
   

First Parish Church is open to everyone and welcomes participation  
in the full life, leadership, and ministry of the Church.  

We are a diverse congregation.  
We welcome persons of any race, gender, ethnic origin,  

mental or physical ability, religious tradition, sexual orientation,  
gender identity or expression, and economic circumstances.  

We affirm that the love of Christ for each person knows no bounds. 

 

I am grateful that we keep striving to listen careful-

ly to one another as we discuss difficult topics to-

gether. Like any congregation, we do not always 

agree on theological, political, or practical matters.  

That has been true throughout our history as First 

Parish Church and I expect will be true in the future 

as well.   

 

As we have been exploring our new church cove-

nant this fall I have been struck by its depth. As it 

expands on the words of the prophet Micah – do 

justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God - 

it draws us deeper into spiritual practices.  It calls 

us to confront the challenges of our day, have com-

passion for one another, and remain in communion 

with the Spirit.    

 

There have been thousands of people who have 

been part of First Parish Church through the years 

and we are grateful for their ministries in our con-

gregation and community.  There have been twenty-

three people who have been the senior pastor of the 

congregation and you can see pictures of some of 

them in the chapel.   

 

Thank you to Mildred Jones and Liz Newman who 

found pictures of ministers back to the 1870s. Thank 

you to Alan and Peggy Mast who have set up an art/

picture display system in the chapel.  We will leave 

these pictures up through the end of December.  

Then for 2017, we will have an artist of the month, 

displaying the art of various church members.  If 

you or someone else you know would like to display 

art, please contact Alan Mast 798-3938. 

 

Blessings, 

Mary 

 

Spirit Matters:  Art 

Sunday, November 13 

11:15-12:00 noon 

Sanctuary 

 

Alan Mast, artist, and Kristi Hatrick, director of Arts 

are Elementary will participate in this conversation.  

Spirit Matters is a monthly conversation with a   

couple of First Parish Church members about a     

particular topic.   
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November Worship 

“ On the Way” 
November 6 

All Saint’s Sunday; Communion 

Mary Baard preaching 

Adult Choir, Chamber Choir 
 

November13 

Mary Baard preaching 

Adult Choir, Parish Ringers 

Spirit Matters: Art  (after worship in the sanctuary) 
 

November 20 

Thanksgiving Sunday;  

Special Offering for Midcoast Hunger Prevention 

Geoff Parker preaching 

Adult Choir, Junior, Cherub and Westminster Choirs 
 

November 27 

Mary Baard preaching 

First Sunday of Advent 

Adult Choir 

Offering of new, small stuffed animals begins  

(See article in Children and Family News.) 

 I want to thank the congregation for ex-

pressing such warm and caring thoughts to me 

and my family about the destruction in Haiti 

following Hurricane Matthew.  It is a blessing 

that our family and friends survived and are 

picking up the pieces, but it is hard to know 

just what they are facing as the lines of com-

munication (phones and internet) are still so 

sporadic.  Haiti is still reeling from the Earth-

quake of 2010, although the southern peninsu-

la, where the hurricane passed, was not physi-

cally hit by the earthquake, the economic strug-

gles continue.  At this point the major struggle 

is clean up and food security, as I mentioned. 

There is little space for debris to be placed and 

recycled, and distribution of resources from the 

capitol, Port Au Prince, is very challenging po-

litically.   
 

 Mary mentioned the UCC does help 

with immediate response to international crises, 

Heiffer Project has coordinators, families and 

feet on the ground. Support of these two organ-

izations will help people directly in Haiti. An-

other organization that works with farmers and 

planters of coffee and Cacao in my family’s 

home town of Camp Perrin, is Singing Rooster 

Coffee. First Parish Church is going to be serv-

ing this coffee at coffee hours and such through 

the end of December. Hurricane Matthew was 

devastating for Singing Rooster farmer partners 

and the townspeople who lost valuable food 

crops that sustains their livelihoods through 

mango, avocado & citrus trees. This company 

is working to raise $10,000 for a seedling 

nursery near Camp Perrin. More information 

can be found on their website 

www.singingrooster.org 
 

 From my family to yours, thank you for 

your continued kind words, prayers and 

thoughts as we help our community and the 

wider Haitian country continue to rise like the 

Phoenix from the ashes.   

