggy Mast, Collector (fpcaccounting@firstparish.net)
Karen Leland, Chapel Ringers Director
Carol Elowe, Accompanist

Office is located at 9 Cleaveland Street, Brunswick Maine 04011
Church Office Phone Number: 207 729-7331
Church Office Fax Number: 207 729-4512
Website: www.firstparish.net
Our church building is accessible
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