First Parish Church is open to everyone and welcomes participation
in the full life, leadership, and ministry of the Church.
We are a diverse congregation.
We welcome persons of any race, gender, ethnic origin,
mental or physical ability, religious tradition, sexual orientation,
gender identity or expression, and economic circumstances.
We affirm that the love of Christ for each person knows no bounds.

grating the music with the theme
of the service is deeply appreciated by all of us.

June 18, 2017
A Service of Worship to
Celebrate the Ministry of Ray Cornils.
Reception to follow at Moulton Union on the
Bowdoin Campus.
Ray, thanks for the 30 years of memories!
Our blessings go with you!

We will miss him; but we wish
him and David all the best in retirement.
********************************

Ray will be officially and fully retired as of September 1. He will not be participating in any of our
Sunday or special services after that time. Please
do not ask him to play for services at another location. Thank you for respecting his retirement.

Ray is a consummate professional with the remarkable ability to be developmentally appropriate with
people across the age spectrum. With his graciousness
of person, his spiritual sensitivity, his sly humor, and his
challenging choirs to do their
best, he has enriched our worship and our lives. We are
better people for having
shared life and faith with him.

Our new Minister of Music, Jane Hagness, will
begin her work with us on July 1. We have allowed
the summer to be an overlap transition time. As of
July 1, Ray will be moving to a resource role. He
will be away on vacation for the month of July. In
August, Ray will be helping to answer any questions Jane has, and to provide any support and resources she would find helpful. As was planned
long ago, Ray will be playing for the special anniversary Sunday on August 27. We appreciate both
Ray and Jane’s openness and flexibility in making
plans for this transition.

It has been a privilege and delight not
only to lead worship
with Ray but also to
plan worship with
him over the years.
He is creative and
collaborative
and
brings
expansive
insights to scripture
and the spiritual journey. His commitment to inte-

If you wish, you may make gifts to Ray or in Ray’s
honor in a couple of different ways.
Gift of appreciation to be given to Ray.
Gift to the Cornils Music Endowment Fund at
First Parish. The Church Council has renamed the Music Endowment Fund in honor
of Ray and his parents.
Please be sure to note clearly any gift you put in
the offering basket or send to the church office.

June 4
Pentecost Sunday
Communion
Semi-Annual Meeting after shortened worship
Adult Choir, Chamber Choir, Chapel Ringers
Strengthen the Church Special Offering

Thank you to everyone who participated in last
week’s Children’s Musical!

June 11
60th Anniversary of the United Church of Christ
Deborah Blood, Conference Minister, preaching
“Living Past”: Former ministers invited
Adult and Chamber Choirs
June 18 Service in Celebration of the Ministry
of Ray Cornils
Mary Baard preaching
Adult and Westminster Choirs, Parish Ringers
Reception at Moulton Union (Bowdoin College)
following worship
June 25
Mary Baard preaching
Sophie Blair, organ

300th Anniversary
Celebrations Continue!
Please join us on June 11 to thank our former pastors, recognize clergy in the congregation, and celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the United Church of
Christ.

