
   

First Parish Church is open to everyone and welcomes participation  
in the full life, leadership, and ministry of the Church.  

We are a diverse congregation.  
We welcome persons of any race, gender, ethnic origin,  

mental or physical ability, religious tradition, sexual orientation,  
gender identity or expression, and economic circumstances.  

We affirm that the love of Christ for each person knows no bounds. 

Never before in all my years as a pastor have so many people been speaking to me about politics.  People 

come to my office to discuss a personal matter or a church matter and end up including their concerns about 

national and international politics in the conversation. People express their fears about changes in national pol-

icy around health care, race, gender, immigration, environment etc. – policies that affect them personally.   

 

However, this is not the first time that policies have shifted when a different political party took office.  What 

is significantly different this time is the implication that “facts” are up for debate.  With the administration 

suggesting that there are “alternative facts” and something is “true” simply because the president “believes 

what he believes,” we are encountering an alternative universe that has power through its animosity toward the 

“Other.”  This is not simply a political challenge.  This is a moral, ethical, and spiritual challenge. 

 

One of the areas of concern and conversation is about jobs.  This matter is often discussed in the globalization 

versus nationalism frame of reference.  However, it appears the future will really be more a question of robots 

versus humans (around the world).  What will the world be like as more and more people are not needed for 

any kind of work?  How will non-workers find meaning in their lives throughout their lives?  Or will we de-

cide to have humans make things even though robots could do it faster and cheaper? 

 

Jesus called us to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.  One of the signs of spiritual wisdom is the 

ability to recognize the humanity in the Other and to work for the common good – to have compassion. 

This is a time when we the people need to seek the truth and speak the truth for it is the truth that will set us 

free.   

 

Mary 
 

PERSONNEL TRANSITIONS 

 

As you know, Ray Cornils will be retiring this year.  We 

wish him all the best.  Our party for Ray will be on June 18.  

His last Sunday with us will be on Anniversary Sunday, 

August 27. 

 

At the end of 2017, Jane Connors will also be retiring from her position as Office Administrator.  We are 

grateful for her many years of service and for all the ways she keeps the staff and the congregation connected.  

Jane has been a member of the congregation since childhood and will continue to be a part of our community.  

We will just have to learn to stop asking her about everything.   
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March 1 Ash Wednesday 

Evening Prayers with Imposition of Ashes - 

6:30pm in the Sanctuary   

A candle-lit service of sung and said prayers with ash 

to mark us as grounded both in the earth and dust of 

creation and in the healing Spirit. We remember that 

we are dust, but also, we are children of God. 

 

March 5 First Sunday of Lent 

Mary Baard preaching: Matthew 25:31-40 

Elizabeth Davidson joins us as Harriet Beecher Stowe 

(see article) 

Adult and Chamber Choirs 

New Member Gathering after worship 
 

March 12 Second Sunday of Lent 

Change Clocks: spring ahead one hour before going to 

bed Saturday night! 

Mary Baard preaching: John 3 

Adult, Chamber and Westminster Choirs 

History Hymn 

Spirit Matters: Creation (after worship) 

 

March 19 Third Sunday of Lent 

Mary Baard preaching: John 4 

Adult and Chamber Choirs; Junior and Cherub Choirs; 

Parish Ringers 

 

March 26 Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Geoff Parker preaching: John 9 

Adult Choir; Chapel Ringers 

New Member Sunday 

Minister of Music Search  

Committee Update 
During the past few weeks, a “travel team” of three Search 

Committee members traveled to the locations of our top two 

finalists.  Conversations were held with each finalist, and those 

representing the committee attended a worship service musi-

cally led by each of the finalists.  Negotiations are now under-

way as we propose an offer to our number one choice of Minis-

ter of Music. 
 

Until all is in place and the home church of our choice has re-

ceived a resignation notice, we must continue to keep confi-

dentiality.  Thank you for your support and patience!! 

