On January 29, our congregation voted to enter our
fourth century with a bold step. We will undertake
a $2.5 million capital campaign to update our facilities in order to help fulfill our mission and our
strategic plan. As you are aware, our congregation
has been studying and planning for these changes
over the past several years. These are changes that
would positively affect accessibility, worship, connectedness, and intergenerational connections in
our spiritual life together. These changes would
reflect our common values and open our ministry
to all of our members and to our community.
The core projects include:
1. Parking lot entrance addition on Pilgrim House
with elevator and accessible bathrooms
2. Pilgrim House energy upgrades
3. Accessible ramp, chancel modifications, pew
replacement in the sanctuary
4. Cleaveland Street entrance ramp to Pilgrim
House, modified to reduce the recommended terrace and include a connection to a new patio/
garden/gathering place on the front lawn
5. Audio-visual upgrades to the sanctuary
6. Replenish the replacement reserve account for
the cost of the vestry ramp not yet funded through
capital contributions
There are several stretch projects that we will address once we near our financial goal for these core
projects.

Mercie Normand and Hector Casas have generously and enthusiastically agreed to be co-chairs of
this effort that will last from now until mid-June.
The Church Council voted to enter into a service
agreement with Full Harvest Fundraising for
$50,000 for capital campaign consulting. Peter
Heinrichs and Susan Lewis, principals with Full
Harvest, have worked with our church about these
issues over the past three years. More information
will be forthcoming as volunteers are recruited and
the fundraising begins.
In other Church Council business, we voted to
move funds as necessary ($12,088) from the replacement reserve account to apply to the deficit in
the 2016 budget. In order to present a balanced
budget to the congregation, we amended the 2017
Operating Budget as presented to the Council by
the Finance Committee, and will recommend the
amended budget for approval by the congregation
at the semi-annual congregational meeting on February 5, 2017. We voted to apply the distribution
from the music endowment fund to the operating
budget for purposes of supporting the music program. This action reflects our understanding that
endowment distributions can be used appropriately
to fund the operating budgets of their designated
purposes.
On behalf of the Church Council, I thank you for
your support, energy and enthusiasm for our faith
home, now and into our fourth century. We are inspired by the support of the congregation and by
the vision of these changes and their positive
effects coming to fruition.
Margo Knight,
Church Council Chair

February 5
Communion
Adult and Chamber Choirs
Annual Meeting for Finance following worship
February 12
Mary Baard preaching
“Spirit and Science” John 2: 1-11
Adult Choir, Junior and Cherub Choirs
Parish Ringers
After worship: Spirit Matters: Science
February 19
1717-2017: John Cross and our
Bowdoin College Connection
February 26
Fellowship Mardi Gras Breakfast!
Geoff Parker preaching
“Returning to Earth” Matthew 17:1-9
Adult Choir, Chapel Ringers
Three Kings Mardi Gras
Parade

Feasibility Study
Committee
This will be the last column for the Feasibility Study
Committee. With the positive vote to embark on a campaign to improve our facilities to make them more accessible and to reflect our values, our work here is
done. We were fortunate to have the work of previous
committees to launch from. We appreciate how generous people were with their time and impressed with the
thoughtfulness and creativity that they shared to help
this process. We are blessed.
You will probably see our names as volunteers in one
role or another in the campaign, and we look forward to
that next phase. Watch this space next month with news
from Mercie Normand and Hector Casas, co-chairs of
the campaign. We’re on the way!

BOWDOIN COLLEGE CONNECTIONS
February 19 in worship
Participating in the service will be:
John Cross, Secr etar y of Development and
College Relations
Bob Ives, Dir ector of Religious and Spir itual
Life
Special music by Bowdoin students planned.
During the service, we
will recognize all those
present who are or
have been students,
staff, faculty, alums, or
host families. We are grateful for
the ways our life is enriched by the presence of the college.
A bit of history: Our sanctuary is at its present
location at the request of Bowdoin College. In
fact, the sanctuary was built to meet the needs of
the college as well as the congregation. Graduation and other events were held in the sanctuary
during our second century and into the third. In
addition, the students were required to attend
worship at First Parish on Sundays. You can see
some of their initials carved in the wood in the
south balcony.
In years when the congregation was not able to
afford a minister, the president of the college
(who was a congregational minister) preached.
It is through Bowdoin that many famous speakers, including Eleanor Roosevelt and Martin
Luther King Jr. have come to our meetinghouse.

As was true in many other college towns in
New England, the life of the college and the
congregation were closely connected.

Sincerely,
Ed Bradley, Bill Ferdinand, Eddie Hatrick, Margo
Knight, John Pearson, Wendy Suehrstedt
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This year the Children and Family Ministry team
invites us to celebrate Mardi Gras before and during
church school on Sunday, February 26. As always,
families are welcome and encouraged to join the
Fellowship Breakfast in Fellowship Hall between
8:15 and 9:30 AM. We hear that the menu will include our traditional pancakes, ham and oranges!
The children will make Mardi Gras masks during
church school, and our Wise Ones will lead them all
in the Mardi Gras parade.

