
   

First Parish Church is open to everyone and welcomes participation  
in the full life, leadership, and ministry of the Church.  

We are a diverse congregation.  
We welcome persons of any race, gender, ethnic origin,  

mental or physical ability, religious tradition, sexual orientation,  
gender identity or expression, and economic circumstances.  

We affirm that the love of Christ for each person knows no bounds. 
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ADULT CONFIRMATION OPPORTUNITY 

          Sundays, Oct. 15-Nov. 19 

      Worship and Class (11:15-12:00 Noon) 

Our confirmation program this year has an option 

for adults.  For the six weeks Oct. 15-Nov. 19, we 

will be coordinating confirmation with worship 

and a class after worship that goes until noon.  We 

will be using the themes of Religious Imagination, 

Sharing, Loving, Re-membering, Re-forming, and 

Making Whole.  Save the dates.  There will be 

more details in the Oct. newsletter. 

 

ALL CHURCH CONFERENCE  

 with Larry Peers, Church Consultant 

              March 9-10, 2018 

Mark your calendars for this date.  As many of you 

will remember, we had wonderful participation and 

conversation in our last visioning and planning ses-

sion with Larry in 2011. We hope you will all be a 

part of this conversation, discerning our direction 

for the next five years.   

 

We hope you enjoy all of the pictures from our 

wonderful 300th Anniversary Celebration on 

August 27. As we were finishing our celebra-

tions on the mall, a bald eagle was circling. 

What a blessing! 

 

Be the Church 

Our theme for the coming year is Be the Church.   

How appropriate as we begin our 4th century!  We 

will be focusing on our spiritual journey and what 

it means for us individually and collectively to be 

the church.  
 

In a sermon this summer, I spoke about how we all 

need opportunities to reflect on and discern the 

movement of God’s Spirit in our lives.  Many peo-

ple spoke to me afterwards saying they are looking 

for opportunities to reflect on their own journey.  

Described below is an offering for September.   
 

PILGRIMAGE of SPIRIT: 

Do Justice  

Love Kindness  

           Walk Humbly with God 
 

Saturday, Sept. 16         8:30 - 11:30 am 

Wednesday, Sept. 27     8:30 - 11:30 am 

         (Same program each day.)   
 

This pilgrimage walk will start and end at the sanc-

tuary. We will stop at the following locations and 

explore one of the themes of our church covenant 

at each location.  We will use a poem or short writ-

ing to stimulate our reflections. 

       Location                      Theme 

   1st    Bowdoin Art Museum     Doing Justice 

 2nd   Senior Health Center       Loving Kindness 

 3rd   Labyrinth in Woods         Walking Humbly  
 

The total walking distance is about 4 miles. If that 

is difficult for you, you could join us at the begin-

ning for the sanctuary & Bowdoin time and then 

drive over to Baribeau Drive for the Senior Health 

Center & Labyrinth time.   

 

(Please sign up by calling the church office. Each 

of these dates will only happen if people have 

signed up.)   
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low. 

I would also like to thank the members of the Con-

necting Our Community Campaign for their tireless 

work on the fundraising effort.  Most importantly, I 

would like to express my gratitude to all of you who 

have donated to the campaign.   
 

Church Council has been busy tackling a number of 

other issues affecting the Church as well. 
 

 In light of Jane Connors’ retirement at the end of 

the year, we have established a search committee 

for a new Office Administrator. 
 

 We have begun the establishment of a Planning 

Committee that will be tasked with heading up 

the effort to prepare for our next All Church Con-

ference taking place in March 2018.  The goal of 

the conference will be to update our five year 

Strategic Plan. 
 

 In order to better understand how to update Pil-

grim House, we have created a working group 

that is reviewing the various “users” of the build-

ing and how they utilize the space now and their 

visions for the future. 

 

I hope you enjoy these last days of summer, whether 

it is enjoying the company of family and friends or 

spending time outdoors.  Again, I am humbled by the 

opportunity to serve as the Chair of the Church Coun-

cil and look forward to this busy and exciting year 

ahead.   

 

Todd Rider 

This is my first column as the 

new Chair of Church Council 

and I would like to take this op-

portunity to thank outgoing 

Chair, Margo Knight, for her 

leadership and Betsy Eaton and 

Jon Beede for their hard work on 

Council.  This Church is such a 

wonderful place because of all the time and talents so 

many people give to our community. 