Annual Meeting of First Parish Church, UCC
Brunswick, Maine June 4, 2017
directly following an abbreviated
worship service.
Report from the Nominating Committee
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We had another full agenda at the Church
Council meeting. As has been our custom since the
Connecting Our Community campaign began, we
invited the campaign co-chairs and the chair of the
Design/Build Committee to bring us up to date on
their progress.
Mercie Normand, co-chair of the campaign,
reported that 74 households had made pledges totaling $970,359 as of May 7. (As of May 19, the
total is more than $1 million!) Twenty-two campaign volunteers attended a training session on
April 29 and plan to visit 120 more households.
There was a very large turn-out at the campaign
kick-off on April 30 and the committee has planned
group gatherings to augment the individual visits to
reach all members.
Mark Patrick, chair of the Design/Build
Committee, and committee member Maggie
McPhersun briefed the Council on the positive response they had at the kick-off event to the taped
outlines of the Pilgrim House additions and the
changes in the sanctuary. Mark also reported on a
recent meeting between members of the committee
with Brunswick fire safety and code officers. The
town officials advised that staff, Sunday School,
and Learning Land could stay in Pilgrim House
during construction if modifications to the two
stairwells were made, including creating an entrance at the lower landing in the stairwell at the
parking lot entrance. We agreed that these changes
would provide benefits to the activities in Pilgrim
House beyond meeting code and directed Mark to
contact the architects to review these projects and
report back to the Council for action.
We also decided to form a small committee
led by Hilda Wiley to evaluate space priorities for
programs at Pilgrim House. Their research and recommendations will help the Council as it decides
the way forward with the campaign projects, once
we know the final total raised.
We voted to approve the use of the Cornerstone Fund, the investment arm for the UCC, as the
lender for construction financing for the capital
campaign projects. We also voted to create a savings account with Cornerstone for the cash collected from the campaign pledges.
On the recommendation of the Finance
Committee, we voted to split the annual endow-

ment fund draw to
twice a year, in June
and December. This
will not change the
withdrawal amount
recommended in our
endowment
policy,
but it will assist with meeting our budget obligations throughout the year.
We voted to approve the 2017 grants totaling $14,000 recommended by the Outreach Committee. We appreciate the work of the committee
members in soliciting applications, interviewing the
organizations that apply, and deciding on a final
list. We are blessed as a congregation to be able to
make these grants.
The Council is grateful for the work of the
Nominating Committee in recommending new
members for the Church Council, Deacons, Finance
Committee, and the delegates to the Maine Conference, UCC, and the Cumberland Association. We
voted to approve the slate of nominees proposed as
of May 9 by the Nominating Committee. We also
identified nominees for the Nominating Committee
itself. As outgoing chair of the Council, I agreed to
be nominated, and, as I write this, we are asking
two other church members to agree to be nominated. The congregation will vote on the slate at the
annual meeting on Sunday, June 4, after an abbreviated church service. I urge you to attend.
In other business, we approved the mission
statement for the Property Committee that was recommended by the Finance Committee. We appreciate the skills, knowledge, and stewardship that the
Property Committee provides on behalf of our facilities. We also discussed the theme for the Ministry Forum on June 10, “Connecting our Community.” The Deacons have requested that we discuss
how to create a more welcoming environment for
new and continuing members and we agreed that it
is timely, especially considering the goals of the
facilities campaign.
As always, when I report all that our faith
community is involved in, I am overwhelmed with
gratitude to all of you who give so generously of
your time, talent, and treasure.
Respectfully submitted,
Margo Knight, Church Council Chair
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T-SHIRTS and MORE
T-SHIRTS
Children age 4 and older may begin the morning
in
church,
attend
the
children’s moment, and then
gather on the playground behind Pilgrim House for crafts
and games. Children age 3
and younger may go to the
nursery in Pilgrim House before worship begins.

Thanks to everyone who has ordered a 300th
Anniversary t-shirt.
If you haven't ordered yet, there will be a final
chance on June 25 in the Vestry after worship.
Plan to wear your t-shirt on August 27 as we parade
to the falls to honor our first public worship
service.

Family Picnic at Thomas Point Beach
The Children and Family Ministry Team invites you to a family picnic! Please bring your lunch and a side dish to share. Grills will be
provided. We hope you'll enjoy the playground and the water, and we
will bring games for all to play. We will gather around 12:00 to eat
and play, and stay until the fun is done. We hope you will join us for
an afternoon of fun and fellowship.

Cancer Society’s Relay for Life
Friday, June 2
This year’s Relay for Life
will take place on Friday,
June 2 from 6pm-10pm.
We will be walking on the
Mall in downtown Brunswick and would love to
have you join us. The first lap is the Survivor
lap. Anyone who is a cancer survivor and
their caregivers( family and friends) may
walk that lap. For the next 4 hours anyone
may walk, whether you are on a team or not.
The First Parish Church Team, A Caring
Spirit, invites you to join them walking
around the Mall. We also invite you to make
a
donation
on
www.relayforlife.org/
brunswickme to the team or an individual.

