
   

First Parish Church is open to everyone and welcomes participation  
in the full life, leadership, and ministry of the Church.  

We are a diverse congregation.  
We welcome persons of any race, gender, ethnic origin,  

mental or physical ability, religious tradition, sexual orientation,  
gender identity or expression, and economic circumstances.  

We affirm that the love of Christ for each person knows no bounds. 

  Pastoral Conversation about  

Religion and Politics 

        Sunday, June 5, after worship 

    and/or  Monday, June 6, 7:00 pm 
 

I invite you to join me and Geoff for one or both of 

the conversations listed above. Mike Franz, FPC 

member and Associate Professor of Government at 

Bowdoin, will join us for the conversation.   In this 

presidential election year we are reminded that  

both religion and politics are concerned about the 

state of the world but often the dialogue between 

the two is challenging. We will explore such topics 

as:  churches advocating for justice, politicians'/

voters' attitudes toward religious affiliations, tax 

exempt status of churches, the state's recognition of 

clergy to perform legal marriages, religious blocs in 

elections, etc.  We hope you will join us. 

 

Church School 

 
Over the last few weeks I’ve been having conversa-

tions with Becky, Mandy and Geoff about how we 

can best support the spiritual lives of children and 

youth in our congregation in these changing times 

of the 21st century.  Becky had told us that she 

could no longer continue in her position as Chil-

dren’s Ministries Coordinator as it was configured.  

However, we greatly value her gifts of organization 

and communication so we are still exploring some 

realignment of responsibilities that will allow 

Becky to continue to be a part of our ministry team. 

 

Annual Meeting of First Parish Church, UCC 

Brunswick, Maine     June 12, 2016 

directly following an abbreviated  

worship service.  

Facilities Team Update 

FPC Covenant Presentation 

Report from the Nominating Committee  

One thing we have 

recognized is the 

need for the pastors 

to be more directly 

involved with chil-

dren’s ministries and 

even with church 

school.  We are mak-

ing plans for one of 

the pastors to be in church school at least once a 

month next year.  We will be meeting with the 

Children and Family Ministry Team soon to ex-

plore these possibilities.  We will keep you posted 

on how the conversations unfold. 

 

Thank you for all you do to support children and 

youth in your families, in our congregation, and in 

our communities.  As we prepare for our 300th an-

niversary celebrations next year, I am particularly 

mindful that young people are the next 100 years! 

 

On a personal note – As some of you know our 

daughter, Lauren, and her husband, Jay, (son of 

Len Westra and Beth Thompson) are expecting 

their first child in August.  It is an exciting time for 

all of us.   

 

Blessings, 

Mary 
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Happy spring! The Church Council had so much to 

cover, that we had to hold two meetings in May. 

Most of the items had to do with the upcoming 

Ministry Forum and semi-annual meeting in June, 

and approving the work of several committees and 

task forces.  
 

We approved the list of names suggested by the 

Nominating Committee for election to church com-

mittees in June. 

Thanks to the com-

mittee for their good 

work and to those 

members who have 

agreed to stand for 

election.  
 

We approved the new 

covenant revision presented by the Covenant Task 

Force, which will be voted on at the semi-annual 

meeting.  
 

On behalf of the Facilities Connectedness Team, 

Kristi Hatrick and Kevin Hart gave an update on 

the feedback so far on the proposed sanctuary mod-

ifications, the Pilgrim House renovation feasibility 

report from Scott Simons Architects, and next 

steps. The council approved that an undesignated 

bequest of $7,800 be designated to unrestricted fa-

cilities use for the team’s work. The team will give 

a full update at the semi-annual meeting. 
 

In conjunction with the facilities plan update, we 

discussed timing of a comprehensive campaign 

(capital and endowment) in honor of our 300th anni-

versary. We appointed a small group to contact Full 

Harvest Fundraising, the consultants who have led 

the small group conversations on facilities here at 

FPC, for more information. 
 

In our continuing effort to revise and update church 

policies, we approved the updated policy on ex-

penditures from cash reserves submitted by the Fi-

nance Committee. We will brief the Ministry Fo-

rum on the policy at the next meeting and it has 

been added to the church’s operations manual. 
 

