
   

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

         
 

Christmas Blessings 
 

             Mary, Geoff, Jane H. 

             Becky, Amanda, Leslie 

              Jane C.,  Steve, Peggy 

  

 
 



 2 

NEW OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 
 

We are delighted to 

welcome Jessie 

Crabtree as our new 

Office Administra-

tor!  Jessie is a 

graduate of Mount 

Holyoke and for 

eight years was the 

Community Educa-

tion and Marketing 

Coordinator for the 

Lewiston Adult Ed-

ucation Program.   

 

Over the years the 

work in our church of-

fice has grown to include 

various digital forms of 

communication.  Jessie 

has experience that we believe will help us to use 

these forms of communication effectively. In recent 

years, Geoff Parker and Becky Wilkoff have been 

helping with digital communication. In the coming 

months these activities and responsibilities will trans-

fer to the Office Administrator position.   

 

Jessie and her husband, James, who sings in the 

Choir, joined our congregation in May of this year.  

They have two young sons, Sam and Charlie, and 

live in Topsham.   

 

Jessie will begin work officially on Dec. 1, so that 

she and Jane Connors can have some time for transi-

tion.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU JANE CONNORS 
 

DEC. 17  CELEBRATION OF JANE’S MINISTRY 

      Reception In Fellowship Hall after worship 

 

Jane’s life has been interwoven with First Parish 

Church for decades.  We are grateful for the years 

she has spent in the church office. We are also grate-

ful that she will continue to be a part of our life as a 

member of the congregation, even after her retire-

ment on Dec. 31.     

 

This transition will require some intentionality and 

grace for all of us.  Our personnel policy says that 

for one year a member who leaves employment shall 

not “serve either as elected or appointed, on any 

FPC committee.”  For three years that person shall 

not serve on any committee “which has responsibili-

ties directly related to the services performed in that 

person’s employment duties.”  So when we’re 

tempted to “ask Jane,” let’s be careful.  

    

.   

If you wish, you may make a gift of appreciation for 

Jane.  Please be sure to note clearly any gift you put 

in the offering basket or send to the church office 

 

Jessie, with her husband, 

James, and their two 

sons, Sam and Charlie 
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December 3   First Sunday of Advent Mark 1 

 Geoff Parker preaching: Beginnings Communion Adult Choir, Chapel Ringers 

 

December 10 Second Sunday of Advent John 1 

 Cantata during worship. (See separate article on page 5) Adult And Chamber Choirs;  

 Westminster Choir with Tim Stegna, guitar 
       

December 17   Third Sunday of Advent  Matthew 1 

 Mary Baard preaching:  Genealogy of Women 

 Adult Choir, Junior and Cherub Choirs 

 Fellowship Breakfast in Pilgrim House from 8:15 -  9:30 AM 

 Reception for Jane Connors in Fellowship Hall after worship 

 

December 24  Fourth Sunday of Advent Luke 1 

 Geoff Parker preaching: Magnificat 
 

Sunday, December 24 4:00 PM Children’s Christmas Pageant: The Shepherd’s Story    
    Cherub, Junior Choirs, and Westminster Reunion Choir, Chapel Ringers 
 

Sunday, December 24 7:30 PM Service of Lessons and Carols 

 Adult Choir, Chamber Choir, Parish Ringers 
 

December 31     
 Geoff Parker preaching        
 

Sunday, December 31  New Year’s Eve Sanctuary Service    
 7:00 PM   Quiet Vigil 

 7:30 PM  Prayer Service  All are invited on New Year’s Eve to the Sanctuary for a candlelit time of 

 quiet reflection and offering of  prayers for the New Year. The Sanctuary will be open for meditation 

 beginning at 7 pm, and a quiet service of reading and prayers will begin at 7:30 pm. 
 

January 7: Epiphany Party after worship 
 

January 14: If you have been thinking about baptism and would be interested in celebrating on January 14, 

 please contact one of the pastors. 

In August, the Town of Brunswick issued a proclamation to recognize First Parish’s 300 years in the commu-

nity. Mary read it to all who attended our August 27 Anniversary Service. Some of us were not there, and 

some would like to hear it again. A large copy is currently on display in the sanctuary history cases. 