 

Yours,  

Mandy 

 

Amanda Similien on  

 Hurricane Matthew 

St. Anne Catholic Church in Perrin before and after  

Hurricane Matthew 

http://www.singingrooster.org
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For more information on any of these events, 

please contact Becky at the church office, 729-

7331, or email her at bwilkoff@firstparish.net 

 

Please SAVE THE DATE for Advent-ure, our   

annual family Advent celebration! 

Sunday, December 4 from 4:30 -  6:00  

Fellowship Hall 

Advent crafts, carol sing, potluck supper. All ages 

and generations are welcome! 

 

 

Stuffed Animals Help Children 

Starting Sunday, November 27 and continuing 

throughout this Advent season, church school fami-

lies, and the Children and Family Ministry Team, 

will be collecting donations of new stuffed animals 

for local organizations. The Brunswick Police and 

Fire Departments, MidCoast Hospital, and Jane’s 

Team will use our donated stuffed animals as gifts 

for children who visit them in times of need. 

Stuffed animals should be new, fairly small, and 

preferably have tags. 

Do you like spending time with people? 

Would you enjoy having a spiritual friend?  
 

The First Parish visitation team would love for you to 

join this valuable ministry of the church.  
 

If you would like more information about our pro-

gram, contact The Rev. Dr. Leslie Foley at 

lfoley@firstparish.net. 

 

   Inquiring Minds Book 

Group gathers Mon. Nov. 

21 at 7:00 in Pilgrim House to reflect upon Dave 

Eggers’ What Is the What: An Autobiography of 

Valentino Achak Deng, a fictionalized Lost Boy 

of Sudan who emigrated to the United States as a 

Sudanese child refugee.  The book was a finalist 

for the National Book Award.  All, of course, are 

welcome. 

The Annual Meeting of the Maine Conference was held in Bangor on Saturday, Oct. 22. Delegates from 

FPC are Mark and Melon Patrick, Ruth Thibodeau, Betsy Eaton, Henrik and Nikki Strandskov. Others in 

the pictures are Geoff Parker, Mary Baard, and Annette Mott. 

 

During the week of Sept. 26 through Oct. 3, various 

committee members met with all the choral and bell 

choirs, parents of those in the children’s choirs, the 

Westminster Choir and congregational members to hear 

their suggestions, comments and questions regarding 

the hiring of a new Minister of Music.  Approximately 

120 people attended these meetings and provided ex-

cellent input for the committee members to consider as 

the evaluation of applicants continues. 
 

The  acceptance of applications will continue till Nov. 

1st.  At this time, 24 applications have been received.  

You may view the position posting by checking the 

church website at www.firstparish.net and clicking on 

the box with Minister of Music Search listed.  We con-

tinue to appreciate your interest and input. 

mailto:lfoley@firstparish.net
http://www.firstparish.net/
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Amanda and Dan Commander   

Amanda loves vintage fashion, music, art, dance and beautiful Maine coastal 

scenery. Amanda works for Goodwill Northern New England managing a 

team of people who help find jobs for people with disabilities. She spends 

approximately five minutes out of every day explaining to people that Aman-

da Commander is her real married name. Dan is originally from Old 

Saybrook, Connecticut, but moved up to Newcastle, Maine just before high 

school. Amanda and Dan went to the same high school at the same time and 

did not know each other! Dan works at the  Harraseekett Inn in Freeport as a 

Sous Chef for the Broad Arrow Tavern. They have a 

four year old son, Henry. 

