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December 4   Second Sunday of Advent 

 Geoff Parker preaching: Isaiah 11:1-10 Growing in Peace Adult Choir, Chapel Ringers 
 

 Tending a Tender Heart Service, directly following worship in the sanctuary, will include prayers 

 and candle lighting. There will be an opportunity to light a candle for someone you are holding close 

 to your heart. 
 

December 11 Third Sunday of Advent   

      Handel’s Messiah (Christmas portion) with Adult  and Westminster Choirs and orchestra  

 Junior and Cherub Choirs also singing 
 

December 18        Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 Fellowship Breakfast in Pilgrim House from 8:15 -  9:30 AM  

 Mary Baard preaching 

 Adult Choir, Westminster, Junior and Cherub Choirs singing 
 

Saturday,  December 24 4:00 PM Children’s Christmas Pageant: The Shepherd’s Story    

    Cherub, Junior Choirs, and Westminster Reunion Choir, Chapel Ringers 
 

Saturday, December 24 7:30 PM Service of Lessons and Carols 

 Adult Choir, Chamber Choir, Parish Ringers  Prelude begins at 7:15 PM 
 

December 25     Christmas Sunday! 
 Geoff Parker preaching     Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98  Carol Sing 
 

Thursday, December 31  New Year’s Eve Sanctuary Service    
7:00 PM   Quiet Vigil 

7:30 PM  Prayer Service  All are invited on New Year’s Eve to the Sanctuary for a candlelit time of quiet re-

flection and offering of  prayers for the New Year. The Sanctuary will be open for meditation beginning at 7 

pm, and a quiet service of reading and prayers will begin at 7:30 pm. 
 

January 1: Happy New Year Sunday! 

January 8: Looking ahead 
If you have been thinking about baptism and would be interested in celebrating 

on January 10, please contact one of the pastors. 
 

Mary Baard’s Class 
How the prophet Micah’s concerns speak to our time. 

Sundays 9:00 AM; Mondays 10:00 AM 
 

December 4/5   Micah 1-3    Where Is Justice? 

December 11/12  Micah 4-5   Labor for Peace 

December 18/19  Micah 6-7   What Does God Require? 

 

Pastoral Conversation on Sunday, Nov. 27 after worship in the music room.  We, your pastors, have been 

hearing from people who are anxious due to their gender, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, concern for 

the earth.   As a congregation, we have made commitments, expressed in our welcoming statement and our 

strategic plan, that relate to these concerns.  We will talk about how we are engaging these concerns as indi-

viduals and as a congregation.  Mary & Geoff 
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Thanksgiving is over and the advent season is 

here. We are a busy congregation and our work on 

the Church Council reflects just that.  

 

At our November meeting, we reviewed the 

first draft of the 2017 budget presented by the Fi-

nance Committee with revisions suggested by Pas-

tor Mary, Council Vice Chair Todd Rider, and me. 

The Council discussed those revisions and we de-

cided to return our budget draft to the Finance 

Committee for their review at their December 

meeting. We are confident that the final budget 

will be completed for review by the congregation 

before the semi-annual congregational meeting at 

the end of January.  

 

When we adopted the new covenant at our con-

gregational meeting in June, it necessitated a 

change in the church bylaws, since the bylaws in-

clude the full texts of the Covenant, Mission State-

ment, and Welcoming Statement. John Cunning-

ham, Church Moderator, alerted the Council to this 

situation and we voted to propose an amendment 

to Section 2.1 to incorporate those pieces by refer-

ence instead. This amendment will still make it 

clear that the Church is governed in part by its 

Covenant, Mission Statement, and Welcoming 

Statement, but any future changes to those docu-

ments will not require that we also amend the by-

laws. This proposed amendment will be on the 

agenda for adoption at the January congregational 

meeting.  

 

Looking ahead, we also discussed the format 

and scheduling of 

the next all-church 

conference; the 

most recent one 

was in fall 2011 

and resulted in the 

2012-17 strategic 

plan. We agreed 

that the fall of 

2017 would be an 

appropriate time 

for the next confer-

ence. Stay tuned for 

more information. 
 

 

Mary Baard and 

Todd Rider gave an 

update on the Minister 

of Music search. The 

application time peri-

od has closed and the 

committee is review-

ing the submissions to identify a few top candidates 

to move to the next steps. For more information, 

see the update from the Search Committee else-

where in this newsletter. 

 

I presented an update on the Feasibility Study 

Committee progress. The Council agreed that the 

committee should prepare more detailed infor-

mation on the proposed facility changes and costs 

for distribution to the congregation and community. 