 

If you have been in Pilgrim House recently you will 

notice that crews have been busy working on the ini-

tial projects to make it more accessible.  The west 

staircase is being renovated to make it a more viable 

entrance/exit and to remove asbestos.  A few trees 

have been removed from the east side of the building 

and a new entrance at that end is also being construct-

ed.   

 

On behalf of Church Council, I want to thank the 

members of the Design & Build Team for overseeing 

this effort and for their hard work to review the plans 

and costs for the larger projects.  

 

This fall, during a 4C’s meeting scheduled for Sep-

tember 17th, we will be presenting the congregation 

with more details regarding the scale of the projects 

and will give you an opportunity to ask questions and 

provide comments.  Further details regarding the Sep-

tember 4C’s meeting can be found in the article be-

4Cs Meeting - Sept. 17     Congregational Conversation with Church Council   

     After Worship in Sanctuary 
 

Topic:  Connecting our Community 

Capital Campaign and Facility Options 
 

Thank you to all who have made a commitment to the Capital Campaign.  We appreciate your generosity.  It 

appears we will raise $1.5 million.  This contrasts with our $2.5 million of projects we would like to do.  The 

Church Council, Design Build Team, Capital Campaign Committee and Finance Committee have been dis-

cussing and exploring options, including conversations with our architects.   

 

At this meeting, we will share with you some of the options we are considering and ask for your input.  We 

hope you will join us for this ongoing conversation.   
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  It is always sad to see summer in Maine come to 

an end, but September brings the welcome return 

of all the folks who have enjoyed their time away. 

Welcome back! 
 

In September we also get to see our contributions 

to the common good in our community when we 

welcome the non-profits receiving grant funds to 

worship service on September 17th. 
 

Summer is typically a time when contributions to 

the church funds drop off so we are lagging behind 

in income at this point. Although year-to-date ex-

penses have been a little less than we projected, 

overall net income is less than we anticipated at 

this point.  

The Connecting Our Community Campaign is moving ahead, alt-

hough at a leisurely summer pace! Pledges and contributions have 

continued to come in over these summer months. The total pledge 

amount at this moment in time is $1,420,315.00. Members of First 

Parish have participated in many shared conversations to learn about 

the proposed modifications to the sanctuary and Pilgrim House. 

Over the past six months, each person has determined how they can best participate in the capital campaign. 

Every contribution, pledge and involvement  in the Connecting Our Community Campaign is important- eve-

ry dollar makes a difference and each new connection within the congregation is valuable. The committees 

will continue to meet and at the direction of the Church Council determine the wrap up of the Campaign. 

 

Hector Casas and Mercie Normand, Co-Chairs of the Connecting Our Community Campaign  

As we approach the end of the third 

quarter of the year we would be 

grateful if you could check your 

pledge and giving status and consider 

catching up. As always you can make 

a one-time donation or set up a recur-

ring payment at the church website 

http://www.firstparish.net/ . Or if you 

prefer, you can write a check to First 

Parish Church. 
 

Your continued support is greatly appreciated.  

Respectfully submitted, Carol O’Donnell, Treasurer 

BDA to Host WCSH6’s (NBC TV) Bill Green in First Parish Sanctuary 
The Brunswick Downtown Association (BDA) will be hosting WCSH’s Bill Green of Bill Green’s Maine on 

Thursday, September 28 at 7:30 a.m. in the First Parish Church (FPC) sanctuary. The title of the event, which 

is open to the public, is Bill Green, Maine’s Community Anchor - Making Memories on 

Maine Street. 

 

Bill Green will be part of the highly publicized BDA Speaker Series which features prominent 

Mainers on various topics about and/or effecting Maine. The theme of the series is to illumi-

nate on why Maine is way more than a vacation destination, and that the impact of the people 

of Maine goes far beyond New England.   

Bill will speak on several of his unique Maine experiences and then take questions from the audience.  

Through his show, which airs on Saturdays at 7 p.m., Bill Green has done features on so many aspects of 

Maine.  

 

On July 15 Bill Green featured FPC in celebration of our 300th Anniversary on Bill Green’s Maine that featur-

ing Rev. Mary Baard, Church Historian Mildred Jones, and Bowdoin’s John Cross. 

