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In our scripture this morning we are told that Jesus was praying in a “certain place” 
and after he was done one of his disciples said, “Lord, teach us how to pray.”  

This is a gutsy move by the disciple. The disciples had seen Jesus healing the sick, 
and those full of unclean spirits. They had heard him turn the world as they understood it 
upside down with his teaching, “blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom 
of God…blessed are you who are hungry for you will be filled…blessed are you when 
people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you… for surely your reward is great 
in heaven, but woe to you who are rich… woe to you who are laughing now for you will 
mourn and weep…”. They had witnessed as Jesus turned his face to heaven said a 
blessing and transformed a few loaves and fishes in to enough to feed the 5,000. Peter, 
John and James had witnessed his transfiguration as he prayed on the mountain, “as he 
was praying his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning”. This was a man who 
saw the world through a radically different lens than they did. This was a man who 
walked so close to God that prayer came as natural as breath; this was a man who, when 
he prayed, stuff happened. “Teach us how to pray,” the disciple asked, and I have to 
wonder did the disciple realize what they were asking? “Teach us how to pray”—such a 
simple request… 

 Is it just my imagination, or can you hear in these words handed down to us a little 
bit of awe, of reverence, “show us Lord, show us how to open ourselves to the great 
possibilities of God, to the heart of God that we see manifest in you.” And the prayer 
Jesus gave them is one of such seeming simplicity, in the gospel of Luke just six short 
lines: 

 Father, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come.  
Give us each day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our sins, 
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
And do not bring us to the time of trial. 

This version of the Lord’s Prayer in Luke is a shorter version of the prayer as it is 
written in Matthew, which contains the prayer as we are more familiar with it, but it is 
enough that we all recognize it. This is the prayer that, quite honestly, I never gave much 
thought to. Often when we begin this prayer on a Sunday morning, although my mouth 
was forming the words, my mind would check out, go somewhere else, wondering if I 
had turned on the crock-pot before leaving the house, or if I remembered to put detergent 
in the washing machine. I have had this prayer memorized for a long time. I don’t know 
about all of you, but this is one of the earliest memories I have from Sunday school. I 
remember getting a special sticker for being the first person in my Sunday school class to 
memorize this prayer. And it was worth it: those grape scratch-and-sniff stickers were 
pretty cool. 

Jesus gives the disciples so much more than a prayer; he gives them a lesson on the 
nature of God, God as holy parent, as one to whom we can turn with the trust of a child to 
a loving parent, whose name is holy, is sanctified. Here it helps to understand that at this 
time, a person’s name was inextricably tied to their character and identity. Therefore, to 
say “hallowed be your name” is both to look forward to the day when all people would 
revere God as well as to ask God to hasten that time. Jesus instructs us through the 
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disciples that we are a community, the prayer states give us our daily bread, forgive us as 
we forgive. It is not about our individual needs, but the needs of all God’s children  

following The Lord’s Prayer Jesus shares a story of neighbors as well as some words 
of wisdom on how someone might treat their children, through these tales, Jesus is 
assuring the disciples, and all of us, that God will indeed answer our prayers, and not 
because we have begged and pleaded long enough, not because we have the right words, 
not even if we have the correct theology, God answers our prayers because of God’s 
nature as a loving parent who wants to care for those in need. 