Sunday, February 19 was our special 300th anni-

versary event celebrating our 200-year connec-

tion to Bowdoin College. John Cross, Secretary 

of Development and College Relations, present-

ed the sermon, and the Rev. Robert Ives, Direc-

tor of Religious and Spiritual Life offered the 

prayer. (Copies of the sermon are available 

online at our website or in the church office.)  A 

Bowdoin College clarinet quintet (Dhivya San-

garam, Emily Weyrauch, Thomas Freeman, Dan-

ielle Horne, and Benjamin Bousquet), baritone, 

Hanzhao Li, along with Sophie Blair, our organ-

ist, lead the music for the morning service. 

 

Our 300th Anniversary continues. Don’t miss 

out on the upcoming events! 

Church School Fun 
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Winter has finally arrived, at least if you measure it by snowfall. The Church 

Council met on Valentine’s Day in the lull between two storms and tackled a wide-

ranging agenda.  

 

We discussed ways that our congregation can recognize Ray Cornils upon his 

retirement in August. Based on input from the Music Committee, we have chosen 

two options for you to pay tribute to him if you so choose: a contribution to a cash 

gift to be presented at Ray’s reception in June or a contribution to the Music Endow-

ment Fund. If you prefer, you can split your contribution between the two options. 
 

We approved the policy on use of facilities by outside groups or persons. This 

was the culmination of more than a year’s work in response to our decision to end 

our relationship with a professionally led support group that was leasing space from 

the church for their meetings. We appointed a task force to identify issues to address about facilities use. We 

thank Susan Nourse, Shawn Gerwig, Carol O’Donnell, Geno Ring, John Pearson and Ken Thorson for their 

thoroughness. Ken then took those ideas and created a comprehensive draft of the policy. We especially ap-

preciate his commitment because he had just ended his term on the Church Council.  Finally, we are grateful 

to Church Council members Erv Snyder and Betsy Eaton and to Carol O’Donnell, who volunteered to finish 

the work on the policy. This policy addresses the safety of our members and community while still offering 

our facilities as a resource for nonprofit organizations and groups.  

 

Mike Franz reported on plans for an All-Church Conference in 2017-2018 with the purpose of updating 

the strategic plan. He, Ruth Thibodeau, and Mary Baard had an initial conversation with Larry Peers of Con-

tinuing Consultants. Larry was the facilitator of the previous event in November 2011 and Mike served on the 

committee for the conference. The Council approved the continued planning and budget of $10,000-$15,000 

for an all-church conference to update the strategic plan in March 2018.  

 

While reviewing the proposed budget a few months ago, the Council decided to designate the Christmas 

Eve services’ offerings for the church instead of dividing it between the Christmas Fund Offering (a UCC 5 

for 5 offering, supporting financial relief for retired ministers and church workers) and Tedford Housing. We 

asked the Outreach Committee to recommend how to incorporate special offerings for those two purposes on 

other Sundays during 2017. The Committee recommended to move the Christmas Fund Offering earlier in 

December and the Tedford Housing offering to January 2018, and the Church Council agreed. The Outreach 

Committee will inform Tedford Housing of the change so that they can make accommodations in their budg-

eting process, if necessary.  

 

At the recommendation of Treasurer Carol O’Donnell, Finance Chair Kevin Hart, and Business Adminis-

trator Steve Williams, the Council voted to change the Church’s bank from People’s United to Northeast 

Bank. Based on the three proposals from local banks that Carol and Steve requested, a relationship with 

Northeast Bank offers more advantages. We thank them for their work. 

 

Finally, I gave an update on the capital campaign organization, proposed schedule, and first committee 

meetings (Visiting Teams and Communications/Publicity). The tentative kick-off date of the public phase is 

April 30, 2017, combined with the Common Good Day planned as part of the 300th Anniversary celebration. 

(Save the date!) See the campaign news from co-chairs Mercie Normand and Hector Casas elsewhere in this 

newsletter. The Council requested that the chair of the Design/Build committee communicate any changes in 

the designs, plans, and schedule to the Council Chair and to Mary Baard, in addition to the campaign co-

chairs and Communication/Publicity Committee. 

 

 It’s times like these that the commitment of our congregation is front and center. On behalf of the 

Church Council, I thank you for the support of your time, talent and treasure. 

 

Margo Knight, Church Council Chair 
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“God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar.... 

      We, your people, ours the journey, now and ever, now and ever, now and ever more.” 