 

James Crary 

Jim is a retired hospice chaplain, who moved to Brunswick with his wife, Pam. He is 

also a new grandfather of Hamish, born in Alaska recently. Hobbies include car-

pentry, flying radio-controlled gliders, cooking and gardening.  

 

 

Jean Vaughn 

Jean and her husband, Peter, retired to Maine in 2010 after 

being away for twenty years. She has sung in our choir for 

the past seven years. Other than singing, Jean enjoys spending time with their grand-

sons (two out of three live here in town), walking, reading, and traveling to visit 

their other grandson in North Dakota. 

 

 

 

 

Maddy Magnuson 

Maddy is originally from California, but has lived in Maine for seven years,   

studied and worked in the field of gender and sexuality and food justice. Maddy 

loves to cook, read and go hiking and adventuring with loved ones and dogs. 
 

 

 

 

Trevor Peterson and Sarah Rodgers 

Trevor and Sarah live in Brunswick with their two daughters, 

Avery (7) and Anna (who turns 4 next month).  They met as stu-

dents at Bowdoin College and have stayed here ever since.  They 

both play in the Midcoast Symphony Orchestra, Trevor on violin, 

and Sarah on French Horn.  They love being outdoors with their 

family as much as possible, boating, gardening, and exploring 

together.  They've been attending First Parish Church for about 

four years. 
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Ed Bradley, chair of Personnel Committee, 

joined the Council for a discussion of the status of 

their review of staff’s compensation. Ed reviewed the 

guidance issued by the UCC Clergy Compensation 

guidelines and reported that our compensation pack-

age is currently within, or exceeds, the UCC recom-

mendations. 
 

I reported on the Minister of Music Search. 

Currently, the committee is reviewing the applica-

tions received so far.  They have also begun sending 

out follow-up questions to ap-

plicable applicants which were 

due October 17.  The Search 

Committee also hosted two 4Cs, 

on Sunday, October 2, and 

Monday, October 3.  The results 

of these discussions, along with 

those of the various choirs, will 

be evaluated by the Committee 

and help serve them as they move forward in the in-

terview process. 
 

 On behalf of Church Council I want to ex-

press our appreciation for the time, talents and treas-

ure that you give generously to First Parish Church to 

make it such a wonderful place.    
 

Todd Rider, Vice Chair, Church Council 

Our 300th anniversary year of 

2017 is right around the cor-

ner!  One project which has 

been in the works for almost three 

years is ready for prime time!  A book cele-

brating our stories of the past 100 years has been pub-

lished!  The Third Century will be sold for the first time 

at coffee hour after church on November 13 (in both 

hard cover and soft cover).   

 

Author Bill Millar, Jr., will be on hand to greet you and 

sign copies.  Editors Mildred Jones and Elizabeth New-

man will also be happy to see you.  Please plan to join 

us. 

It’s hard to believe how quickly fall has come upon 

us, and even harder to believe the holiday season is 

just around the corner. At the October Church Coun-

cil meeting, Kevin Hart, chair of the Finance Com-

mittee and Ed Bradley, chair of the Personnel Com-

mittee and member of the Feasibility Study Commit-

tee, joined us to discuss the 

potential plans to modify the 

front of the sanctuary and 

make Pilgrim House more   

accessible. The Feasibility 

Committee is seeking approval 

of a core project and additional 

items to be included in the 

presentation to various congre-

gational groups by Full Harvest Fundraising. After 

significant discussion the members of Council agreed 

to let the Feasibility Study Committee move forward 

with the core project and some general additional 

items.  The Council noted that this did not represent 

an approval of the project but rather an agreement to 

use this plan as basis for discussions with the congre-

gation. 

 

Labyrinth Available for 

Meditative Walking  

on November 29 

 

Join us in Fellowship 

Hall between 12  noon 

and 7 PM to walk our 30-

foot canvas replica of the ancient labyrinth 

of Chartres Cathedral in France. Take a 

respite from the hectic pace of fall for a 

time of peace and quiet. Walking the laby-

rinth allows time to reconnect with God 

and our inner nature. 