On Easter Sunday April 15, 1990 I attended church at The Cathedral of our Dear 
Lady in Munich Germany with my school group that was touring Switzerland, Germany 
and Austria. That afternoon after lunch, we boarded a bus that took us to Dachau 
Concentration Camp. Dachau was one of the first camps established by the Nazis in 1933 
for the detention of political prisoners, and used as training ground for SS. The SS was 
the foremost agency of surveillance and terror within Germany and German-occupied 
Europe and the group that oversaw operations at all concentration camps. I will never 
forget the terrible juxtaposition of the joyful worship of the Risen Lord in the brick gothic 
cathedral and walking underneath the gate bearing the words “Arbeit Macht Frei” that is 
“Work sets you free” set into the barbed wire fence in between the watch towers where 
heavily armed guards would have stood. Unlike later camps, such as Auschwitz-
Birkenau, Dachau remained relatively small; the majority of the prisoners there were 
political prisoners. There was in particular one barrack for priests. Of the 2,720 priests 
that were imprisoned there, Martin Niemöller was one. Niemöller has a controversial 
past, initially supporting Hitler and only concerning himself with freedom for protestant 
churches under the Nazi regime. In 1936 he signed a document sharply criticizing Nazi 
policies as pertaining to protestant churches and in 1937 was arrested. He was released in 
early 1938, but promptly arrested again and this time spent the next seven years 
imprisoned, many of those years at Dachau. Only in 1963, in a West German television 
interview, did Niemöller acknowledge and make a statement of regret about his own anti-
Semitism. Still, Martin Niemöller was one of the earliest Germans to talk publicly about 
broader complicity in the Holocaust and guilt for what had happened to the Jews.  

Many of us recognize Martin Niemöller as the person who said, “ 
 

First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a Socialist. 
 
Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out—  
Because I was not a Trade Unionist. 
 
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—  
Because I was not a Jew. 
 
Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me. 

 
 
Today we heard the Lord’s Prayer. For me, it was a gift to hear it afresh. It is a prayer 

that marks us as Christian that in many denominations, in many languages, each day, here 
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and around the world is recited by the faithful, uniting us all as the children of God. This 
prayer has come down through the ages, and I have no doubt that it was recited, along 
with many other prayers known by heart in those dark days of internment in Dachau by 
the faithful that were held there. It reminds us once again that we are all God’s children, 
we are all in need of our daily bread, we all need to forgive and be forgiven. The Lord’s 
Prayer is not just a mark of Christianity, nor simply a way to worship God, but ultimately 
a way to devote ourselves to the God’s kingdom, to the day when all God’s children live 
together in a just and kind world.  

We pray “thy kingdom come” but saying it by rote is not enough. We must also speak 
out and work to realize God’s kingdom here on earth. As of this spring there are over 100 
active bills in 22 states. These bills, if they became laws, would allow judges to refuse to 
marry same-sex couples, laws that would allow businesses to deny services to LGBT 
people. Laws that would prevent people from accessing the basic need of using a 
restroom in safety that conforms to their gender identity and expression. Right now, here 
in Maine, there is a group of people working with the hope to strike language from the 
human rights act specifically the language that extends state protections “that prevent 
discrimination in employment, housing, or access to public accommodations regardless 
of sexual orientation.” And I, until now, have not spoken out about this growing wave of 
vilification, discrimination and even targeted violence against the LGBT community.  

Immigration and our immigration policy here in the United States is a multifaceted 
issue that needs careful consideration and discussion. However, the current all too 
prevalent targeting of immigrants as the root of economic problems and crime is unjust. I 
remember that I, too, am an immigrant. My grandmother immigrated to this country. 
Targeting the immigrant community with threats of deportation, with the idea of sealing 
our borders with walls, or with outright violence is not bringing about the kingdom of 
God. And I have not spoken out about this until now. 

Not a week goes by when we don’t hear in the media the equation of the Islamic faith 
with terrorism. This is simply incorrect. The perpetrators of these acts of violence are 
criminals, period. To make these criminals representatives of all Islam is unjust. The 
suggestion that it is necessary to have a national registry of Muslims is offensive. Yet I 
have not spoken out until now. 

The Lord’s Prayer is not just a mark of Christianity, nor simply a way to worship 
God, but ultimately a way to devote ourselves to the God’s kingdom, to the day when all 
God’s children live together in a just and kind world. We pray “thy kingdom come” but 
saying it by rote is not enough. We must also speak out and work to realize God’s 
kingdom here on earth. We’ve said it already once this morning but please pick up your 
bulletins and join me in praying the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our God, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 


