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Weaving	Creation:	
What	about	all	the	Stuff?	

	
INTRO	to	SCRIPTURE	
	
Today	 we	 have	 a	 choral	 reading	 based	 on	
Genesis	1.		As	you	may	remember	the	Bible	
begins	with	a	sweeping	depiction	of	creation	
as	taking	place	over	seven	days.		This	way	of	
telling	 the	 story	 supported	 the	 rhythm	 of	
weekly	living.		The	high	point	of	the	story	is	
not	the	creation	of	humans,	but	the	Sabbath	
–	a	time	of	rest	for	God	and	all	creation.			
	
You	have	a	part	in	the	reading.								Will	say,			
The	_____day.		And	God	said,	
	
Then	you	say,		That’s	good.									
	
SERMON	
	
This	 creation,	 of	 which	 we	 are	 a	 part,	 is	
awesome!		We	are	grateful	for	the	gift,	and	
mindful	of	our	call	to	be	good	stewards	in	the	
ongoing	weaving	of	creation.	 	There	are	so	
many	aspects	 to	 that,	but	 today	 let’s	 focus	
on	“What	about	all	the	stuff?”		This	summer	
someone	 asked	 if	 I	would	 do	 a	 sermon	 on	
stuff.		Here	it	is.	
	
We	 humans	 create	 a	 lot	 of	 stuff.	 	 So,	 let’s	
start	with	a	little	confession	today.		Who	has	
stuff	in	their	home	or	room	that	they	don’t	
really	 need?	 	 Stuff	 that	 you	 don’t	 really	
want?		Stuff	that	not	only	clutters	your	space	
but	 also	 clutters	 your	 spirit?	 	When	 it	 gets	
right	down	to	 it,	who	thinks	they	are	really	
going	to	be	able	to	take	that	stuff	with	them,	
wherever	your	next	move	is?	

	
This	 last	month	we	have	been	having	work	
done	in	Pilgrim	House	to	improve	the	egress	
from	the	downstairs	and	also	from	the	west	
end	of	Fellowship	Hall.		If	you	haven’t	been	
over,	please	take	some	time	to	check	it	out.			
	
As	 you	 know,	 when	 construction	 happens,	
stuff	gets	uncovered,	stuff	that’s	been	put	in	
overhead	spaces	or	stuffed	into	closets.			
When	 Diana	 Butler	 Bass	 was	 with	 us	 last	
spring,	she	talked	about	helping	her	mother	
go	 through	 the	 stuff	 in	 her	 home	 as	 her	
mother	was	 downsizing.	 	 Diana	mentioned	
the	three	piles	that	go	with	such	an	activity:		
keep,	give	away,	discard.			
	
We’ve	done	the	same	thing	in	Pilgrim	House.		
We	 filled	 two	 trucks	 with	 stuff	 to	 be	
discarded.		We	kept	some	things	and	worked	
to	find	new	spaces	for	them.		And,	we	have	
some	stuff	we	would	like	to	give	away.				For	
example,	 we	 still	 have	 two	 boxes	 of	
anniversary	tiles	of	First	Parish	Church	from	
the	275th	anniversary.		We	would	love	to	give	
them	 away	 to	 anyone	 who	 would	 actually	
put	them	to	use.		They	are	on	a	table	in	the	
vestry.		Help	yourself.	
	
Next	time	you	are	cleaning	out	stuff	at	your	
house,	 know	 that	we	don’t	have	any	 room	
for	it	here.	
	
Stuff,	stuff,	everywhere	
The	 images	 of	 the	 streets	 in	 Texas	 with	
people’s	 ruined	stuff	piled	up	outside	after	



the	 flooding	 remind	 us	 of	 just	 how	 much	
stuff	we	have	in	our	homes.		Why	is	that?	
	
Michael	 J.	 White,	 a	 survivor	 of	 Hurricane	
Katrina,	wrote	in	an	article	this	week,	I	now	
know	 everything	 can	 be	 lost	 in	 an	 instant.		
My	thoughts	about	possessions	and	what	is	
important	in	life	are	very	different.		(NY	Times,	
9/7/17)	
	
	
	
I	 suspect	 that	 some	 people	 who	 love	
camping	 and	 traveling	 are	 relieved	 not	 to	
have	so	much	stuff	to	attend	to.	
	
We	 are	 a	 nation	 of	 immigrants,	 most	 of	
whom	came	with	very	little	stuff	–	some	only	
the	 clothes	 on	 their	 backs,	 some	 had	 the	
luxury	of	a	satchel	they	carried.		I	wonder	if	
that	is	why	we	tend	to	accumulate	so	much	
stuff.			
	
Sidebar	 –	 People	 are	 not	 stuff!	 	 The	
rescinding	 of	 DACA	 (Deferred	 Action	 for	
Childhood	Arrivals)		
	
Spiritual	burden	of	stuff.	
Not	all	things	are	stuff.	
	
Stuff,	stuff	everywhere	
Distracting	us	from	real	life	
What	is	it	hiding?	
	
As	 we’ve	 been	 watching	 our	 grandson,	
Caleb,	 grow	 this	 first	 year,	 I’ve	 been	
reminded	 that	 children	 are	 fascinated	 by	
everything.	 	 A	 box	 of	 kleenex,	 a	 couple	 of	
spoons	are	as	good	as	any	toy.	
	