Inquiring Minds Book Group
The Book Group, always open to interested readers
and talkers, invites members and guests to a Monday, June 19 at 6PM end-of-year potluck supper and
discussion at the home of Becky Halbrook and Sam
Jones. Our book for discussion that evening will be
“The Lobster Coast,” by Colin Woodard. Please call
Becky to let her know you are coming, what you
can bring to share, and to get directions: 207 3892286
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Allison and Terry Pratt with children Joshua and Katelyn
Allison is originally from Addison, Maine. She received her physical therapy
degree from UNE. Terry was born in North Bay, Ontario, Canada, moving to the
US to pursue a master’s degree in physical therapy. They moved to Brunswick
im 2007 with two small children, finding it a perfect community to raise a family. Terry is the clinical director for Greater Brunswick PT. Allison homeschools
their children, Josh and Katelyn and is active in local and state homeschool communities. Terry is involved with Maine All Care, seeking universal healthcare
for all Mainers. Allison is working with a local group to bring awareness to the
topic of immigration and welcoming new people to our town and state. They
both are delighted to join this vibrant congregation and are pleased to become a
part of a church that shows love and compassion for all.
Abby and Josh King with children Reid and Graham
Abby and Josh moved to Brunswick in 2015 from Boston. They
brought with them their three year old son, Graham, and their two rescue dogs. Since arriving in Maine, they have added their son, Reid
(their first native born Mainer in the crew) to their family. Abby is a
former teacher and principal, now education consultant, and enjoys
splitting her time between working from home and hanging out with
their boys. Josh is an account manager with Stone Coast Fund Services
in Portland. They feel blessed to be living a quarter mile from Maquoit
Bay! They are enjoying getting to know the Brunswick community and
are thrilled to expand their Maine family be becoming members of First
Parish.
James and Jessie Crabtree with children Charlie and Sam
James and Jessie moved to Topsham last summer and were delighted to discover First Parish church in September. James is originally from Grand
Ledge, Michigan, and came to Maine in 2007 to take a Naval Architect job
at BIW. Jessie is from Lewiston, and spent eight years working for the adult
education program there before leaving to be a mostly-SAHM/seasonal
chocolatier. She grew up attending High Street UCC in Auburn, which is
where James and Jessie were married in 2009. They have two boys, Sam, 5,
and Charlie, 2, and all love music, road trips, and any chance to be on the
water.

Shanna Stewart Deeds
Shanna is a Laboratory Instructor in Biology and Environmental Science at
Bowdoin College. She lives in Topsham with her husband, Jeremy and almost,
three-year-old son, Ethan. They enjoy hiking, canoeing, gardening, reading and
cooking together. She grew up in Pennsylvania and before coming to Maine,
she lived in Vermont and coordinated efforts to nationally designate the Missisquoi and Trout Rivers as Wild and Scenic. Her career and community service
have been focused around teaching and environmental stewardship.
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The gift of Christ’s Spirit to the Church is the beautiful event we celebrate on Pentecost Sunday, June
4. It's a celebration about creating and maintaining
community, about connecting all peoples to each
other: women, men, gentiles, Jews, straights, gays,
Chinese, Mexicans. The categories continue; the
list goes on. The communities to be connected are
not limited. They are all around us.

The Old Testament lesson for that day is always
taken from Joel 2:28 - "I will pour out my spirit on
all flesh. Your young shall see visions. Your old
shall dream dreams." First Parish Church is at a
Pentecost moment, not only envisioning visions and
dreaming dreams, but earnestly investing energies
and resources to bring those visions and dreams to
fulfillment in the Connecting Our Community Capital Funds Campaign.
Hear these visions from the young:

“I really think I like that people
can really get to places they
couldn't get to before."
Charlie Franz, age six.