Whereas, First Parish Church, Brunswick United Church of Christ, was founded on August 25, 1717, which 

made the establishment of the Town of Brunswick possible in 1739; and Harriet Beecher Stowe received her 

vision for the story of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” in Pew 23 in 1851; and Joshua Chamberlain, her of the Battle of 

Gettysburg, governor of Maine, and president of Bowdoin College was a parishioner of First Parish Church; 

and FPC and Bowdoin College enjoyed a strong relationship over the years, which resulted in the relocation 

of the church building to its present location in 1806; and because of that relationship, Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, Dick Gregory and other lu-

minaries have spoken in the sanctuary; and FPC was instrumental in the founding of Tedford Housing, Oasis 

Health Services, The Gathering Place, MidCoast Hunger Prevention Program, and the local chapter of Habitat 

for Humanity; and FPC is looking forward to its fourth century and beyond as a faith community in Bruns-

wick; the Town of Brunswick recognizes and celebrates the 300th anniversary of First Parish Church. 
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Pledges and regular giving in October were better than expected by about $7,000. Thank you to all who gave 

and are helping to close the gap. We are now projecting a $21,000 - $24,000 deficit at year end. 
 

As we approach the end of the year we are looking at where we can reduce expenses if we end the year with a 

deficit. The replacement reserve is the one item we can significantly reduce to cover 

the deficit.  So, what does that mean? The replacement reserve is the fund to cover the 

major upkeep of our facilities. The Property Committee has identified three critical 

projects that need immediate attention in the 2018/2019 timeframe due to significant 

deterioration. The 2018 projects include painting and wood repairs to the outside of 

the Church and Vestry (last done in 2004), and continued restoration of the stained 

glass windows, starting first with the small windows in the Vestry. The third critical 

project is re-roofing Pilgrim House, as by the 2019 project year the roof will be in its 

28th year of service life. 
 

Obviously, we do need additional financial support in December so we don’t put our 

facilities at risk. Here are some ways to contribute if you are able to help us close the gap: 

 Go to the church website http://www.firstparish.net/ and scroll down to “Interested in e-Giving.” 

 Send a check to First Parish Church. 

 Make a donation in the Sunday collection. 

 Contribute stock (call the church office for more information). 
 

Thank you to all who give of your time and talents and for providing whatever financial support you can. We 

truly appreciate it. 
 

Wishing all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol O’Donnell, Treasurer 

It is often said, "There are 

only two prayers most of us 

offer in our lifetimes: "Thank 

You" and "Please Help."  To-

day, we of the stewardship 

committee offer those words 

to you.  
 

As of Monday, Nov. 20 the 

church had received financial commitments for 

2018 from 178 pledging units totaling 

$427,975.  To those who have made these promises, 

and who will fulfill them we say, "Thank You."  To 

the rest of you reading this newsletter we offer the 

words of that second prayer "Please Help."  A rec-

ord of your intentions makes solid financial plan-

ning feasible.  It gives a baseline for knowing what 

ministries can be supported and to what extent.  Can 

our outreach be as solid as ever?  Will we be able to 

fund the building reserve fund so that imminent 

structural needs of our buildings can be tended 

to?  (One example is re-leading the Vestry stained 

glass windows.)  Will we continue to support our 

staff at the level of compensation they deserve?  
 

If you are among those who have not yet indicated 

your 2018 support, please obtain a pledge card from 

your pew or the church office and return it in the 

offering plate or in the church office.  Your partici-

pation in the pledging program makes a difference. 
 

Once again, we are the stewardship committee and 

repeat those good words:   "Please Help,"  and 

"Thank You." 

 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR RESPONSE TO 

PLEASE HELP!  

 

http://www.firstparish.net/
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On Wednesday, January 10th from 5:30-6:00 p.m., our new intergenerational World Percus-

sion Ensemble will begin rehearsals.  This group is open to anyone who is in first grade and 

has no upper age limit. 
 

This is a fun opportunity for our younger and older congregational participants to share in 

ministry together.  We will play percussion instruments of African, South American, and 

Middle Eastern origin.  We will learn traditional rhythms from each of those cultures and 

intermix them in ways that help us to accompany hymns.  We will share this musical gift 

about once a month.   
 

Please let Dr. Jane know if you are interested in participating in this ensemble so that we make sure that we 

have an instrument for you. 

The World Percussion Ensemble will play in worship: 

1/28/18; 2/11/18; 3/4/18; 4/1/18; and a TBA May date 

 During morning worship on December 10th, we will explore how the text of John 1 has inspired com-

posers throughout the ages. The Chamber Choir will offer, “Verbum Caro Factum Est” by Renaissance com-

poser, Hans Leo Haßler, which sets John 1:14 The word was made flesh and lived among us, and we saw His 

glory, the glory of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.   
 

The Adult Choir will explore this same text set by the twentieth-century Norwegian composer, Egil Hovland 

in the lush and beautiful, “The Glory of the Father.”  James Kent, an English composer of the 1700s set John 

1:1-12 in the work, “In the Beginning was the Word,” which will be sung by the adult choir and accompanied 

by continuo organ, cello, flute, and oboe.  Rosphanye Powell, composer of the energetic a cappella piece, “The 

Word Was God,” was born in 1962 and is hailed as one of America’s premier composers of choral music.   
 