  

With those stirring words of commitment, sung lustfully by a full house, we ended our worship on January 

29.  Within little more than an hour, by an overwhelmingly positive vote, we committed ourselves to follow 

through in deed what we had just professed in song. A lot has happened since that historic morning in First 

Parish Church history. 

  

Eager folks have been recruited to serve on the various necessary committees overseen 

by a Steering Committee of Ed Bradley, Kevin Hart, Margo Knight, and John Pearson. 

  

In alphabetical order, not in order of prominence, we have a Communications/

Publicity Committee of Chuck Erb, David Gillis, Paige Mangum, Rev. Geoff Par-

ker, and Mike Salisbury; the Design/Build Committee of Mark Patrick, chair, Gerry 

Brookes, Maggie McPhersun, Steve Normand, Bill Stoy, and Mark Wild.  These folks 

are the “heavy lifters” on the team.  Our Events Committee is the indomitable Ruth 

Thibodeau; and the Campaign Treasurer, Liz Boyce.  Last, but proverbial not the least, 

Jack and Judy Bauman plus Chuck Erb currently comprise our Visitors Team Com-

mittee. 

  

Would it not be satisfying to see your name in print in next month’s newsletter?  We’re currently seeking 

more participants for the Events Committee and could use a few good folks who thrive in writing thank you 

notes for pledges made and gifts remitted.  If you feel inclined to serve elsewhere as well, please contact   

Hector Casas or Mercie Normand, co-chairs of the CAPITAL FUNDS CAMPAIGN. 

  

    To set forth the projected time line for THE CAPITAL FUNDS CAMPAIGN: 

 March and April  - Solicitation of Advance Gifts 

 Late April -  A Special Kick-Off Event to launch the “All Congregation Campaign,” which         

continues through May and June 

 End of June -  A Special Celebratory Event to close the Campaign  

  

Remember our intentions: to install a ramp and elevator addition at the parking lot entrance to Pilgrim House, 

to give PH necessary energy uplifts, to create a sanctuary side ramp and entry space at the Cleaveland St. 

chapel/office entrance of PH, to reconfigure the chancel portion of the sanctuary in order to make services of 

worship and special programming more accessible and flexible in their scope as well as to offer sanctuary AV 

upgrades.  

  

All these endeavors are in direct response to our mutually affirmed strategic goals: greater accessibility; en-

hancement of worship; connecting us, our resources, and our physical plants to each other and the wid-

er community; strengthening intergenerational relationships.  
  

        Three Hundred Years.   On the Journey Still.   Two and a Half Million Dollars.   

“We, your people, ours the journey, now and ever more!” 
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"Harriet" is Coming to Visit!   

 300 Years On the Way 
 

 2017 T-Shirts!   
 

What's a celebration without t-shirts?  We have a lot to celebrate this 

year, and we want everyone to have a t-shirt and to wear them often!  And 

on our special Anniversary Sunday, August 27, we will ask everyone to 

wear them as we march through town to the site of our first worship ser-

vice in 1717 at the falls by the Androscoggin River. 
 

A color has been selected and an attractive design has been created.  All 

we need is for you and your family to place your order.  We will have var-

ious sizes in the Vestry after church on Mar 5, 12, and 19 (including women's sizes) 

to help in deciding.  These are good quality shirts which we intend to stand the test 

of time.  First Parish is paying part of the 

cost.  Your cost is only $5 for each shirt, or $20 

per family. 
 

We will also have sample shirts and order infor-

mation at choir practices, committee meetings, 

and after Sunday School.   For more information, 

contact the Church office, or Susan Zimmerman 

(susan.c.zimmermann@hotmail.com). 

 

Please plan to stop by The Stowe House, 

63 Federal Street, on Saturday, March 4 from 2-5 

PM.  You will be greeted by Harriet Beecher Stowe, in 

the person of Elizabeth Davidson, well known Harriet imper-

sonator.  This event will be held in the wonderfully restored 

"Writing Room,” and is a featured event in our 300th anniver-

sary celebration.   

 

In addition, we will be displaying our first 

editions of her world-renowned  Uncle Tom's 

Cabin, or Life Among The Low-

ly.  Refreshments will be served, and the event is free and open to the public.  Hope to 

see you there. 