"I believe that history is wonderful, but change for the better is
more important. At FPC we
have the courage to change, so
let's do so and make the church
community better."
- Fern Beede, age fourteen.
"The proposed changes to the church are important to me because it will mean it would be more
accessible so that more people can go more places.
That way if someone is asked to go to the pulpit
they can actually get there."
- Evie Hatrick, age ten.

Hear these dreams from the
No Longer Quite So Young.
"It's most important that we keep
our physical plants in the most
inviting and best shape possible."
- Dick Morrell

"My wife and I are enthusiastic
about the proposed changes to
Pilgrim House. The improvements will make the space accessible, inviting, and more functional, a tremendous benefit not
only to our congregation but the
wider community as well."
- Todd Rider.

"I appreciate and treasure the
changes over the last 172 years
that past FPC people chose to
improve our sanctuary and Pilgrim House. I am proud to be
part of a membership who voted to make changes to enhance
our buildings, our worship, our
outreach."
- Ruth Thibodeau
Youth and age have spoken. Those who have made
pledges to the campaign are speaking. As of May
29, total pledged commitments have reached
$1,076,700. Check the thermometer in the Vestry
each Sunday between now and the end of the campaign for the current level of financial commitment. Continue to pray for the good work to continue. Be prepared for an end of the campaign celebration post Labor Day.
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Children of Parishioners: High School
Ana Knight, Mt. Ararat, will attend Lasell College in Newton, MA for hospitality/event management
Elliott Bowie, Mt. Ararat, will attend Fort Lewis College in Colorado
Caleb Braddick, BHS, attending Wheaton College in MA.
Grayson Jones, BHS, attending Montana State
Colleges:
Kate Smith, USM, Nurse Practitioner Program
Eric Bowie, University of Maine Orono, degree in engineering
Caroline Wild, Montana State University College of Agriculture
Alexander John Coulombe, Univ. of Nevada, Las Vegas
Alex Salisbury, Ithaca College
Grandchildren of Parishioners:
John Edward Bear, grandson of Ed and Nancy Langbein, University of Connecticut.
Andrew Joseph Bear, grandson of Ed and Nancy Langbein, Bacon Academy High School.
Claire Elizabeth Orem, granddaughter of Skip and Gerry Orem, graduating from high school.
Jacob Cluff, grandson of Forest and Cheryl Cluff, University of Maine Orono, degree in Animal Science.
Julia Dunleavey, granddaughter of Christina Oddleifson, Colby College in Waterville.
William Wilder Nash, grandson of Christina Oddleifson, University of Maine Orono.
Caroline Lindholm, granddaughter of Marge Kerr, Trinity College.
Chandler Robertson, grandson of Marge Kerr, Ithaca College.
Logan Robertson, granddaughter of Marge Kerr, Westfield NJ High School, attending Univ. of Colorado,
Boulder.
Christine Kenison, granddaughter of Homer and Prisca Kenison, dual Phd, Univ. of North Carolina and
Duke Univ. in European Languages/Literature.
Maya Tappan Brown, granddaughter, of Dick Tappan, Smith College.
Hannah Smith-Erb, granddaughter of Charles and Rebecca Erb, Greely HS, Cumberland, attending Colby
College.
Grace Alana Elowe, granddaughter of Carol Elowe, Boston University

From an article written by Christine BurnsRudalevige, a member of FPC
Have you switched to using cloth napkins?
Do they get a bit greasy and smelly? Here is
Christine’s remedy:
Boil your napkins in a pot with water and
one cup white vinegar before throwing them
in for a regular wash cycle. To keep them
fresh, tuck a 4 ounce jar of baking soda covered with cheesecloth in the back of the napkin drawer.
Thank you, Christine! Her new book is
“Green Plate Special,” published by
Islandport Press. (2017)