We also set the agendas for the Ministry Forum 

(June 4) and semi-annual meeting (June 12), ap-

pointed Jane Abernethy to the Personnel Commit-

tee to fill a vacancy, discussed personnel transition 

This summer, from July 26th to 30th, four of our 

youth will travel to Orlando, FL to join in the United 

Church of Christ National Youth Event, a five day 

quadrennial event centered on faith, leadership, ser-

vice and social justice first inaugurated in 1980. This 

year, 4,000 youth and youth leaders are expected to 

attend. Cassie McKarns of the Youth Ministry Team 

and Geoff Parker will be leading the group. They 

can’t wait to get back and share their experiences! 

plans, and approved the housing allowance request 

of the Minister of Visitation, the Reverend Leslie 

Foley (an action required by the IRS).  
 

I’m sure that you see a theme here – committees 

and task forces and staff whose work keeps us vital. 

To repeat what I included in the Church Council 

report for the June semi-annual meeting: First Par-

ish is blessed with excellent clergy, staff and mem-

bers who share their time, talents and treasure for 

the work of the church. In turn, they inspire and 

guide us, the Church Council, in our work. On be-

half of the Church Council, I am grateful for your 

input and support. 

 

Margo Knight, Chair 

 

http://www.uccpages.org/nye/
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Photo by Jym St. Pierre 

Thanks to all the FPC families and friends who 

joined us on May 15 to play hilarious field games, 

tour the beautiful Riverview Martial Arts property, 

enjoy a delicious potluck picnic together, sing camp-

fire songs, roast marshmallows, and fill the back of a 

vehicle with donations for Camp POSTCARD! 

What a fun evening. Kudos to the Children and 

Family Ministry Team for making it happen! 

The Labyrinth in the Woods, a collaborative 

effort between the Brunswick Topsham 

Land Trust and First Parish Church, hosted 

an open house on Saturday, May 14 from    

1-4 pm at the site off Maurice Drive The 

labyrinth was dedicated on May 15 during 

worship. 

The Facilities Connectedness team wants to thank all of you who have taken the time to view and comment on 

the Sanctuary proposals. We are working with our architects, Scott Simons, to incorporate your ideas.  

 

We have also added into the “Sanctuary mix” upgrades to the sound system and the incorporation of some 

projection capabilities in the Sanctuary. We are working with a company, PBC Sound and Video, to come up 

with ideas. PBC Sound has worked with many churches in Maine to develop appropriate A/V systems. 

 

We are currently in the process of developing the designs for renovations to Pilgrim House. The Facilities 

team recently recommended that the church look to renovating Pilgrim House, rather than replacing it. (For a 

complete list of the recommendations the Facilities team made to the Church Council, see the report for the 

semi-annual meeting in June.) As we move forward with the facilities discussion, we will continue our pro-

cess of presenting design ideas from Scott Simons for comments from the congregation. We look forward to 

hearing your comments on Pilgrim House. 

 Kevin Hart, Facilities Team Member 
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Children age 4 and older may begin the morning 

in church, attend the chil-

dren’s moment, and then 

gather on the playground 

behind Pilgrim House for 

crafts and games. Children 

age 3 and younger may go to 

the nursery in Pilgrim House 

before worship begins.   

 

This past Friday, I was proud to attend the ground-breaking ceremony for the new 

facility of The Gathering Place, a daytime community shelter that sprang from the 

spirit of our Brunswick faith communities, including First Parish. Our U.S. Senator, 

Angus King, spoke. We heard from a guest of the Gathering Place who has since 

become a committed volunteer. After the ceremony, I listened in on a few conver-

sations of those gathered. Here is the comment that struck me most: “The Brunswick communities of 

faith really show that they believe in walking the walk of compassion.” So, this past month, we have 

walked in service and compassion: 

The church walked in the Habitat for Humanity Spring Walk, just after the celebration and dedication 

of our Faith Build project in collaboration with other churches in the area. We watched as Christina 

Colon was able to welcome her family to their new home. Your gifts contributed $15,000 and days of 

volunteer work to make that home a reality. 