The Westminster Choir, accompanied by guitarist, Tim Stegna in “The Light Shines in the Darkness” by Larry 

Olson and Hans Peterson, will explore how this light that cannot be overcome can mend brokenness in our 

lives and creation.  Finally, the Westminster Choir and Adult choir will combine forces for the rousing gospel 

setting, “True Light” by Keith Hampton. 

MUSIC NOTES 

Extra pageant rehearsals for Youth and Children’s Choirs: 
 

Dec. 15: 3:30-5:00PM; Dec. 22: 3:30-5:00PM; Dec. 23: 9:00AM-11:00AM 

 

NO Rehearsals on the following nights during the holidays for All Choirs! 

Wednesday, December 27,  and Thursday, December 28 

Wednesday, January 3, and Thursday, January 4 
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Becky Wilkoff, Children’s Ministries  

Coordinator 

Childcare and Church School in  

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 
 

Sunday, December 24: No nursery care or  

church school on Christmas Eve morning,  

afternoon or evening. 

4:00pm Christmas Pageant  

during family worship service 

 

Sunday, December 31:  
No nursery care or church school. 

 

Sunday, January 7:  

Weekly church school through 6th grade and 

nursery care resume.  

Epiphany Party for children of all ages after 

worship in Fellowship Hall. 

 

For more information on any of these 

events, please contact Becky at the church 

office, 729-7331, or email her at 

bwilkoff@firstparish.net 

The church service is over -- what do you re-

member?  Music from the choir, words from 

the sermon, the peace of the sanctuary?  We 

get to enjoy and be inspired by the people and 

programs of this church today because of past 

decades of careful planning by thoughtful, 

generous parishioners. What will YOU leave 

here for the coming generations to enjoy?   

A Planned Gift can help you meet your own tax and 

investment needs and also help secure the future of 

First Parish Church.  Please consider a gift or bequest 

so that the programs and outreach will continue to min-

ister to this community. 

  
The book group will explore 20th 

and 21st century Afghanistan by 

reading Nadia Hashimi’s The 

Pearl That Broke Its Shell. This is 

a story of two women who lived a 

century apart, but because of fam-

ily circumstances, were able to be raised as 

boys prior to their reaching puberty. 

 

January’s book is The Manor: Three Cen-

turies at a Slave Plantation on Long Is-

land, by Mac Griswold. This is a biog-

raphy of a uniquely American place, a 

mansion on Shelter Island and the eleven 

generations who owned it and lived there, 

beginning with its Dutch founders. 

Children and Family  

Ministry Team 

Family Events in  

December and January 
 

Advent Advent-ure  

Sunday, December 3 ~  

10AM to Noon 

The year Advent-ure, our annual Advent celebration for 

families, will happen during the regular church school and 

worship time. Nursery, church school, confirmation and 

youth families are invited to meet in Fellowship Hall for a 

very family-friendly Advent candle lighting and communion 

service with Mary, Advent crafts, carol singing, and a pot-

luck lunch. 

 

Epiphany Party: Sunday, January 7 after worship 

All ages are invited to join us for a festive celebration of the 

season of Epiphany, which spans the time between the 

twelve days of the Christmas season (Dec. 25-January 6) and 

the season of Lent (Feb. 14-March 31). This is the day when 

the church celebrates the arrival of the three Magi in Bethle-

hem. We will enjoy cupcakes and refreshments, and three 

children will find a small token in their cupcake and be 

crowned as our Three Wise Ones. They will reign through-

out Epiphany and lead the Mardi Gras parade just before 

Lent begins. 

 

We hope you will join us for these gatherings! 
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Fellowship Dinners: Food, Fun and Fellowship 
Invitation: Please join other First Parish friends for dinner and fellowship in a member’s 

home once a month, January through April.  This is a wonderful opportunity to become better 

acquainted with others in a small group setting.  We will take turns hosting and providing 

dishes.  There is no formal program of study involved – just food, fun and fellowship. 
 

The Plan: Sign up on the form below by Thursday, December 28th and you will be sent a 

dinner schedule.  One month you will be the host and provide the main course and beverages.  

The other three months you will go to three other homes and bring a salad, vegetable or dessert.  The host for 

each month will be responsible for calling his or her group to arrange the date and time of the meal and coordi-

nate the menu.   