 

FMI: Elizabeth Webster 

utile7@gmail.com or 207 751-7139.  
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A sincere thank you to all who contributed to 

the Annual Clothing & Linen Sale this year.  

Once again a nice service to the Community 

took place on September 23 & 24th through 

generous contributions, the fun and fellowship 

attained by many volunteers and the enthusi-

asm of our regular shoppers.  
  

Thank you to the following people for their time and energy 

on this project: Janet Adams, Ann Baldwin, Ann Barry, Anne 

Brookes, Judy Bauman, Marty Damiani, Virginia Derr, Diana 

Dove, Joan Drake, Hannah Dring, Janet Fullerton, Betty 

Hughes, Carol Jack, Nancy Lougee, Peggy & Alan Mast, Liz 

Newman, Chris Simonson, Trisha Sheaff, Priscilla Smith, 

Ruth Thibodeau, Jean Vaughn, Mary Lee Ward, Liz Waldo, 

Jody Watson, Lois Widmer.  Also, to Sean of Southern-Maine 

Landscaping,  and the Boy Scouts of Troop #633 for their 

strong assistance with the setup and the take down of racks & 

tables for the event, plus transporting the packed up bags of 

items to the Community Service Center. 

 

Our appreciation to all, 

Dottie Cattelle, Nancy Damiani, Jane Primmer  

November special offering to benefit  

Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Project 
On Sunday, November 20th,   the offering received during worship will go to 

support Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program (MCHPP). Through its seven 

programs, clients receive food assistance as well as receive help building skills 

to live self-sufficient and healthy lifestyles. Each week on average MCHPP  

receives 13,980 pounds of food, serves 6,150 meals and depends on 600 volun-

teer hours. Our annual special offering to MCHPP helps to: 

 Reduce the financial burden on families by providing free groceries to 

more than 1,300 households through the Food Pantry. 

 Give children the food they need to reach their full potentials in school through the Backpack 

Program. 

 Help children focus more on play and less on their next meal through the Summer Food    

Service Program. 

 Provide seniors and their caregivers with more tools to help them age comfortably in their 

homes through the Pantry to Pantry Program 

 Bring the community together by providing more than 45,000 free meals to individuals 

through the Soup Kitchen. 
 

Consider volunteering on the 3rd Saturday of the month when First Parish volunteers staff the 

soup kitchen.  
 

To learn more about current needs and opportunities please go to www.mchpp.org or their Face-

book page. Donations to MCHPP will be accepted in the church office throughout  the month of 

November; please do make a notation that the donation is for the Mid Coast Hunger Prevention 

Program special offering.  

U.S. Climate Team Fast Fact 
You can save 15 percent or more on your 

heating and cooling costs and lower your 

carbon emissions by more than half a ton 

annually just by using a programmable 

thermostat to adjust your home’s tempera-

ture during the night and while you are 

away at work during the day. 

http://www.mchpp.org
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What are you grateful for today? This is a wonderful 

question to start our day.  Unlike our culture’s insistence 

that our glass is always half empty, it is our Christian 

conviction that our glass is always half full to overflow-

ing!  It is in response to the generosity of God that we 

find such joy in being generous.  Remember First Parish 

Church in your estate plans.    

As I write this report the leaves are turning and evenings are getting cooler remind-

ing me we are in the last quarter of the year.  September is always a challenging 

month in our budget cycle. Fortunately, our income faired a bit better than we an-

ticipated and expenses were a bit lower than we expected although we did still end 

the month with more expense than income.   

 

We really appreciate all the pledges, regular giving, and plate offerings that support 

our rich and varied programming.  As we enter this final quarter of the year, we 

look forward to the Halls of Holly Christmas fair on November 19th in addition to the usual op-

portunities to give.  Your continued gifts will help to carry us through the rest of the year to ful-

fill our mission. 