Planned Giving Moment
It would appear that God and the IRS
agree on one thing: we can’t take it
with us. Therefore, it behooves us to
leave it behind where it can do the most good. If a local
church and its ministries have served the spiritual needs
of its members, then members should include their church
as beneficiaries of their estates.
This is as natural to their way of thinking as remembering
their spouses and children as beneficiaries. Their estate
plans reflect who they are and have become during their
lifetimes – loving spouses, concerned parents and grandparents, and faithful stewards who care for others, especially those served by the ministries of their church.
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Early in 1968 the children’s choirs were suffering from a lack of interest and attendance. There was a notice in an early bulletin that parental support was needed if they were to succeed. On January 21st the children’s choirs were suspended for the time being, but by September the Junior Choir was once again rehearsing. Fortunately for the congregation, on December 22, 1968 the children of the church, along with the Junior
Choir, presented a Christmas Pageant.
In April 1969, extensive repairs were started on the organ, with a new
console being built. It was cleaned and restored in October, and the music
loft was enlarged. A rededication concert was held on December 7, 1969.

The dedication of the Junior and Junior High Choirs was held during the
November 7,1971, service, with both choirs singing. A hymn sing was held
that night, but there is no mention in subsequent bulletins of whether or not
it was continued.
In 1993 the first Strawberry Festival was held. This was a fund raiser
for the music programs, and has been a very successful annual event that
continues today.
The first Ecumenical Lessons and Carols was held in December of
1993.
Some of you will remember this next bit of our history. Our current
hymnal, The New Century Hymnal, (NCH), was adopted in 1995. One of the concerns of using a new hymnal
was keeping hymns pertinent for young people. This was the same thinking that influenced changes in hymn
singing from the early lining out of hymns to the four-part harmony we use today. A Hymnal Committee was
organized in March 1995, and in April, selections from The New Century Hymnal were used during worship
services. Two separate hymn sings were held after worship that month to introduce the NCH. However, there
was much controversy. The New Century Hymnal included many new hymns which dealt with more contemporary issues and spoke to many people. This was generally met with approval, but the elimination of many of
the old hymns was not. Some members of the congregation were very upset. They not only missed the old
hymns, but strongly objected to the changes of the wording. Others felt those changes dishonored the composers and diminished the original meaning of the text.
Some examples of these changes include:
In “Bread of the World”…the word “Thy” was changed to “You.”
“O God Our Help” in The New Century Hymnal was originally written as “Our God Our Help.”
Many of us have sung “O Beautiful For Spacious Skies” as written in the Pilgrim Hymnal. This was changed
in The New Century Hymnal to “How Beautiful, Our Spacious Skies.”
Lastly, the “Amen” was eliminated at the end of each hymn in The New Century Hymnal.
The new hymnals were dedicated on October 8, 1995. By 1997 there were concerns expressed that many
of the changes in The New Century Hymnal “go further than make sense.” It was then voted to restore the Pilgrim Hymnal to the pews, and new racks were built to accommodate both hymnals.

continued on next page
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continued from previous page

We have seen that earlier bulletins had a recurring theme of choir attendance neglect, with a plea for
singers to please be committed to the choir. Note
that for the last twenty to thirty years there has
not been a need for those requests. By 1999 there
were 70 singers in the Senior Choir!
Now we have come to the 21st century and the
celebration of 300 years of First Parish Church.
Let’s hope in the years and centuries to come the
stories of those who succeed us will be as fascinating as the history of our ancestors has been.
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The Music Committee is pleased to announce the 32nd Annual Summer Organ
Concert Series. Featuring performers from Maine, Tennessee, Belgium and
England, these noontime programs are always a beautiful respite for a summer
afternoon. We hope you will come and enjoy the music. (Tuesdays at 12:10 PM)
July 18
Keith Reas
Chattanooga, Tennessee
July 25
Mike Logtenbert
Luxembourg
August 1
Harold Stover
Hollis, Maine
August 8
Ray Cornils
Brunswick, Maine
August 15
Alan Saggerson
London, England
The Music Committee welcomes your sponsorship of these concerts.
Checks can be sent to the church office with a notation of “Summer Organ Concerts.” Thank you!