FMI and to reserve a seat, please call the BDA at 729-4439. To cover costs of the event, which includes a con-

tinental breakfast, there is a charge of $10.00.  

http://www.firstparish.net/
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September Worship 
September 3 

Mary Baard preaching: Romans 12:9-21 

Communion 

Dr. Jane Hagness, soprano, Sophie Blair, piano 
 

September 10 

Church School begins 

Mary Baard preaching: Genesis 1:26-2:4 

“Weaving Creation” 

Adult Choir; Chapel Ringers 
 

September 17 

Outreach Sunday 

Geoff Parker preaching: Philippians 4:4-9 

  “Being the Church” 

Adult Choir, Westminster Choir 

4 Cs Meeting after worship 
 

September 24 

Mary Baard preaching: Exodus 3:1-15 

“Practicing Presence of God” 

Adult Choir, Parish Ringers, Cherub and Junior Choirs 

 

 

For more information, please contact Becky at 

the church office, 729-7331, or email her at 

bwilkoff@firstparish.net 

 

Church School and Nursery Care (at 10 AM) 

begin on September 10th. Following worship 

there will be a coffee time for all folks, outside 

at Pilgrim House weather permitting! (Rainy 

day: chapel) 
 

Nursery through Kindergarten: Please bring 

your young ones to their rooms downstairs in   

Pilgrim House before worship begins.  

 

On Saturday, September 23rd at 7pm, The Rev. Betty Stookey and Noel Paul 

Stookey come to First Parish Church to share, One Light, Many Candles: 

a program of readings and music that reflect the diversity and integrity of 

individual faith while seeking a global spiritual community. Their perfor-

mance comes as a part of First Parish Church's 300 Years on The Way cele-

bration of the church's 300th anniversary. Admission is free for all ages.  
 

Elizabeth and Noel Paul Stookey have been working together for over 50 

years, as husband and wife, as parents, as business partners and activists, and 

as two people constantly questioning how the spiritual informs the day-to-

day realities of life-in both a small personal way and a larger global way.  
 

Noel is a singer-songwriter and the “Paul” of Peter, Paul, and Mary. He has been writing songs that reflect 

on the political, cultural, sociopolitical and spiritual dynamics of all of our collected stories for decades. Bet-

ty is an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ who has ministered and counseled many, includ-

ing, as chaplain of a school, over a thousand students of many faiths ranging from Buddhist and Christian, 

to Muslim and Jewish.  
 

Recognizing Love as the common calling to many different faiths, Betty and Noel’s presentation continues 

to evolve by referencing expressions of the Divine from a myriad of spiritual leaders and literature of many 

cultures. The program shifts dynamically from the spoken word to the sung word and back again, with Betty 

reading and Noel singing.  
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THE START OF THE SEASON AT A GLANCE 
 

Choir   Ages    Rehearsal Time   First Rehearsal 

 

Cherub Choir  ages 4-first grade   Thursdays, 5:30-6:00 p.m.  September 7th 
 

Junior Choir  Grades 2-5   Thursdays 6:00-6:40 p.m.  September 7th 
 

Westminster Choir Grades 6-12   Thursdays, 4:30-5:30 p.m.  September 7th 
 

Adult Choir  College and Adult  Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00 p.m. September 6th 
 

Chamber Choir  Auditioned Adult   Thursdays, 7:15-8:30 p.m.  September 14th 
 

Chapel Ringers  Youth and Adult   Mondays, 5:30-7:00 p.m.  September 18th 
 

Parish Ringers  Advanced Adult   Wednesdays, 5:30-7:15 p.m.  September 6th 

First Parish Church is pleased to announce 

the first rehearsals of its five vocal choirs 

(Cherub, Junior, Westminster, Senior, and 

Chamber) and two handbell choirs (Chapel 

Ringers and Parish Ringers).  Under the di-

rection of Dr. Jane Hagness and Karen Le-

land, the music program of First Parish offers faith 

formation, ministry opportunity, education, enjoy-

ment, challenge, and enrichment for all ages and 

abilities.  Each group sings or rings on a regular 

basis and offers special seasonal programs through-

out the year.  Any interested person, church mem-

ber or not, is invited to join us. 
 