 

Enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday season.  

 

Respectfully submitted,   

Carol O’Donnell, Treasurer 

 

 

The check is in the mail!  That phrase is often used as a less than credible promise, 

but the Stewardship letter IS indeed in the mail and we do want to hear from each of 

you. Our advance leadership pledges have kicked off the 2017 campaign with a 

strong commitment to the goals represented by the proposed budget with an average 

10% increase. We know not everyone can make that level of increase, but we hope 

that you can at least help us to achieve our overall goal of 8%. If everyone does what 

they can we will achieve all we have set out to accomplish and more.  

 

As always the Stewardship Committee wants to thank you for all that you do and 

give! 
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Lessons and Carols December 4 
The 24rd annual festival of Lessons and Carols will bring together choirs from 

seven local churches for a celebration of readings and carols for the Advent and 

Christmas season on Sunday, December 4 at 3:00 pm. Held at St. John’s Catho-

lic Church on Pleasant Street in Brunswick, the program will feature beautiful carols of the Advent and Christ-

mas season. The prelude music by the Parish Ringers  will begin at 2:50. Suggested donation at the door, 

$8.00 

Special Music and Concerts  

Friday, December 2        7:00 pm  Parish Ringers,  Pittston Congregational Church, Pittston ME 

           pot luck dinner preceding 

Saturday, December 3     7:00 pm  Ray Cornils organist with 2 trumpets, Methuen Music Hall, 

          Methuen MA 

Sunday, December 4        3:00 pm  Annual Lessons and Carols, St. John’s Church, Brunswick ME 

 

December 9-18       (various)  Magic of Christmas (Portland Symphony Orchestra) 

      organ prelude begins 1 hour before each performance 

Tuesday, December 13    7:00 pm  Ray Cornils with brass quintet    

           First Congregational Church, North Conway NH 
 

 

Sunday, December 11      10:00am  Handel Messiah (Christmas portion) with orchestra and  

       First Parish Adult Choir      First Parish Church, Brunswick ME  

 

Tuesday, December 20     7:30 pm  Christmas with Cornils, with brass, The Parish Ringers  

            and Musica de Filia, Merrill Auditorium, Portland ME 

Halls of Holly Fair 

Saturday, November 19 

9 AM -  2 PM          Fellowship Hall 
We need cookies and more  cookies for the Cookie Walk, Breads and other 

baked goods, (especially pies) jams, jellies, pickles, etc., Christmas items for 

the Christmas table, Muffins for the muffin bar, knitting and other craft items, 

books, CDs and DVDs, and jewelry. (Please note items that people ask for: 

breads (Italian, cinnamon raisin, herb parmesan), brownies, coffee rings, apple, 

pecan, pumpkin pies, peanut butter fudge and fudge without nuts, homemade 

rolls, brown bread without raisins.) 

 

Please bring items to the Pilgrim House during the week before the fair, with the exception of jewelry, which 

can be brought to the office at any time. We also need lots of elves to help the week before the fair, and the 

day of the fair. See sign up sheet on back cover.  
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 Prayers for: Judy Parker, Irma Howard, Sally Twine 

 Prayers for the families of  Parker Marden, who died on October 6, 2016 and 

John Parker IV, who died on October 7, 2016. Parker’s service was held here 

on October 13th. John’s service will be held here on October 29 at 11:00 AM. 

  The Caregivers’ Support Group meets each Monday at 2:00 pm in the Pilgrim 

House Parlor. FMI, please call Judy Bauman at 729-1219.  

 The Grief Support Group meets on Wednesdays at 2 PM in the Parlor. FMI, please call Virginia Derr at 

725-4147. 

 This is a reminder that sermons, our Weekly Email, and the monthly newsletter (Pilgrims’ Progress)  can 

be accessed via our website:  http://www.firstparish.net.  