Please see the report from that committee else-

where in this newsletter. 

 

The Council also voted unanimously to appoint 

Michael Coon as chair of the Outreach Committee 

to fill a vacancy. We are grateful to Michael for his 

willingness to serve in this capacity.  

 

 We also learned that the Church of the Good 

Samaritan has chosen to end its ministry at the end 

of this year. For several years, the church used the 

chapel and other facilities at First Parish Church as 

its physical location. We thank them for their min-

istry in our area and welcome its members to join 

our faith community. 

 

We have so much to be thankful for in our life 

at First Parish Church. On behalf of the Church 

Council, I thank you for your support of time, tal-

ent and treasure, and wish you a blessed Christmas 

and New Year. 

 

 

Margo Knight 

Church Council Chair 
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Did you receive the special edition of the Pilgrims’ Progress about the proposed 

changes to our facilities a few weeks ago? It’s unusual to send out a special edi-

tion of the newsletter, but it’s important that all of us have a chance to review 

the information, ask questions, and give input about the core projects that are 

included in the plan.  

We are a small group working with Peter Heinrichs and Susan Lewis of Full 

Harvest Fundraising to facilitate the feasibility study for a capital campaign. The 

priority of this campaign is to renovate our facilities based on the work and recommendations of the Facilities 

Connectedness Team so that we are able to fulfill our mission as an open, affirming, accessible, and intergen-

erational spiritual community. 

 What are those core projects? For Pilgrim House, they are an accessible entrance at the sanctuary side, 

constructing an addition with an elevator and accessible bathrooms at the parking lot entrance, and energy 

upgrades. For the sanctuary, they are adding an accessible ramp and modifications to the chancel (pulpit ar-

ea), some pew replacement, and audio visual upgrades. The study will also test the support for some stretch 

projects, such as solar panels, office reconfiguration in Pilgrim House, Fellowship Hall kitchen upgrade, and 

choir loft railing changes to improve visibility.  

 We have spent the past few months listening to committees, teams, and church members about these 

proposed changes. In partnership with the Facilities Connectedness Team, we published the special edition of 

the newsletter so that everyone will be able to learn about these changes and the impact they can have for our 

church and our mission.  A version of this newsletter is on the church’s website (http://www.firstparish.net/

facilities-300/ ) and a paper version is also available in the sanctuary at our church services.  

 In November, Peter and Susan conducted 50 interviews representing a cross-section of our faith com-

munity to learn more about the support for these projects. 

In December, Peter and Susan will deliver their findings to church leadership and we will make revi-

sions to the plan, if necessary. After worship on January 8, the Church Council will discuss the findings in 

preparation for voting on the projects and the campaign at the semi-annual meeting in late January. Please 

mark these dates so that you can attend. 

Do you have more questions? This is an important project in the life of our 

church, so please contact us if you do! 

The Feasibility Study Committee: Ed Bradley, Bill Ferdinand, Eddie Hatrick, Margo 

Knight, John Pearson, Wendy Suehrstedt 

As we enter the last month of the year we are sin-

cerely grateful to everyone who has given to sup-

port First Parish Church this year. Thank you. 

 

Income has been below our target for the last few 

months, so in spite of responsible spending, we are 

projecting a bit of a shortfall for 2016.  If per 

chance you are not up to date with your pledge 

amount, we would be very grateful if you catch up 

before the end of December. If you are one who has 

had a good year financially and can chip in a little 

extra that would be wonderful. Or if you haven’t 

given and would like to support our church, there is 

still time to support our many varied programs and 

our staff who keep our programs running smoothly. 

Every dollar helps. 
 

December brings us many opportunities to cele-

brate together. May the sights and sounds of the 

Christmas season bring you much joy.   
 

Respectfully submitted,   

Carol O’Donnell, Treasurer 
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Friday, December 2  

   Christmas Handbell Concert  Parish Ringers 

   7:00 pm Pittston Congregation Church 

  Pittston, Maine 

  Preceded by a supper at 5:30 
 

Saturday, December 3  

   A Merry Music Hall Christmas 

   7:00 pm Methuen Music Hall, Methuen, MA 

  Ray Cornils, organist with  

  Robin Pyle and Greg Gettel, trumpets 
 

Sunday, December 4  

   24th Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols 
   3:00 pm St. John’s Church, Brunswick ME 
 

Sunday, December 11 Handel’s Messiah 

   10:00 am worship   (Christmas portion) 

  First Parish Choir with orchestra 

Thursday, December 15  

   Christmas Organ Concert 

   12:10 pm First Parish Church, Brunswick, ME 

  Ray Cornils, organ 
 

Tuesday, December 20 

   Christmas with Cornils 

   7:30 pm Merrill Auditorium, Portland, ME 

 Ray Cornils with Kotzschmar Festival Brass, 

 Parish Ringers, and Musica de Filia chorus 

 Tickets at PortTix 207 842-0800 

 

 

 

 

 

December 9-11 and 16-18 

   Magic of Christmas  

 Portland Symphony Orchestra 

 Organ prelude one hour before each concert. 