The Three Wise Ones, William Berberich,
Sarah Mapletoft, and Rachael Mapletoft
will lead the Mardi Gras Parade on Feb. 26.

In worship on Sunday, February 26th, we will
take up our Seminary Sunday Offering. Through
this offering we support the continuing education
and training for ministry of individuals who are
discerning a call to work and minister within the
church.
Currently, Danielle Keller, one of our church
members who has served as a deacon and member of our Labyrinth ministry, is attending Boston University School of Theology. Danielle lives here in Brunswick and commutes to
Boston for class. As well as taking courses in
Biblical Studies and other foundations of ministry, she’s excited to be exploring other traditions
and areas including a class this semester on Conflict Transformation.

First Parish Church of
Brunswick, Maine
United Church of Christ
Semi-Annual Meeting: 2017 Budget
Sunday, February 5, 2017
directly following an
abbreviated worship service.

Pilgrim Lodge has dedicated weeks for women,
men, young adults, teens, children, families, grandparent/child with many different themes. Check out:
www.pilgrimlodge.org
207 724-3200
Registration is now open on-line. Don’t hesitate!
Sign up for the weeks you want soon!
Scholarships are available both from Pilgrim Lodge
and from First Parish Church. Please contact Becky
Wilkoff at bwilkoff@firstparish.net

Pilgrim Lodge
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A five week class beginning March 5th led by Geoff Parker.
Sunday mornings and Thursday Evening class times.
Detailed schedule to follow.
A challenge of Christ’s reminder, “I came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly” is, of course, figuring out exactly what abundant life looks like for us
as individuals and communities of faith. For many, it is an invitation to a way of
life that embraces God’s deep and abiding giving through which “our cups overflow” and a recognition of the gifts of our lives, which invites us to share with others and with the world.
This class is intended to help us explore and answer: “How do I help create and
nurture abundant life from the skills, passions, money, and possessions with which I have been in entrusted?”
We’ll engage with Christian thinkers and traditions related to generosity and charitable giving, but also with
each other as class participants and church members. Topics include:
 Introduction: What do we mean by “abundant life”?
 Money and Giving in the Hebrew and New Testament Scriptures
 Christian Practices, Family Practices – Unpacking our Histories of Giving
 Write the Vision Plan - Creating a Mission Statement for Our Giving
 Giving as Ministry
We’ll discern our personal values and mission for giving and sharing and consider how to live those values
out, and how to pass them on to those who follow in our footsteps. Come and join in the discussion!

BOOK GROUP

Labyrinth Walk
Thursday, February 7 12
Noon to 7 pm
Fellowship Hall
A perfect time to experience the walking meditation
that you have been meaning to try all these years!
Our 30’ canvas labyrinth meanders with a purpose,
leading us to new insights and inspirations. You are
welcome to join us. Hosts are available to welcome
you and answer questions. FMI: contact the church
office: 207 729-7331 or labyrinth@firstparish.net

FRIENDSHIP - AFFECTION TENSION
February 20 is the next gathering
of the Inquiring Minds Book Group, when we will
discuss Jamie Ford’s The Hotel at the Corner of Bitter and Sweet, the story of a Chinese-American boy
and a Japanese-American girl in an ethnically mixed
Seattle neighborhood in 1941. On one level it’s the
delightful story of two kids who find solace in each
other. On another it evokes concern for attitudes
toward, and actions regarding immigrants and minority peoples. Do join us: Mon. Feb. 20, 7:00,
Pilgrim House.

THINK SPRING! The educational series, “Windows On Religion, The Next 100 Years”
will begin in April with events:
April 2: Screening of the film “Dirt” - 5:00 PM followed by discussion
April 8: Outdoor Labyrinth Walk - 2:00-4:00 PM All ages welcome with details to follow.
Plans also are underway for discussion groups of “Grounded,” by Diana Butler Bass. Dates
and times to be announced.
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The early settlers in Brunswick were from England and Northern Ireland. The
English were Puritans, and were trained in the Congregational tradition. They settled along the New Meadows River after migrating from Massachusetts. The Scots
were Presbyterians and settled along the head of Maquoit Bay. There was disagreement over much of the business of the church, including the singing of hymns.
First Parish was probably still using the Tate and Brady hymnal during this time.
There are town records reflecting events such as the Stamp Act and Alien and
Sedition laws. September 22, 1768 was the first town meeting about the coming
Revolution. Massachusetts sought to arouse the colonies opposing the Stamp Act
of
1765, and the town voted to act with Massachusetts. During the war the Meeting House was used for military
purposes, such as storing arms and powder.
There were many songs written during the Revolution, and it is not known what might have been sung at
First Parish. The patriotic anthem “Chester” was written by William Billings of Boston. It was the war hymn
of American soldiers and could have been sung here. Although harmonized, the melody was in the tenor,
which was the custom. Another possible hymn at First Parish is “Thanksgiving Hymn.” Published anonymously in 1783, it was intended to give thanks at the end of the Revolution.
On December 16, 1787, the town voted to ratify the
Constitution. People found the hymns in the new hymnal of 1763 much easier and more pleasant to sing.
Soon some began meeting during the week to learn
them, and it was decided that they should lead the congregation in singing during services. It was suggested
to have a “singing gallery” for the singers, but the plan
met with opposition. In a town meeting on May 17,
1767, “It was put to vote, whether or not the town
would give a part of the front Gallery in the West
Meeting House to be set off for the use of singing, and
it was passed in the negative.”
In 1805 our church was represented at a council in
Freeport which had been called to address the use of
instruments in worship. Although the council did not
object to musical instruments in public worship, they
voted not to use them on the Sabbath in “deference to
aggrieved brethren.”
Bowdoin College was founded in 1794 and
began its connection to First Parish. In 1808 the South
Gallery of the new Meeting House “was reserved exclusively for the sole use of Bowdoin College, perpetually.” Attendance was compulsory.
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The Minister of Music Search Committee is continuing to dialog with an experienced and talented small group of finalists. Face-to-face conversations are planned over the next weeks. Each of
the finalists has requested confidentiality on our
part, as their churches do not know they are interviewing for a new position. Therefore the committee will not be forthcoming with personal information about them at this time. We do appreciate your support as this process continues.