 

“Harriet” will also be our guest in worship on Sunday, March 5, where she will share 

some of her stories with us! You will be able to greet her after worship at a reception in 

the Vestry. Don’t miss it!  

mailto:susan.c.zimmermann@hotmail.com
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If you have an older water heater and can’t 

replace it now, you could add a layer of in-

sulation to reduce energy loss. (Newer water 

heaters have plenty of insulation built in.) In 

addition, setting the water temperature 

somewhat lower will save money and ener-

gy and can reduce the risk of scalding as 

well as avoid mineral buildup and corrosion 

in your heater and pipes. An ideal tempera-

ture is 120 degrees Fahrenheit: that’s the 

temperature threshold needed to prevent the 

growth of bacteria in your hot-water system. 

  

(from “Cooler Smarter: Prac-

tical Steps for Low-Carbon 

Living)

 

Save the date! 

 

You won’t want to miss the Thank You we have 

planned for Adams Society members after church 

Sunday, April 23.  It’s a trip down memory lane 

with Ray Cornils, recapping his thirty-plus years 

at First Parish Church.  Music and inside stories 

will send you home with a smile on your face. 

 

*************** 

 

A Limerick for You! 

You will meet the Saint Pete at his Gate. 

To be wise for the church is your fate. 

Leave a gift, you should vow; 

Make a plan, do it now. 

When you get to the gate it’s too late! 

Pilgrim Lodge has weeks for women, men, young 

adults, teens, children, families, grandparent/

child with many different themes. Check out: 

www.pilgrimlodge.org 

207   724-3200 

Registration is now open 

Brochures available in the church office or on-

line. Don’t hesitate! Sign up for the weeks you 

want soon! 

Scholarships are available both from Pilgrim 

Lodge and from First Parish Church. 

Please call or email Becky Wilkoff 

FMI: 729-7331 

bwilkoff@firstparish.net  

January was an especially good month. Total in-

come was almost $6,000 more than expected and 

expenses were about $4,700 less than budgeted.  

All and all we are off to a good start. 

 

Thank you to all who have contributed to support 

the programs and staff of First Parish Church. 

 

Enjoy the beautiful snow and hope for a break from 

big storms! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol O’Donnell 

Treasurer 

mailto:www.pilgrimlodge.org?subject=www.pilgrimlodge.org
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continued on next page 

    By the nineteenth century church hymns were 

composed as we know them today, with four-part 

harmony. Sopranos now sang the 

tune, not the tenors, as was the cus-

tom in earlier times. At First Parish 

we are privileged to have early music 

books in our archives that date back 

to 1831. The earliest is Church 

Psalmody, and contains text only. At 

a May 14,1831 meeting the Parish 

voted to purchase one dozen copies of church mu-

sic, provided the cost not exceed $11. In 1835 the 

subject of using an organ in worship was being dis-

cussed. There was still prejudice against all musical 

instruments in public worship. Even using a pitch 

pipe for the “singing gallery” met with some oppo-

sition. However, the first organ was installed at First 

Parish in 1835, and insured for $800. We can pre-

sume that the money raised for this purchase was by 

subscription, since the church had no funds. In 1838 

the Parish assumed the remaining debt. At the same 

time, an appropriation of $50 was made for music 

for the next year. In 1840 there was a very heated 

discussion at the May 16th meeting. Some were still 

vehemently opposed to the organ, with one member 

saying it was unacceptable to God, and that it even 

had an “immoral tendency.” He found it very offen-

sive that since it had to be pumped before the sing-

ing began, it made a noise that kept one’s mind from 

other things. Others declared that a third of the Par-

ish would leave if the music were neglected. By the 

end of the meeting it was voted to appropriate $50 

for playing the organ and that thanks should be giv-

en to the choir for their services. (The full discus-

sion and credits for this portion of the May 16, 1840 

meeting can be found on pages 164-165 of History 

of First Parish Church, by Thomas Ashby, D.D.). In 

1843 six copies of a smaller hymnal, Village 

Hymns, were purchased for use at prayer meetings. 

 

   As we know, some of the people who have fig-

ured prominently in the history of First Parish were 

Joshua and Fanny Chamberlain, and 

Harriet Beecher Stowe. Fanny was Dr. 