Oasis Free Clinics unveiled its new offices and medical and dental clinics. Dozens of us showed up to 

tour and learn about the vital work this group does to provide medical and dental care to those who 

have no where else to turn. Even more, we showed up to support those in our midst who are actively 

providing care in this new facility. 

We walked together in memory and in hope at the Brunswick Relay for Life, remembering tenderly 

Susan Fitzgerald, and so many more who have gone before us, and those 

who are still walking hard journeys with cancer. Those walks of remem-

brance are difficult, but it is impressive to see you join each other in the 

commitment that we will not walk alone. 

Geoff 

By now you may know that I am the newly ap-

pointed Minister of Visitation.  It's a blessing and 

an honor to serve the FPC family in this capacity: 

visiting with those who cannot attend worship, 

hearing their stories, and being one in Christian fel-

lowship. In the weeks to come, I look forward to 

getting to know you better. If you would like a pas-

toral visit or know of someone we need to add to 

our visitation list, please contact the church office 

at 729-7331. 

 

In Christ's peace,  

Leslie 

http://brunswickgatheringplace.org
http://www.habitat7rivers.org/index.php
http://www.oasisfreeclinics.org
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POSEY BARLOW 

Posey was born in Philadelphia and spent her working, child-rearing years in that area.  She is a 

retired Occupational Therapist who worked in various hospitals and com-

munity agencies.  She has three children and is now living at Thornton 

Oaks. 
 

LISA CLARK 

Lisa is an Occupational Therapist in outpatient rehabilitation at Midcoast 

Hospital.  She and her husband have a 17 year old son, Caleb, who is one 

of this year’s confirmation class members.  Lisa expresses an interest in varied church activities. 
 

MARCIA CLAYTON 

Born in Niagara Falls, Marcia has worked as both an Elementary School Teacher and a      

Special Ed Teacher.  Her daughter lives in Arrowsic, ME, and her son in Massachusetts.  She 

has been a resident at Thornton Oaks for the past three years.  

 

JONNA AND DAVE DEMEO 

Jonna and Dave moved to the Midcoast area in 2010 after grad-

uating from the University of New Hampshire.  Dave works as 

an engineer at the Supervisor of Shipbuilding in Bath and Jonna is a consultant in the 

marketing industry.  They are thoroughly enjoying all that new parenthood has to offer 

thanks to four month old Leigh.  They also enjoy hiking with their dog Ralf. 

 

ANNELIESE GUZMAN-BASS 

Anneliese moved back to Maine after attending college and grad-

uate school in Boston and PA.  She works with children and families providing case manage-

ment and home based mental health services. She enjoys hiking, knitting, gardening and sing-

ing. 

 

JEAN HOLLAND 

Jean grew up in CT and graduated from college there.  Much of her time 

has been volunteering with schools and church and raising 3 children.  Sailing has been a joy in 

her life.  She has served as a caregiver for her parents, family, friends 

and husband. 

 

BARB OSEN 

Barb is a retired Elementary School Teacher who taught US military 

children in Germany for 34 years.  She moved to Maine in 2014.  She is an animal lover who 

volunteers at the Brunswick Coastal Humane Society. 
 

ALENE STALEY 

Alene is a retired college professor who has also served as the Adult Education Director for Lisbon, 

ME.  She is presently teaching ESL in Lewiston.  She most enjoys outdoor activities and good con-

versation. 

 

PAULINE TOMAY 

Pauline is a retired RN and Massage Therapist.  During 2000-2002 she was 

a member of the Mercy Volunteer Corps and worked on an Arizona Navajo 

Indian Reservation.  She has three children and a “delightful Grandson”.   
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As we start to approach the summer, the good news is that our  

finances are in solid shape. April was an on-budget month.   

Pledges and regular giving through the first 4 months of the year 

total $247,800 which is $4,400 ahead of budget.  They are also 

$18,000 ahead of where they were through the first 4 months of 

2015 which is a very positive trend.  Expenses were slightly over 

budget in April but are slightly under budget year-to-date.  As of 

4/30/16, our net income is $17,800 better than budget which is 

excellent news going into the slower summer season. 