 Tickets at PortTix  (207 842-0800) 

The twenty-fourth Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on Sunday, December 4 at 3:00 at St. 

John’s Catholic Church, 39 Pleasant St. in Brunswick.  
 

Under the direction of Ray Cornils, choirs from Brunswick’s First Parish Church UCC, All Saints Parish, St. 

Paul’s Episcopal Church, Unitarian Universalist Church, Seventh Day Adventist Church, and Elijah Kellogg 

Church of Harpswell will join together in carols and readings which celebrate the Advent and Christmas sea-

sons. 
 

 The community spirit of 100 singers from many local choirs, joining together to sing 

wonderful music of the Christmas season in the beautiful sanctuary of St. John’s 

Church, makes this festival one of Brunswick’s most popular holiday traditions. 
  

   

The festival is preceded by a 15-minute prelude by The Parish Ringers at 2:45.  
  

 Admission is by donation at the door, $10.00 suggested. Doors will open at 2:15.  

Early arrival is encouraged. 
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Church School & Childcare 

in Advent, Christmas & Epiphany 
 November 27, December 4, 11, 18 

Nursery to 7th Grade 
 

December 24  

No childcare Christmas Eve   

4:00 pm    Christmas Pageant during family service  
 

       December 25 and January 1 

  No Church School or Nursery Care 
 

January 8 

Nursery to 7th  Grade 

 

 

For more information on any of these events, please 

contact Becky at the church office, 729-7331, or 

email her at bwilkoff@firstparish.net 

 

Do you agree that all of us need to hear 

enlightened and uplifting messages in 

our lives?  What about our youth and 

young adults?  Who will be their source 

of wisdom in the future?  Will it be First 

Parish Church or will it be a television 

program or an internet site?   

 

How do we sustain our church so it can be a 

trustworthy source of wisdom for all?  Do you 

believe that it’s important for the church to be 

strong in the future?  If you do then it’s vital 

that you act now.   

Create in your end-of-life documents an inten-

tion of giving.  Give an amount to First Parish 

Church that is comfortable for you. 

 

  

“A happy man has no past while 

an unhappy man has nothing else” is one 

of the many quotable lines from Richard 

Flanagan’s 2013 novel, The Long Narrow 

Road to the North, the saga of   a Twenti-

eth Century Australian MD from the caves 

of a Tasmanian trapper to a Thai jungle 

POW camp.  We’re bound to find theologi-

cal protein to chew on.  Come join us. 

 

Please SAVE THE DATE for               

Advent-ure, our annual family      

Advent  celebration! 

 

Sunday, December 4  

from 4:30 -  6:00  

Fellowship Hall 

 
Advent crafts, carol sing, potluck supper. All ages 

and generations are welcome! 

 

Stuffed Animals Help Children 
Starting Sunday, November 27 and continuing 

throughout this Advent season, church school 

families, and the Children and Family Ministry 

Team, will be collecting donations of new stuffed 

animals for local organizations. The Brunswick 

Police and Fire Departments, MidCoast Hospital, 

and Jane’s Team will use our donated stuffed ani-

mals as gifts for children who visit them in times 

of need. Stuffed animals should be new, fairly 

small, and preferably have tags. 
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Food, Fun and Fellowship 
Invitation 

Please join other First Parish friends for dinner and fellowship in a member’s home 

once a month, January through April.  This is a wonderful opportunity to become better 

acquainted with others in a small group setting.  We will take turns hosting and provid-

ing dishes.  There is no formal program of study involved – just food, fun and fellow-

ship. 
 

The Plan 

Sign up on the form below by Monday, December 12th and you will be sent a dinner schedule.  One month 

you will be the host and provide the main course and beverages.  The other three months you will go to three 

other homes and bring a salad, vegetable or dessert.  The host for each month will be responsible for calling 

his or her group to arrange the date and time of the meal and coordinate the menu.  Dinners can be any day of 

the month, whenever the host and group desire.  A brunch, lunch, and picnic have been tried, all with good 

results.  The program is open to adults.   
 