Ray Cornils’ Summer Concert Schedule
June 10
August 8
August 16
August 18
August 22
August 26
August 27

2 pm
12:10 pm
12:15 pm
12:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
4:30 pm

Round Lake Auditorium, Round Lake NY
First Parish Church, Brunswick ME
Sts. Peter and Paul Bascilica, Lewiston ME
St. Saviour Episcopal Church, Bar Harbor ME
Merrill Auditorium, Portland ME with Kotzschmar Brass
White Mountain Bach Festival, 1st Congregational Church, North Conway
White Mountain Bach Festival, 1st Congregational Church, North Conway

April was a bit challenging on the income side of the ledger but, fortunately, better
than expected on the expense side. Pledges and Offerings were about $2,400 less that
we expected in April, about $1,000 less year-to-date. Year-to-date pledges and offerings are about $6,000 less than this time in 2016.
We also collected $3,157 for Oasis through our Easter Special Offering.
Overall we are in good shape at this point. Summer months tend to be a bit more challenging with people being away. We greatly appreciate continued contributions throughout the summer months.
Last Sunday I was asked if the Birthday Club is still alive. Although we have not been advertising it, we still
welcome and appreciate any donations celebrating birthdays. For those who may not be familiar with this
“club”, birthday club contributions amount to $1 for each year you are celebrating or whatever amount is comfortable for you. Simply note birthday club and your birthday month on a check made payable to First Parish
Church. All contributions are welcome, even if your birthday month has passed.
Thank you all for your continued support.
Enjoy the beautiful summer months!
Respectfully submitted, Carol O’Donnell, Treasurer
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Prayers for: Janet Callowhill
Sympathy to family and friends of Larry Clampitt, who died on April
3, 2017. His service was held here on May 13, 2017.
 Congratulations to Abby and Josh King on the baptism of their son,
Reid Francis on May 14, 2017 here at First Parish.
 Congratulation to Brandon and Marie Kenney (Winterport) on the
birth of Jackson Richard Kenney, April 5, 2017. Grandparents are
David and April Kenney. Great Grandparents are Nancy and Dan Kenney.
 Nancy and Dan Kenney recently celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. They were married in First
Parish Church on May 6, 1967.



The Caregivers’ Support Group meets each Monday at 2:00 pm in Pilgrim House Parlor. FMI, please
call Judy Bauman at 729-1219.
 The Grief Support Group meets on Wednesdays at 2 pm in the Parlor. FMI, please call Virginia Derr at
725-4147.
 This is a reminder that sermons, our Weekly Email, and the monthly newsletter (Pilgrims’ Progress) can
be accessed via our website: http://www.firstparish.net.

Adult Choir Tour
The Adult Choir will leave Brunswick on June 23, returning on July 2, traveling to the Maritimes in
Canada. The trip includes stops at Saint John, New Brunswick, Charlottestown, Prince Edward Island,
Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, Halifax, N.S., and Yarmouth, N.S. They will perform in numerous
venues, including the Glen View Congregational Church, Glen View, Silver Fall, and Park Avenue
congregations, and collaborative concerts with “Fiddler’s Sons” and “Nova Voce.”
We wish them well!

Would you like to join us for an outdoor church experience? Meet us
on the front lawn of the church after worship each Sunday. At 11:15
we will walk down Bath Road to the Bowdoin Pines, spend 30 - 45
minutes walking slowly and silently on the network of trails, mindfully noticing all that our five senses observe.
A series of three resource leaders is scheduled for the fourth Sundays
of May, June, and July.
•
•
•

May 28th, Julia Teitel will teach and lead us in the practice of
Buddhist walking meditation.
June 25th, Mary Baard will help us learn Celtic spirituality practices to use on our silent walk in the woods.
July 23rd, Jody Bretton will share her abundant knowledge of
Native American Spirituality.

All are welcome to join us each Sunday.
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Office is located at 9 Cleaveland Street, Brunswick Maine 04011
Church Office Phone Number: 207 729-7331
Church Office Fax Number:
207 729-4512
Website: www.firstparish.net
Summer Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM t0 3:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
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