 

 We will be sending out pledge status statements shortly.  

Please watch for them and review them when they arrive.  It would be very helpful if everyone could ensure 

their pledge is 50% paid by the end of June if at all possible.  It would also be helpful to have as many people 

as possible keep their monthly pledge payments coming in through the summer so that we can meet our fi-

nancial obligations through these slower months. 

 

 You will soon have a new volunteer Treasurer taking over the reins here at First Parish.  After six 

years of service, I have hit the limit of time allowed in the position.  I’m thrilled to say that the new Treasurer 

is wonderfully experienced,  capable and has a deep commitment to First Parish Church and its mission.  I 

want to thank everyone who has made my tenure as Treasurer such a pleasure over these past several years.  

Our staff is truly a joy to work with.  I had the privilege of working with Homer Kenison who was an out-

standing Business Manager for us for many, many years.  With his retirement, Steve Williams stepped into 

that position these last few years and never missed a beat. His professionalism and dedication to the job are 

top notch, and he has moved us forward through a software system upgrade and created many more efficient 

processes for our daily work.  Mary, Jane, Geoff, Ray, Susan and Becky have always been at the ready to 

help find solutions to challenges that came up.  It is truly a team approach and I have personally benefited 

from working with all of these great people.   

 

 I also want to thank all of the people who have served on the Prudential Committee, now known as 

the Finance Committee, and the Church Council throughout my tenure.  While grappling with issues big and 

small, everyone has always maintained a positive attitude and worked diligently to help First Parish Church 

be financially positioned to continue its important work. I have learned a lot from these interactions and am 

thankful to have had the opportunity to be touched by all of these committee volunteers.   
 

 Lastly, I want to say thank you to everyone in the congregation who has supported the Church in so 

many ways over these last six years and continues to support the Church now and into the future.  Without 

each and every one of you, we wouldn’t be able to maintain our solid fi-

nancial foundation.  You all ensure the Church can continue to strive to 

meet its mission - to bear witness to God’s love and to do Christ’s work of 

service and justice, continuously aspiring to fulfill the spiritual needs of all 

of us, the congregation, seeking and embracing new members, offering 

fellowship for all people and providing community leadership.  Thank you 

for allowing me to play a role in this effort over these last several years.  It 

has been my privilege to get to know more of you through this work and 

to be enriched by all of you. 
 

Wendy Suehrstedt, Treasurer 
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From the Union of Concerned Scientists: 

 

In a program begun in Boulder, Co. in 2010, 

some 500 residents have pledged to leave 

their cars home one day per week. In return, 

they receive perks and discounts from local 

merchants. At average driving rates, this ef-

fort alone could keep some 500 tons of car-

bon dioxide from the atmosphere annually. 

Planned Giving Moment 
“We have made at least a start on discovering the mean-

ing of human life when we 

plant shade trees under which 

we know full well we will nev-

er sit.” (Elton Trueblood) 
 

All Planned Gifts are a plant-

ing of seeds for a future benefit 

to the church. Bequests and the 

proceeds of life insurance or 

IRAs can be expressions of your desire to be a good stew-

ard of your assets. Life-income gifts have the added at-

traction of increasing spendable income in your retire-

ment years. For more information, contact the church of-

fice or the UCC Office of Philanthropy and Stewardship 

at (800) 846-6822. or giving@ucc.org. 

Children of Parishioners:  High School 

 

Emma Ruth Blair -  BHS and will attend University of Maine Orono and major in         

engineering. 

Nate Granholm -  BHS and will attend Maine Maritime Academy. 

Madeline Henderson -  Class Afloat: West Island College International and will attend 

Elon University in North Carolina. 

Aaron Campbell Nadell -  BHS and will attend Vassar College. 

Isaac Salisbury -  Freeport High School with honors and will attend Thomas College to study Sports Man-

agement. 

Alan Michael Molnar -  BHS and will attend University of Maine Orono studying Biology 

Owen Rudalevige -  BHS and will attend the University of Chicago. 
 