Sign Up 

If you would like to participate, please fill out the information below and return by email or mail  

to Jack Kieffer, 23 Appletree Drive, Brunswick, Maine 04011       jkvbd@comcast.net  

 

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone: ____________________ Email: _______________________________________ 

 

I/We wish to __________ participate fully including being a host one month. 

                     __________ participate only as a substitute. 

Dear Members, 

On behalf on the Stewardship Committee, we thank 

you for your support of First Parish Church.  Won-

derful things are happening here, and it is because of 

your generosity that we can come together each Sun-

day in worship with the vibrant members of this con-

gregation who give generously of their time and re-

sources to ensure that we have the best music pro-

gram, a vibrant Sunday School program and a con-

gregation that makes a tangible difference in the 

lives of people in our greater community.  

  

The coming year is an especially important year at 

First Parish Church.  We celebrate the 300th anniver-

sary of our presence and ministry in this community 

and beyond.  We will also recognize the ministry of 

Ray Cornils, as well as identify the person who will 

follow his footsteps. These efforts require significant 

financial resources to make them successful.  We 

have received strong pledge support from many, but 

we still need additional support from those of who 

have not pledged. It is still not too 

late!!!  If you have not yet made 

your pledge for 2017, we urge 

you to do so as soon as possible.  

If you need a new pledge card 

please contact the church office 

or email your pledge amount di-

rectly to the church collector at  

fpcaccounting@firstparish.net. 

 

This church thrives because of the generous and 

caring nature of our congregation. We are honored 

to be part of it. 

 

John Pearson, Randy Anderson, Chuck Erb and 

Todd Rider 

mailto:fpcaccounting@firstparish.net


 8 

 

Our lives are filled with journeys and stories. We want to hear yours. 
 

Journeys, a project of the Adult Education committee, will offer future readers a glimpse of our individual 

lives and our life as a congregation as we celebrate First Parish Church’s 300th anniversary. Everyone in the 

congregation is invited to submit their story in prose or poetry or photographs or artwork. So far we have the 

tale of a snowy owl that lead to a hidden labyrinth, a sonnet called “The Cyclist’s Prayer” and an essay about 

the Christmas Fair and blueberry muffins, to name just a few. 

 

There is a 1000 word limit. 

Space allowing, we may be able to print two of your submissions. 

The best way to submit is electronically to FirstParishAnniversaryBook@gmail.com 

Submission may also be mailed to First Parish Church, 9 Cleaveland St. Brunswick, Me 04011 

Please mark envelope “Attention 300th Anniversary Book” 

 

If you have questions or would like help writing or editing your story, please contact us. 

Paige Mangum pmangum@comcast.net 

Nancy Collins nancy.collins.phd@gmail.com 

All Church Christmas Card 
The many individuals and families who come to First Parish Church in 

need of some assistance greatly appreciate our ministry through Jane’s 

Team.  In order to provide some Christmas cheer to those in need, 

Jane’s Team hopes that this year you will once again sign the All-

Church Christmas greeting card to one another and make a generous 

donation to Jane’s Team.   With your donations we will purchase $25 

gift cards, most of which will be given to Tedford Housing to enable 

their clients to have a brighter, and hopefully a bit merrier, Christ-

mas.  You, the church, provide generous support to Jane’s Team 

throughout the year.  Please contribute a bit more to help those in need 

during this very special season.  And, Jane’s Team’s members wish 

you all a very MERRY CHRISTMAS. 

The Christmas Card will be available in the Sanctuary and the Vestry 

on Sunday, December 4 and 11.  

Christmas Giving Tree 
We are once again sponsoring the 

Christmas Giving Tree to provide 

struggling families in the area with 

Christmas gifts.  Look for the tree 

in the Vestry after worship on De-

cember 4 and 11. It’s simple:  pick 

a gift slip off the tree, buy and wrap 

the gift, and return it with the slip 

to the church office by Wednesday, 

December 14th. 

 

The offering received on Christmas Eve will be divided in half again this year. Half of the 

offering will go to the UCC Christmas Fund (formerly known as Veterans of the Cross).  

This fund helps support retired ministers who do not have adequate funds for daily ex-

penses and medical care. 
 