The Adult Choir – WEDNESDAYS 7:30-9:00 

p.m. – an 80-voice ensemble, begins rehearsals on 

September 6th.  They sing a wide variety of litera-

ture for each Sunday service. During morning wor-

ship on Sunday, December 10th, we will offer a 

musical exploration of the John 1 scripture through 

pieces both a cappella and accompanied by a varie-

ty of chamber instruments. 
 

The Chamber Choir –  THURSDAYS 7:15-8:30 

p.m. – is an auditioned group of 16 singers is open 

for new members.  Members in the Chamber Choir 

also serve as active members of the Adult Choir.  

This ensemble focuses on challenging repertoire 

that is appropriate for a small group.  Rehearsals 

begin on September 14th. 
 

There are ample opportunities for children and 

youth to participate also.  
 

The Westminster Choir – THURSDAYS 4:30-

5:30 p.m. –  is for youth in 6th through 12th grades. 

The Cherub Choir –  THURSDAYS 5:30-6:00 

p.m. –  is for children ages 4 through first grade.  

The Junior Choir –  THURSDAYS 6:00-

6:40 p.m. –  is for children in 2nd through 

5th grades. 

These choirs sing in worship every three to 

four weeks and present special music at the 

Christmas Pageant on December 24th and a 

musical in May.  Rehearsals for these choirs begin 

on Thursday, September 7th with an opening of the 

season pizza party at 5:00 p.m. for the Cherub and 

Junior Choirs and 5:30 for the Westminster Choir. 
 

First Parish Church has a very active handbell pro-

gram.   

The Parish Ringers – WEDNESDAYS 5:30-7:15 

p.m. – is an auditioned ensemble that makes musi-

cal offerings in worship about once a month.  Ad-

ditionally, they perform special programs through-

out the area.  Rehearsals will begin Wednesday, 

September 6th.  

 

The Chapel Ringers – MONDAYS 5:30-7:00 

p.m. –  is a non-auditioned handbell choir for 

adults and serious youth. This group is directed by 

Karen Leland, and they present musical offerings 

in worship about once a month.  The Chapel Ring-

ers will play on September 10th in worship, and re-

hearsals begin on September 18th. 
 

The music program of First Parish Church in 

Brunswick is open to any interested person. There 

are no auditions for most of the vocal choirs. New 

members to the music program are joyfully wel-

comed.  Anyone interested in sharing their gifts 

and talents may call the church office at 729-7331 

or email Dr. Jane Hagness at                             

jhagness@firstparish.net. 

mailto:jhagness@firstparish.net
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Planned Giving Corner 
First Parish Church gives us much: education, 

music, fellowship, support, historical sur-

roundings, opportunities for outreach, and 

more.  

 

Won’t you please give something back? In-

clude First Parish in your will, sign over an 

insurance policy, make a gift of securities, 

enroll in a Life Income Fund. “For where 

your treasure is, there will you heart be also.” 

 

Contact the Planned Giving Committee for 

more information. 

The book selection for September is 

Amor Towles’ “A Gentleman in Mos-

cow.” This is a fascinating novel of a re-

sourceful Russian intellectual aristocrat 

exiled to the Metropol Hotel for the re-

mainder of his life. Please join us for the 

first meeting of the season on Monday, 

September 18th at 7:00 PM in the parlor 

of Pilgrim House. 

Halls of Holly Fair 

Saturday, November 18 

9 AM -  2 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

 
Mark and Melon Patrick are once again chairing our 

fair. They need workers, cookie makers, baked items 

for the Bakery Table, items for the Christmas Table, 

knitting, American Doll Clothes, and Christmas 

greens.  
 

There will also be a soup lunch. 
 

Jewelry for the jewelry table can be brought to the 

church office anytime. 

 

Please contact Mark or Melon if you can help, or if 

you have other suggestions. 

Be sure to join us on September 17th for a spe-

cial service of Outreach when we will recognize 

the community organizations selected by the 

Christian Outreach Committee for support 

through this year’s Outreach Grants.  

 

Representatives from these groups will join us in 

worship as we bless and then bestow our gifts, 

and will stay after the service in the Vestry to 

share more information and answer questions 

about the work they are doing in our community, 

and how you might be involved! Come to share in 

the celebration of our shared mission and ministry 

in the greater Brunswick area! 