Colleges: 

Joseph Andrew Blair -  Connecticut College with a double major in biology and French. 

Miranda Casey - Plymouth State University with a BA in Marketing. 

Jessica Granholm -  Shenandoah Univ. in Winchester, VA. 

Ryan Kittle -  SMCC with Associate Degree in Business, continuing on to receive an engineering degree. 

Benjamin Colby Nadell -  Connecticut College with degrees in Classical Languages and Chemistry 

Susannah O’Hara Smith - Bates College 
 

Grandchildren of Parishioners: 

Blake William Bodwell, grandson of Jan Bodwell -  University of Maine in Orono, Mechanical Engineering. 

Sam Lyon, grandson of Jane and Stan Primmer - McIntosh High School in Peachtree City, GA and will at-

tend Southern University in Statesboro, GA. 

Kaitlyn Eaton, granddaughter of Betsy Eaton -  Buffalo Grove HS in Illinois and will attend Boston College. 

Joshua Elowe, grandson of Carol Elowe -  Northeastern University with Bachelor of Science. 

Page Waldo, granddaughter of Liz Waldo -  Berwick Academy and will be attending Connecticut College. 
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NEW COVENANT PROPOSAL 

 

In the presence of God and each other, 
 

We promise to do justice; 

Following in the way of Jesus, we seek to act on our deep respect for 

the sacredness of each individual, and of all creation. 
 

We promise to love kindness; 

Inspired by the Spirit, we vow to forgive often, and to sustain one an-

other through life’s challenges, joys, and sorrows. 
 

We promise to walk humbly with God; 

Through worship, prayer, and service, we journey together with the 

Living God whose power is revealed—and yet to be revealed—in each of us and in all of us. 

 

What is the history of our covenant? 

Our covenant has changed often over the course of the church’s history, reflecting in part First Parish’s evolu-

tion from being the town’s church, the College’s church, and to its present existence as an independent UCC 

congregation. The covenant is an agreement we make with each other about how we want to be together as a 

congregation. It has special significance in the congregational tradition because it is we, as members, who de-

termine the promises we make to each other—it is not something that is handed down to us by a church hierar-

chy. At each rewriting, our covenant has become more concise. Currently, we say the covenant aloud together 

when a new member joins our church. 

Why are we thinking of revising it now? 

While beginning the planning for our congregation’s 300th anniversary, a few members requested that we re-

visit our current covenant, which was last revised in the 1990s. At a 4C Conversation in March 2015, many 

agreed that this was a good idea. Covenants define what binds us together and it is a wonderful thing to re-

write them periodically to reflect the current time, place, and people of the church. What better time than on 

the eve of our fourth century as a congregation? 

What was the process that led to this proposal? 

The Church Council formed a Covenant Task Force—comprised of Jon Beede (Council), Becky Dulik (Adult 

Ed), and Laura Lee (Deacons)—charged with listening to the congregation’s hopes and concerns about the 

covenant and incorporating feedback into a new covenant. 

The Task Force reached out to the First Parish community to gather information and thoughts about which 

qualities we want to describe us as a congregation and what hopes members have for the future of our church. 

We reviewed the history of covenants at First Parish and had discussions about the current covenant as well as 

a sample covenant with language borrowed from Micah 6. Through individual conversations, email exchang-

es, four 4C Conversations, and many committee gatherings, over 75 members offered feedback. 

The three most essential themes we heard were community, service, and our spiritual life together. We 

sought to compose a covenant the church would want to embrace, that reflects how congregants feel about 

First Parish and our life together, and that shows our aspirations as a church community.  

The Task Force presented a draft covenant to the Council and Deacons and, based on feedback from these two 

groups, presented the following proposal to the Ministry Forum on April 26. With the blessing of the Ministry 

Forum and the endorsement of the Church Council and Deacons, this proposal is being presented to the con-

gregation for approval.   
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continued from previous page 

Isn’t our new ramp from the Vestry directly into the Sanctuary beautiful! Now the 

chancel project is poised to take off. This change will make that area more accessi-

ble and more useful.  