George Adams’ adopted daughter. She 

studied in New York at the school for 

music teachers which was founded by 

Lowell Mason and George Frederick 

Root, brother of Helen Root, Dr. Ad-

ams’ second wife. Fanny played the 

organ at First Parish. Joshua and Fanny met in 1849, 

but were not married until 1855. Both Chamberlains 

enjoyed music outside of church as well as during 

worship. They sang mixed quartet music with 

Fanny’s father, Dr. Adams, and his second wife. 

Some of their favorite hymns, found in the New 

Century Hymnal, include “Sun Of My 

Soul” (Fanny’s favorite), “Nearer My God To 

Thee,” and “Abide With Me.” The word “Thee” in  

“Nearer My God To Thee” has been changed in the 

New Century Hymnal to “You.”  Some other favorite 

music of the Chamberlains included “I Know That 

My Redeemer Liveth” from “The Messiah” by Han-

del, “If With All Your Heart” from “Elijah” by Men-

delssohn, and “Largo” from “Xerxes” by Handel. 

We find many hymns in both the Pilgrim Hymnal 

and the New Century Hymnal which were written 

by Lowell Mason. In 1856 George Frederick Root, 

together with Joseph E. Sweetser, wrote A Collec-

tion Of Church Music-The Most Popular And Useful 

Tunes In Common Use Together With New And 

Original Psalms And Hymn Tunes. This collection is 

found in our archives. Mr. Root also wrote many 

Civil War patriotic songs which are not found in our 

hymnals. Abolitionist songs were sung during this 

time, but we don’t know if they were sung in 

church. One is the lively “Get Off The Track” by the 

Hutchinson family. William Lloyd Garrison’s “The 

Abolitionists Song” was sung to the tune of “Auld 

Lang Syne.” 
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   The American Puritans did not observe 

Christmas or Easter, and it was not until 1859 

that First Parish Church celebrated them. De-

cember 25th fell on the Sabbath that year, and 

hymns were sung at the evening service. The 

names of the hymns were listed, but were not 

traditional Christmas carols as we know them. 

The following year, however, there was a cele-

bration at the Vestry on School Street, with the 

singing of  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” 

“All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name,” found 

in the Pilgrim Hymnal and New Century, and 

“Calm On The Listening Ear,” found in the 

Pilgrim Hymnal, but not the New Century. In 1859 George Frederick Root wrote “There’s A Song In The Air.”  

We can imagine that it was sung here. This carol is found in the Pilgrim Hymnal, but not the New Century. 
 

    In addition to her many books, Harriet Beecher Stowe also wrote hymns. At least one was written with 

George Frederick Root, and one with her brother Charles. In 1855 she wrote “Still, Still With Thee” at her 

brother’s request. This is found in the Pilgrim Hymnal, but not the New Century.  
 

   Julia Ward Howe’s “Battle Hymn Of The Republic,” written in 1862, is found in both the Pilgrim Hym-

nal and the New Century. The word “Mine”  (as in “Mine eyes have seen the glory…..” ) has been changed in 

the New Century Hymnal to “My.” 
 

   Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was a Unitarian, and only attended First Parish reluctantly as an under-

graduate student at Bowdoin. In 1863 he wrote the poem I Heard The Bells On Christmas Day, in response to 

the despair he felt at the death of his wife, his son’s wounds during the Civil War, and the war itself. This   

poem has been set to at least two different tunes, one of which is found in our Pilgrim Hymnal. 

Want to tour the Maritimes with your Senior Choir? 
 

There are still a few seats available on the bus leaving Brunswick for 

the Senior Choir tour of the Maritime Provinces, June 23-July 2. Cost: 

$2300-2600 person, depending on final numbers. You don’t need to be 

a singer to go! 

 

You are invited to join 40 singers as we tour St. John, 

New Brunswick; Prince Edward Island, Cape Breton 

and Halifax, Nova Scotia. We will explore communi-

ties, witness a Royal Tattoo on Canada Day in Halifax, 

sing in formal church services, as well as join local 

singing groups in community halls, and visit Saint 

Ann’s Gaelic College in Baddeck, Nova Scotia for singing and dancing. 
 

Non-singers in the past have enjoyed the choir tours of the British Isles, 

Ecuador, and Portugal. This will be the last under Ray Cornils’ leader-

ship. Consider joining us for the fun! 