 

Feasibility Study Committee Report 
 

We are a small group working with Peter Heinrichs and Susan Lewis of Full Harvest Fundraising to 

prepare materials for the feasibility study for a capital campaign. The priority of this campaign is to renovate 

our facilities, based on the work and recommendations of the Facilities Connectedness Team, so that we are 

able to fulfill our mission as an open, affirming, accessible, and intergenerational spiritual community. 

We have met with several committees and teams to present these recommendations and then we lis-

tened to their impressions and suggestions. We appreciate the time and the thoughtful feedback that these 

busy groups gave to this effort. We also held a listening session for the congregation after church on October 

9. Several of you attended and we are grateful for your feedback. All of this input has made us better prepared 

for the feasibility study. 

Ed Bradley, wearing his Feasibility Study Team hat, and Kevin Hart, 

of the Connectedness Team, updated the Church Council at their meeting on 

October 11. As you can see in the Church Council report elsewhere in this 

newsletter, the Council agreed to let the feasibility study move forward to test 

the congregation’s support of the core projects and some additional stretch 

items.  

What are those core projects? For Pilgrim House, they are an accessi-

ble entrance at the sanctuary side, constructing an addition with an elevator 

and accessible bathrooms at the parking lot entrance, and energy upgrades. 

For the sanctuary, they are adding an accessible ramp and modifications to the chancel (pulpit area), some 

pew replacement, and audio visual upgrades. The study will also test the support for some stretch projects, 

such as solar panels, office reconfiguration in Pilgrim House, Fellowship Hall kitchen upgrade, and choir loft 

railing changes to improve visibility.  

So, what’s next? In November, Peter and Susan will conduct individual interviews with a sample of 

church members. The Feasibility Study Committee will be calling to invite these members to the interviews 

and we hope that, if you receive an invitation, you will meet with Peter and Susan and provide your thought-

ful feedback. We will also distribute more information through various methods so that everyone will have an 

opportunity to be more informed. 

In December, Peter and Susan will deliver their findings to church leadership. In January, we and the 

Church Council will schedule another 4Cs to discuss the findings with members so that we will be prepared 

to vote on the projects and the campaign at the congregational meeting in late January.  

Do you have more questions? This is an important project in the life of our church, so please contact 

us if you do! 

 

The Feasibility Study Committee: Ed Bradley, Bill Ferdinand, Eddie Hatrick, Margo Knight, John Pearson, 

Wendy Suehrstedt 
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Halls of Holly Fair                           November 19, 2016   9 am -2 pm 
Please write “C” if you will contribute to a booth and/or “W” if you can work the day of the fair. 

 

____ Baked Goods (including candy) ____  Muffin  Bar 

 ____Harvest Table (jams, pickles, preserves, etc.) ____ Lunch                                                                                     

____ Christmas Table (new/used)   ____ Knitting Table   

____ Cookie Walk  ____ Greenery 

____ Jewelry Table                                                       ____ SERRV  & Christian Outreach  

____ Used Books/CDs/tapes/Videos/DVDs                   

____ American Girl Doll Boutique  

____ Needlework Table            

  

   Deliveries to Pilgrim house Tuesday, Nov. 15 to Friday 11/18  

    ____ Final set up (Thursday/Friday 11/17 and 11/218) 

    ____ Clean up (Saturday) after 2 pm 

    ____ Sunday Sale in Vestry (11/20) 

 

________ I would like more information about ___________________________. 

________ I would like to make a monetary contribution to help with Fair expenses  

Amount $_________  (payable to First Parish Church, ATTN: Church Fair) 

 

Name _________________________________ 

Phone _______________________    Best time to call ______________ (See article about suggestions for  

Email ___________________________________ (please print)    food items) 

 

Please leave the questionnaire in either basket by the church doors, return to the church office, or mail to:  

First Parish Church 9 Cleaveland Street Brunswick ME 04011 