 

All this flurry reminds me of the excitement on July 7, 1845 when the north wall (the first) of 

our present Meetinghouse was raised. It was a Monday. The 8:00 a.m. activity began with a dedication 

service of singing, scripture, reading and prayers. One participant was the young John Furbish. Many years 

later he recalled the occasion. “It was a beautiful morning and after the 

religious exercises, ropes from the tackles were run out, manned by stur-

dy men, and at the ends a lot of boys took hold. As we were pulling with 

all our strength, I heard one of the men remark, ‘I suppose they think they 

are helping.’ I thought there was some sarcasm in what he said...we did 

think we were helping; certainly we were trying…(For me it) has had its 

fruits in a deeper regard for the house of God.” 

 

Some of you must remember that 150 years later, on July 9, 1995, we 

held a modest re-enactment of the wall raising. A frame had been pre-

pared, ropes and tackles had been brought to the lawn of Pilgrim House 

and all who wished could participate. Were you there? If so, I would appreciate hearing your memories of the 

event. (I was in Europe, so missed it all.)  You could add to our historical record this way, either in person or 

in writing care of the church office. Thank you. 

2017 

How is the proposed covenant different from the one we have now? 

We heard from many members of the church about specific words and 

phrases in the current covenant that did not resonate with them. We also 

heard about language or ideas that some felt were missing from the cur-

rent covenant.  

Many members wanted a shorter covenant that could be easily remem-

bered—but the Micah 6 verses on their own seemed too brief. By incor-

porating the Micah verses to structure the proposed covenant, they also 

can be used as an abbreviated version of the covenant. Hopefully, this 

proposed covenant allows flexibility for the full and short versions to be 

used frequently.  

Based on all the input received, the proposed covenant more accurately 

reflects what is important to us as a congregation today and expresses our 

greatest hopes for ourselves, for each other, and for our relationship with 

God.  

We will vote on this new covenant at our June 12th Semi-Annual 

Meeting. 
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The Music Committee is pleased to announce the 31st season of our Summer 

Organ Concerts. The six Tuesday concerts begin on July 12th and run through 

August 16th. They begin at 12:10 pm in the sanctuary.  

Suggested donation at the door: $5.00 
 

July 12  Harold Stover              Hollis, Maine 
 

July 19  Christopher Pelonzi              Director of Music, Cathedral of the  

                       Immaculate Conception, Portland 
 

July 26  Margaret Harper              Director of Music and Liturgy,  

                       St. John’s Church, Portsmouth, N.H. 
 

August 2  Hannah Powell              Portland, Maine 
 

August 9  Jacques Boucher with              Montreal, Canada 

   Sophie Poulin de Courval, saxophonist      
 

August 16  Ray Cornils               Brunswick, Maine 

 

The Music Committee welcomes your sponsorship of these concerts.  

Checks can be sent to the church office with a notation of  “Summer Organ Concerts.” Thank you! 

Are you comfortable asking your doctor questions? 

Do you question whether you're making the right health care choices?  
 

 You are invited to join with local healthcare educators and advocates 

for a noontime presentation and discussion on Spreading Choosing Wisely®. 

Spreading Choosing Wisely® is a community based program that focuses on 

the importance of patients and their health care providers partnering with one 

another to make decisions that are patient centered, safe, effective and afford-

able. Decisions that promote right care; not too much and not too little.   
  

 This first presentation and discussion of our “Let’s talk series” will 

focus on the Spreading Choosing Wisely® five step conversation process. A lower back pain patient story will 

be shared to show how using the Choosing Wisely® decision-making process supports right care decisions.  
  

 The “Let’s Talk Series” presenters are Mary DiMascio, RN, Director of Quality and Compliance at 

Spectrum Generations and Poppy Arford a First Parish member and statewide patient partner advocate.  
 

