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Introduction to the Scripture

For our Outreach Sunday, I’m thankful for our friends and guests from around the
community. Through this month so far, we’ve been spending time looking at our new
church covenant from different angles both here and in church school.

On one hand, it might be easy for us to say that we’re only living out one third of our
covenant on an Outreach Sunday… I suspect if you had to pick one, you might say “Do
justice” is at the heart of our Outreach… but, some of you have probably heard me say
one our time’s public theologians, Cornel West, reminds us that “Justice is what love
looks like in public.” Indeed, I think we look to the wholeness of our calling: “do justice,
love kindness, and walk humbly with our God” as we seek to be community grounded in
the Brunswick area, supporting and enriching the lives of those around us in need or
simply on the ways of life with us.

So today, we’ll dip into a teaching session of Jesus, as he talk some about the ways in
which God calls to us, and how we can best hear that call…

Sermon

Some bible interpretation handy tips: notice whenever you’ve got a text where the gospel
writer is super clear that no one around Jesus in his time had a clue what he was talking
about. It’s kind of a clever way of saying, “thar be theological dragons.” So, we should
take it seriously that people have been wrestling with these words since they first came
to our ancestors and they have meant much to many.

Jesus begins today’s scripture with a collection of figurative statements about leading
sheep… which his listeners would have known a thing or two about. He begins with the
voice of the shepherd, the way in which the “flock” is called. He seems to shift around
these statements: sometimes

Where are we called? And how do we know the voice of the true calling? Service is a big
industry, and there is so much need…

http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=John+10:1-10


Ultimately, Jesus lands: he is the gate. The sheep gate is an important place. It’s placed
to help the sheep get themselves into safety, into home.

All too often, the image of Jesus as the gate has been used to clobber neighbors who are
other than us… That it’s through some sort of correct Jesus-belief box checking that we
find that “life abundant.” That being a sheep without Jesus…well, lamb-chops have to
come from somewhere? It is a popular way to perceive these sorts of texts. Jesus as
some clearly marked airline exit row, and you’ve just got to follow instructions and there it
is… p.s. that always makes me think that “life abundant” seems awful static and not too
much fun.

If, instead, you play this whole text together… you think of not just the gate, but of the
calling of the shepherd, the power of Jesus’s ministry fits in with the way in which we
recognize God’s call on our lives. As it turns out, we don’t often know where to look for
Jesus. Held together the shepherd and the gate image tell us, if you want to listen for the
shepherd, for the voice that will call you home… rather than find some static Jesus and
arrive at life abundant, we are to look for life abundant being lived, and there Jesus is.

Of course, that means we have to get clear about what life abundant actually is.
Abundance, of course, is all too often these days only thought of in one way: financial
resources. We live in an era in which there are plenty of people, inside and outside of
churches who will tell you that following Jesus will get you abundant riches… or that
Jesus is calling you to where the money is. All of which strikes me as an odd
interpretation of a man who told his followers to sell all they owned and share all their
possessions.

The stories that immediately surround this lesson of Jesus are the healing of a blind man,
and the death, mourning, and resurrection of Lazarus. Life abundant being lived out in the
midst of grief, and loss, and close to the earth moments with people who knew little
material abundance. Life abundant is being unafraid to pull up alongside Lazarus’s
weeping sisters, and weep with them. Life abundant is offering vision to those without
sight through the mud of everyday life and the water of a pool whose name means
“Sent.” It means meals eaten by the side of the road with friends who walk the ways of
life with us. Life abundant means witnessing to the God in our midst, as close to us as
breathing.

We can list all too easily the thieves and destroyers, those things which over and over
again try to convince us of a gospel of scarcity: of power so short in supply we must
gather it for ourselves over others. Riches so dear that we must accumulate more and
more to protect from the ache of want. Time so precious that we waste it in the efficiency
of doing without ever spending any in being. They grab at our attention, our work, our
relationships, and our sense of self and tell us that we will be incomplete.



Life abundant means looking for the places in our lives that call to us, the voice of our
true shepherd: That’s what our Outreach Team has been up to in the last few years,
creating a process for using our church’s giving to learn about the needs, and the
services in our midst. Each of the groups here today shared with us a glimpse into the
world as they are seeing it. What needs they are serving, what help they can offer. We
asked them to let us know what’s working, what’s challenging. What’s the thing you
dream of doing in your work if only there were an abundance to fuel it? And, most
challenging, we ask you to let us journey with you in the future: how can we help, learn,
explore with you.

We give thanks for you, our friends and community partners for the way you live
abundantly… and, so, for the way you help us see where Jesus is living and moving and
renewing in our lives as a people in Brunswick. We give thanks for the ways you have
heard a true and clear calling to serve.

We give thanks for ArtVan, and Theater Project for reaching across generations to teach
and to learn how setting our minds free in the creative arts can give life and expression
not just to budding artists, but to our community, and to the whole wide human world
who has been waiting for that brush stroke, that half-rhyme, that hanging moment of
drama to give voice to a feeling we’ve all known but could never express.

We give thanks for Family Focus, finding the joy in watching our youngest children in
community make sense of and trust the world and love around them, and encouraging
parents in their calling to adventure with them. And we give thanks for Camp POSTCARD
helping those same children grow to be people who have adults outside their families in
their community who they can trust and rely on.

We give thanks for The Brunswick Teen Center and Bath Skate Park… who show
teenagers the power and witness of being able to walk with and alongside the challenges
and new landscapes of discovering themselves and their identities as young adults… and
I’ll wager that God blesses popcorn and movie as a holy meal.

We give thanks for Brunswick Area respite: naming and blessing the tenderness and the
hard work of care-givers and those who are cared for… and encouraging them in that
caring journey.

We give thanks for Embrace a Vet For honoring and companioning those who have
served in their journey not just to a place called home, but a true feeling of home, of
safety, of wholeness.



And we give thanks for Sexual Assault Support Services of Midcoast Maine and Family
Crisis Services who remind us to be unafraid to wade into the pain of victims of violence
and offer them our friendship, but call out of them their own deep gifts of agency and
resilience, freed from the oppression of their

We give thanks for lives unafraid to pour out and share not just our happiness but our
sorrow and hence to really know joy. The joy that can only come in the full richness of
human belonging and community and service.

The question for each of us today… where is the voice of our true shepherd calling us?
Where are you seeing life abundantly being lived, how will rush to the gate, rush to these
signs of Jesus real and here and with us in our world and join in. Talk to these fine folks at
coffee will you? Make friends. Make plans. Give life.