The other half will go to Tedford Housing.  Tedford Housing’s mission is: to work to end 

homelessness in Mid Coast Maine by providing, in collaboration with others, shelter, housing and services 

to those in need.  We work to help people become more self-sufficient and advocate for change so that no 

one faces the prospect of being without a home. Envelopes for the Christmas Offering are available in your 

box of envelopes or in the pew on Christmas Eve. You may also send a check made out to “First Parish 

Church,” marked “Christmas Fund.” 

mailto:FirstParishAnniversaryBook@gmail.com
mailto:pmangum@comcast.n
mailto:nancy.collins.phd@gmail.com
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 Prayers for: Judy Parker and David Leland  

 Sympathy to family and friends of:  Sally Twine, who died on October 27; Margaret “Peg” Bertsch, who 

died on October 30; Lucille Hornbeck, who died on November 14. Peg Bertsch’s committal service at the 

Memorial Garden is Saturday, November 26 at 2:00 PM if you would like to attend. 

 Congratulations to the Brunswick High School Dragon Football team who won the State Class B Champi-

onship this past weekend. 

 This is a reminder that sermons, our Weekly Email, and the monthly newsletter (Pilgrims’ Progress)  can 

be accessed via our website:  http://www.firstparish.net.  

 The Caregivers’ Support Group meets each Monday at 2 PM in the Pilgrim House Parlor. FMI, please call 

Judy Bauman at 729-1219. 

 The Grief Support Group meets weekly on Wednesdays at 2 PM in the Parlor. FMI, please call Virginia 

Derr at 725-4147 or  email Jack Collins (jack.collins.birder@gmail.com) 

 The Crafter’s Group continues to meet each Thursday at 1:00 PM in the parlor. Bring a craft to work on, or 

just come for conversation and tea.  

Wales and Tales at FPC on Sunday, November 27 from 3 -  4 PM 

 First Parish Church and The Theater Project partner for a special benefit presentation of this longstanding 

holiday favorite, a collection of stories performed by Al Miller. Admission to this holiday show, “Wales 

and Tales,” is non-perishable food or a financial donation for Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program. All 

are welcome! Bring friends of all ages. 

 

2017 Items: Thank you to everyone who has purchased cook books, calendars, and our  history book 

(The Third Century)! If you would like buy additional copies, they are now available during the week in the 

church office.  Prices are: Cook Book - $10; Calendars - $15; History books are $20 for soft cover, and $30 for 

hard cover.  Thanks to Mildred Jones, Liz Newman and Bill Millar for all their work on the history book! 

  Instead of buying wrapping 

paper to wrap gifts, use materials from 

around the house that can serve as gift wrap: 

old posters and maps, old sheet music, wall-

paper scraps, scarves and pillowcases, fabric 

remnants, colorful ads or photos from maga-

zines and catalogs!  Use your imagination! 

 Merry Christmas!  

A Free Taxi Shuttle supported by the deacons will be 

available again this winter. Beginning Sunday, December 

4th,  a Brunswick Taxi will continuously shuttle between 

the Brunswick Town Hall parking lot and the front of the 

church. 

Before Worship: Use the ample parking lot, hop in the 

warm cab and ride right up to the front door: 9:35AM-

10:05AM  After Worship:  Catch the cab back to your car 

anytime between 11:00AM-11:30AM.  You even have time 

to enjoy coffee hour if you like. 

Questions or concerns please call Bonnie Spies 329-6595 or 

email her at bonniespies@comcast.net 

The shuttle will be provided every Sunday in December, 

January, February. 

We need many riders to take advantage of this service in 

order to keep it available.  Please give it a try! 

 

The Search Committee has been reviewing 

musical videos of a select group of appli-

cants. During the first week of December, 

telephone conversations will be scheduled 

with those individuals the committee is 

most interested in. Face to face interviews 

will occur in Jan./Feb. The committee ap-

preciates your interest, questions and input. 

 

Susan Weaver, Chair,  

Minister of Music Search Committee 

mailto:bonniespies@comcast.net
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Mary E. Baard, Senior Pastor (mbaard@firstparish.net) 
Geoff Parker, Associate Pastor (gparker@firstparish.net)  
Ray Cornils, Minister of Music (rcornils@firstparish.net) 

Becky Wilkoff, Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
Amanda Similien, Youth Ministries Coordinator (bwilkoff@firstparish.net) 

Leslie Foley, Minister of Visitation (lfoley@firstparish.net) 
Jane Connors, Office Administrator (jconnors@firstparish.net) 

Steve Williams, Business Administrator (swilliams@firstparish.net) 
Peggy Mast, Collector (fpcaccounting@firstparish.net) 

Karen Leland, Chapel Ringers Director 
Carol Elowe, Accompanist 

 
 
 

Office is located at 9 Cleaveland Street, Brunswick Maine 04011 
Church Office Phone Number:  207 729-7331 

Church Office Fax Number:  207 729-4512 
Website:  www.firstparish.net 

 