 For more information on Spreading Choosing Wisely® please visit the Maine Quality Count’s (MQC) 

webpage: https://www.mainequalitycounts.org/page/2-882/maine-choosing-wisely  

and/or listen to a Spreading Choosing Wisely® video interview of MQC Executive Director Lisa Letourneau 

and Choosing Wisely staff Kellie Slate – Vitcavage: http://www.choosingwisely.org/resource/in-action-

implementing-choosing-wisely-in-maine/ 

https://www.mainequalitycounts.org/page/2-882/maine-choosing-wisely
http://www.choosingwisely.org/resource/in-action-implementing-choosing-wisely-in-maine/
http://www.choosingwisely.org/resource/in-action-implementing-choosing-wisely-in-maine/
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 Prayers for: Sally Twine, Joy Johnson, Barbara Hamlin. 

 Sympathy to family and friends of Bud Edwards, who died on May 

16, 2016. His service will be held here at First Parish on June 11 at 

1:00 PM; to Eddie Hatrick and family on the death of his mother, 

Betty, in Virginia; to family of Sally Clark, who died on May 23. Her 

service will be held here in the chapel on June 1 at 11:00 am. 

 Congratulations to Jocelyn and Alex Hooydonk (our nursery care 

provider) on the birth of  Marlena on May 12, 2016. 

 Congratulations to Jonna and David Demeo on the baptism of their daughter, Leigh on May 15, 2016 here 

at First Parish. 

 Congratulations to Caitlin Tycz, who won 1st place in the 100 fly and set a new YMCA national record at 

the YMCA Short Course National Championships in Greensboro, NC in April. Caitlin also qualified for 

the US Olympic Trials in June. 

 Congratulations to Bonnie and Fred Dickey on their 60th wedding anniversary on June 10th. 

  We celebrate with the Church of the Good Samaritan on their 15th anniversary. Bishop David invites 

everyone to a community service on June 26 at 4:00 pm in the Chapel of Pilgrim House, followed by a 

gala reception. 

 The Caregivers’ Support Group meets each Monday at 2:00 pm in Pilgrim House Parlor.   FMI, please 

call Judy Bauman at 729-1219. 

 The Grief Support Group  meets on Wednesdays at 2 pm in the Parlor. FMI, please call Virginia Derr at 

725-4147. 

 Yes, there will be a Clothing and Linen Sale, but not until September 23 and 24 of this year. Please save 

the dates. Save some time in your schedule to help, and also save your donations.  

 This is a reminder that sermons, our Weekly Email, and the monthly newsletter (Pilgrims’ Progress)  can 

be accessed via our website:  http://www.firstparish.net.  

 

All are welcome to attend outdoor church in the Bowdoin Pines, held 

in all seasons, every Sunday morning at 11:15-12:15. We gather in 

front of First Parish Church at the corner of Maine Street and Bath 

Road in Brunswick. Outdoor church is an additional way of honor-

ing our faith and all faiths. In silence, we walk the wide flat trails of 

the Bowdoin Pines that begin on the corner of Federal Street and 

Bath Road. Parking is available behind the Office of Development 

and Alumni Relations at 85 Federal St.  

 

We stand in a circle and introduce ourselves before we begin the 

walk, and share our insights and experiences at the end of the walk. 

Although it is the same walk each week, every experience is unique 

and it is a delight to notice subtle changes in the woods. 

 

Some Sundays we will learn about walking meditations from other 

traditions to enrich the “outdoor church” experience. Come and cele-

brate the joy of creation. 
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Office is located at 9 Cleaveland Street, Brunswick Maine 04011 
Church Office Phone Number:  207 729-7331 

Church Office Fax Number:  207 729-4512 
Website:  www.firstparish.net 

 
Summer Office Hours: Monday -  Thursday: 9:00 AM t0 3:00 PM     

Friday:   9:00 AM -  1:00 PM 

Mark Friday, June 24 on your calendar with a big , for that is the day the First 

Parish choirs will be holding their annual strawberry festival. Come to the gazebo on 

the Brunswick Mall from 11AM to 2:30 PM to enjoy homemade strawberry short-

cake made with local berries and home baked biscuits, strawberry sundaes with gobs 

of whipped cream, or a super-sized delight combining all of the above! There will 

also be strawberry pies and jams made by choir members.  Profits from this sale go 

toward the church’s music program, including the summer organ concerts and the 

spring concert. 