 

Those organizations selected this year are: Art 

Van, Bath Skate Park & Youth Meetinghouse, 

Brunswick Area Respite Care, Brunswick Teen 

Center, Embrace a Vet, Family Focus, The Gath-

ering Place, Maine Council of Churches, Sexual 

Assault Services of Midcoast Maine, and VOA/

Camp Postcard. 



 8 

True Blue Angels 

Catherine Worthington 

worked with our young 

people to create this 300th 

anniversary banner. (left) 

Thank you to Steve Normand, our “official” 300th Anniversary photographer! 
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 Congratulations to Ken and Jean Wilson on the occasion of their 66th wedding anniversary on July 21st! 

 Congratulations to Avery Ecker and Paul Himes on the birth of Maxwell James Himes on August 20, 

2017. Proud grandparents are Jamie and Jane Ecker. 

 Sympathy is expressed to the family and friends of Orville (Tex) Ranger, who died on August 5. 2017. 

 The Caregivers’ Support Group meets each Monday at 2:00 pm in the Pilgrim House Parlor. FMI, please 

call Judy Bauman at 729-1219.  

 The Grief Support Group will  meet on Wednesdays at 2 PM in the Parlor. FMI, please call Virginia Derr 

at 725-4147. 

 The Men’s Bible Study will resume meeting on Saturday, September 16 at 7:30 AM in the parlor. Please 

join us! 

 This is a reminder that sermons, our Weekly Email, and the monthly newsletter (Pilgrims’ Progress)  can 

be accessed via our website:  http://www.firstparish.net.  

 Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program is in need of the following items: . These items may be brought 

to the church office during the week, or to the large wooden container in the Vestry on Sundays. 

 

Fellowship Breakfast: September 17 from 8 -  9:30 AM in Fellowship Hall before worship! Remember the 

THIRD Sunday of each month! 

 

 
 

The 2015-2016 Indoor Labyrinth season begins  

on Tuesday, September 19th. 
Dates for 2017/18 have been set for the indoor Labyrinth in the Fellowship Hall 

in Pilgrim House! Please join us, and if you would like more information about 

this ancient practice, or if you are interested in volunteering to "sit" for Laby-

rinth walks or help with set up, please contact Liz Webster, the Laby-

rinth Coordinator at labyrinth@firstparish.net or 751-7139. 

 

2016-2017 Labyrinth Schedule 
All Tuesdays (except Good Friday) 12 - 7 PM 

September 19, October 24, December 5, January 9, February 13, and 

Good Friday, March 30 

Confirmation 2017/2018 
We have approximately 18 youth joining us for 

our Confirmation class this fall which will begin 

with Mentors, Families and Students joining to-

gether at the Fellowship breakfast on Sunday 

September 17th! If there are youth who missed 

signing up for this class this year, please contact 

Pastor Geoff! (gparker@firstparish.net) 207 

729-7331 

Disaster Relief for Texas 
Please go to the link below to donate through 

the United Church of Christ website, or you 

may send a check to First Parish Church with a 

notation that it is for disaster relief. 

Thank you! 
 

http://www.ucc.org/disaster_hurricane_harvey 

mailto:labyrinth@firstparish.net
http://www.ucc.org/disaster_hurricane_harvey
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STAFF 
The Rev. Mary E. Baard, Senior Pastor (mbaard@firstparish.net) 

The Rev. Geoff Parker, Associate Pastor (gparker@firstparish.net) 
Dr. Jane Hagness, Minister of Music (jhagness@firstparish.net)  

Becky Wilkoff, Children’s Ministries Coordinator (bwilkoff@firstparish.net) 
Amanda Similien, Youth Ministries Coordinator (asimilien@firstparish.net) 

The Rev. Leslie Foley, Minister of Visitation (lfoley@firstparish.net) 
Steve Williams, Business Manager (swilliams@firstparish.net) 
Jane Connors, Office Administrator (jconnors@firstparish.net) 

 Peggy Mast, Collector (fpcaccounting@firstparish.net) 
Karen Leland, Chapel Ringers Director  

Carol Elowe, accompanist 
Jocelyn Hooydonk Nursery Care Provider 

 
 

Office is located at 9 Cleaveland Street, Brunswick Maine 04011 
Church Office Phone Number:  207 729-7331 

Church Office Fax Number:  207 729-4512 
Website:  www.firstparish.net 