 

Contact John Hutchins at Hutchins.John@comcast.com or call 729-

3438 for more detailed information and an application. 

We are offering dinner for fami-

lies with Junior and Cherub Choir 

members on Thursdays during 

Lent. (March 9,16,23,30, April 6) 

We will have a casserole, salad 

and dessert available at 6 PM in 

Fellowship Hall. Please join oth-

er choir families before or after    

rehearsals. 

 

continued from previous page 

mailto:Hutchins.John@comcast.com
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HAIKU AS SPIRITUAL PRACTICE 
 

On Sunday, March 19, Jason Gould will lead a workshop on writing haiku as 

spiritual practice from 11:15 – 12:30 in the Pilgrim House Chapel.  

 

Haiku is a Japanese form of poetry, usually comprised of just 3 lines and 17     

syllables, with an emphasis on simplicity, intensity, and directness of expres-

sion. Jason's interest in this art form evolved as an outgrowth of his study of mar-

tial arts and Eastern philosophy. He has written a haiku every day for nearly three 

years as a personal mindfulness practice, observing nature, impermanence,      

current events, and life's humorous moments. 

 

This is an opportunity to learn more about the history of haiku and some of its 

most famous poets, and a chance to practice writing poems following hakiu's   

traditional format. During the session, Jason will discuss his own experiences of 

“haiku moments,” share some of his writing, and will offer guidance to those in-

terested. 

 

 

A five week class beginning March 5th.  Sunday mornings from 8:50-9:40 in the Chapel or Thursday 

Evening from 5:30-6 (during Cherub Choir) in the Morrell Room 
 

Join Geoff Parker in a discussion class on how we participate in Christ’s “life abundant” 

through giving and receiving. In a time where the needs of the world, of individuals, and 

of the services and organizations that help support them are so great, how do we nurture 

gratitude for the gifts we’ve received in our lives? How do we experience giving and 

generosity as a spiritual practice? Is there a difference between charity and generosity? 

How do we help create and nurture abundant life from the skills, passions, money, and 

possessions with which we have been in entrusted? 

 

We’ll engage with Christian thinkers and traditions related to generosity and charitable 

giving, but also with each other as class participants and church members. Topics       

include: 

 

 March 5 or 9 - Introduction: What do we mean by “abundant life” and how can we share in it? 

 March 12 or 16 - Money and Giving in the Hebrew and New Testament Scriptures 

 March 19 or 23 - Christian Practices, Family Practices: Unpacking Histories of Money and Giving 

 March 26 or 30 - Creating a Personal Mission Statement for Giving 

 April 2 or 6 - Giving (and Receiving) as a Ministry 

 

 We’ll discern our personal values and mission for giving and consider how to live those values out, 

and how to pass them on to those who follow in our footsteps. Come and join in the discussion! 
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Lent is an ideal season to draw closer to your center 

where there is more room for the spirit to move. On the 

journey to the center, we are able to slow our busy 

minds and attend to God’s stirring in our lives. The 

journey back offers insight and self-discovery for new 

life.  

Our 30’ canvas labyrinth is available for walking in 

Fellowship Hall in Pilgrim House.  

“Now is the time: Healthcare for Everybody” Film:  

March 26 after worship  
This powerful movie features gripping archival video from Senate Afford-

able Care Act hearings and Vermont single-payer efforts. Healthcare econom-

ics are explained well with helpful graphics, and the filmmakers first person 

healthcare disaster stories ground the film in 2016 realities. 

One recent viewer said, “It underscored the disgraceful behaviors which 

surround the enactment of the ACA, a law that leaves many uninsured. The 

movie demonstrates the moral bankruptcy at the law’s core, inasmuch as it 

was shaped by the health insurance industry that continues to avoid paying for 

needed care.” 

Please join us for this important film directly after worship on Sunday, 

March 26, and add your voice to the discussions around our health care in this 

country. 

This program is sponsored by the Adult Education Team. 

 

Our next Quiet Day will be Saturday, 

March 11th, at Nancy and Jack Col-

lins' home in Brunswick.  We hope 

you can join us.  Feel free to bring a 

friend if you would like.  