The most important thing about giving is not just
what is does for the recipient of our gift, but
what it does for the giver. How much joy do you
feel in your current level of giving? God does
not ask for you to give until it hurts, but to give
until you feel great joy! Giving is at the heart of
living. Remember First Parish Church in your
final plans.
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Prayers for Elaine Mower
Sympathy to family and friends of David Leland who died on December 9, 2016. His service was held
here on December 17, 2017; to family and friends of Dee Dee Moore, who died on January 7, 2017
(service: TBA); sympathy to Leslie Foley, our Minister of Visitation, whose father died on January 21 in
Florida. Her address is: 2 Barre Way, Falmouth, 04105.
Congratulations to Elliot Bowie, who celebrated with friends and family as he received the rank of Eagle
Scout here at First Parish Pilgrim House during an Eagle Court of Honor on November 27th. Elliot is the
son of Dot and Chip Bowie of Topsham.
The Caregivers’ Support Group meets each Monday at 2:00PM in Pilgrim House Parlor. FMI, please call
the church office at 729-7331.
The Grief Support Group meets each Wednesday at 2PM in the parlor. FMI, please call Virginia Derr at
725-4147.
Sermons, our Weekly Email, and the monthly newsletter (Pilgrims’ Progress) can be accessed via our
website: http://www.firstparish.net.

Free Taxi Shuttle continues through February for Sunday worship. Park at the Brunswick Town Hall parking
lot, look for the First Parish Church Taxi sign. The taxi will shuttle you right to the church door. They'll continuously shuttle from 9:35-10:05 and 11:00-11:30 for the return trip. Sponsored by the Deacons.

Compliments of the EarthCare Team, here is contact information
for our federal elected officials in this area.
You can find information on your state senator and representative and your town councilperson on the respective websites. On the federal level, a real letter, sent to the MAINE address, is probably the best efficient alternative. If it is hand written, even better. DO NOT send letters to DC: security will delay them for about
three weeks. Phone calls are a good means of contacting your representatives: You will always get a person if
you call the Maine number, and for Senator King, a staffer answers in DC as well. Susan Collins’ DC number usually gets a voice mail. If you are calling, the staffer will likely write down some of the justification
you provide, but he/she is mostly interested in “support” or “oppose,” so brief is good.
Susan Collins
68 Sewall St, Rm 507
Augusta 04330
207. 622. 8414
202. 224. 2523
Fax: 202.224.2693

Angus King
4 Gabriel Drive, Suite 3
Augusta 04330
207. 622. 8292

Chellie Pingree
2 Portland Fish Pier, Suite 304
Portland 04101
207. 774. 5019

202. 224. 5344

202. 225. 6116

The White House number is usually busy, but here it is: 202. 456. 1111
Paul Ryan: 202. 225. 0600

7

FIRST PARISH CHURCH
9 CLEAVELAND STREET
BRUNSWICK, MAINE 04011

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
BRUNSWICK, ME
PERMIT NO. 19

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We ended 2016 with less revenue than we projected in the 2016 budget. As a
result we are making a smaller contribution to the replacement reserve to fill
the year-end gap. However, it is noteworthy to report that for 2015 we contributed approximately $20,000 more than budgeted. So for the 2-year period
we have put a little more than planned into the replacement reserve.
For 2017 we are estimating a little over $604,000 in pledges. Currently we have a little over $561,000 from
249 people as compared to just over $532,000 from 235 people at the same time last year. Thank you to everyone who has pledged already! If you have not yet pledged or are able to increase your pledge or make a donation it is never too late to do so. Now is an especially good time since we are voting on the budget on Sunday,
February 5th. In recognition of the contributions each of our staff makes to the life of the church, the 2017 expense budget includes a pay increase for all the staff, albeit at a modest 1.5%.
Respectfully submitted,
Carol O’Donnell
Treasurer
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