  

As usual, we will start gathering      

between 9:00 and 9:30 and will begin 

our meditation at 9:30. The day will 

include silent time, a simple soup 

lunch, and some optional sharing time. 

We will end by 1:30. The Collins' 

house is located at 8 Columbia Avenue 

in Brunswick. It is the yellow house at 

the corner of Columbia and Oak-

land.  You will want to park on Oak-

land Street.   

  

To RSVP contact Nancy at             

nancy.collins.phd@gmail.com or 373-

0336.  If you would like to help out by 

bringing cheese and crackers, fruit, 

bread, or cookies, please let me know. 

Inquiring Minds 

Book Group 
 

Monday, March 20 at 7:00 PM, please 

join us for the next Inquiring Minds 

Book Group gathering in the parlor. 

This month we will read and discuss 

“The Book of Joy -  Lasting Happiness 

in a Changing World,” written by the 

14th Dali Lama, Douglas Abrams and 

Desmund Tutu. 
 

We guarantee good discussion and 

good refreshments. 

mailto:nancy.collins.phd@gmail.com
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 Prayers for: Tom Tuttle 

 The Caregivers’ Support Group meets each Monday at 2:00 PM in Pilgrim House Parlor. FMI, please call 

the church office at 729-7331. 

 The Grief Support Group meets on Wednesdays at 2 PM in the Parlor. FMI, please call the church office at 

729-7331. 

 Sermons, our Weekly Email, and the monthly newsletter can be accessed via our website:  

 http://www.firstparish.net. 
 

 
 

  

On March 26, we will collect our annual One Great Hour of Sharing      

offering. One Great Hour of Sharing is the special mission offering of the 

United Church of Christ that carries God’s message of love and hope to 

people in crisis. The UCC works with international partners to provide 

sources of clean water, food, education and health care, small business mi-

cro-credit, advocacy and resettlement for refugees and displaced persons, 

and emergency relief and rehabilitation.   

 

OGHS also supports domestic and international ministries for disaster pre-

paredness and response.  When a disaster strikes or people are displaced or 

made refugees by violence or extreme poverty, you are part of the immedi-

ate response and of the long-term recovery. On average, of every dollar 

given to One Great Hour of Sharing, 95 cents is used directly for mission 

programming. 

 

You can see videos, read more about refugee assistance and find out about 

how you can be directly involved in mission at the One Great Hour of Sharing website:  

http://www.ucc.org/oghs. 

 

Your support of this vital work will make a difference! Contributions will be received Sunday 

March 26 and throughout the month of March. Please specify OGHS on your check. 

 

Learn About First Parish Church 
Would you like to learn more about First Parish? Are you perhaps 

thinking of joining? You are welcome to join others in a gathering after 

worship on Sunday, March 5, in the choir room of the Vestry.  

 

If you decide you would like to join First Parish, we will receive new 

members on Sunday, March 26th, during worship. 

 

If you are unable to attend the gathering on March 5, but are interested 

in joining, please call Mary or Geoff to set up a time to meet.  

http://www.ucc.org/oghs
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Mary E. Baard, Senior Pastor (mbaard@firstparish.net) 
Geoff Parker, Associate Pastor (gparker@firstparish.net)  
Ray Cornils, Minister of Music (rcornils@firstparish.net) 

Becky Wilkoff, Children’s Ministries Coordinator (bwilkoff@firstparish.net) 
Amanda Similien, Youth Ministries Coordinator (asimilien@first parish.net 

Leslie Foley, Minister of Visitation (lfoley@firstparish.net) 
Jane Connors, Office Administrator (jconnors@firstparish.net) 

Steve Williams, Business Administrator (swilliams@firstparish.net) 
Peggy Mast, Collector (fpcaccounting@firstparish.net) 

Karen Leland, Chapel Ringers Director 
Carol Elowe, Accompanist 

Sarah Snyder, Preschool and Kindergarten Church School Teacher 
Jocelyn Hooydonk, Nursery Care Provider 

 
 

Office is located at 9 Cleaveland Street, Brunswick Maine 04011 
Church Office Phone Number:  207 729-7331 

Church Office Fax Number:  207 729-4512 
Website:  www.firstparish.net 

 