Sign Up: If you would like to participate, please fill out the information below and return by email or mail  

to Jack Kieffer, 23 Appletree Drive, Brunswick, Maine 04011       jkvbd@comcast.net  
 

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ____________________ Email: _______________________________________ 

I/We wish to __________ participate fully including being a host one month. 

This is certainly a busy time 

for all of us as we approach 

the holiday season.  It is an 

especially busy time of year 

for First Parish Church as 

various committees and staff 

work hard to close out the 

work of 2017 and prepare for 

all that we hope to accom-

plish in 2018.  At this time of year, I am personally 

very thankful for the many hard-working volunteers 

and the talented staff of this church for their dedica-

tion to our congregation. It is a privilege to work 

with all of you.  Most importantly, I appreciate the 

commitment of time and treasure by all of you to 

make this community of faithful so special.   

Church Council continues to consider the results of 

the efforts by the Design Build Team and others re-

garding the scope and cost of our capital campaign.  

The DBT is working hard with architects and build-

ers to refine these estimates and Council hopes to 

present our plans to you at our semi-annual meeting 

on February 4th, 2018. 

In other news, Church Council unanimously voted to 

retain ownership of 185 Park Row for the foreseea-

ble future and has instructed the Finance Committee 

to provide us with more detailed information as to 

how we can best leverage this asset to benefit our 

finances and the mission of the church.  There will 

certainly be more information forthcoming regard-

ing this subject soon. 

Council was also very excited to support the hiring 

of the new Office Administrator chosen by the 

search team.  Jessie Crabtree, a member of our con-

gregation, was chosen from a number of talented 

applicants and we look forward to her joining our 

dedicated staff.  She and Jane Connors will spend 

some time overlapping to ensure a smooth transi-

tion.  Many thanks to the search team for their hard 

work! (Mary Baard, Geoff Parker, Judy Bauman, 

Ethel Granholm, Peter Wiley) 

The other decision Council made recently as a re-

sult of our discussions of how we can best utilize 

our buildings is in regards to Learning Land.  Coun-

cil voted unanimously to not renew the lease with 

Learning Land for the 2019-2020 school year.  

Council is open to signing a lease for the 2018-2019 

school year with the understanding that we intend 

to be in the middle of a construction project.  This 

decision was not made lightly and we certainly un-

derstand and honor the importance of the connec-

tion we have had with this school for 55 years.  

Nevertheless, we have grown as a congregation tre-

mendously since then and the fact is that we need 

the space dedicated for our programs.  First Parish 

Church will do all we can to make their transition to 

the next chapter as smooth as possible and we wish 

them all the best.  

Call to Meeting: First Parish Church of Brunswick, Maine, United Church of Christ,  

Semi-Annual Meeting, Sunday February 4, 2018, directly following worship service. 
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All Church Christmas Card 

 
The many individuals and families who come to First Parish 

Church in need of some assistance greatly appreciate our min-

istry through Jane’s Team.  In order to provide some Christ-

mas cheer to those in need, Jane’s Team hopes that this year 

you will once again sign the All-Church Christmas greeting 

card to one another and make a generous donation to Jane’s 

Team.   With your donations we will purchase $25 gift cards, 

most of which will be given to Tedford Housing to enable 

their clients to have a brighter, and hopefully a bit merrier, 

Christmas.   

 

You, the church, provide generous support to Jane’s Team 

throughout the year.  Please contribute a bit more to help 

those in need during this very special season.  And, Jane’s 

Team’s members wish you all a very MERRY CHRISTMAS. 

 

The Christmas Card will be available in the Sanctuary and the 

Vestry on Sunday, December 3 and 10.  

Christmas Giving Gifts  
 

We are once again sponsoring “Christmas 

Giving” to provide struggling families in 

the area with Christmas gifts.  Look for 

the cards in the Vestry after worship on 

December 3 and 10. It’s simple:  pick a 

gift slip, buy and wrap the gift, and return 

it with the slip to the church office by 

Wednesday, December 13th. 

If you lived in a trailer and couldn’t afford to repair broken plumbing, would you 

think to run a hose from your kitchen sink to the toilet so it would flush?  That is 

what a retired UCC pastor did, until a gift from the Christmas Fund enabled the 

repairs.  

 

I used to think Christmas Fund gifts were a simple gesture to retired clergy to let 

them know the UCC still cares – that God is still speaking in their lives.  But by 

visiting clergy who have retired from small churches, or from part time positions, 

I realized that some have no pension and many have a rough time making ends 

meet, and for those folk the Christmas Fund makes a difference.   

   

Your past gift to the Christmas Fund helped a retired clergy person get her teeth repaired.  

Your gift on December 10 will definitely reach a retired clergy person.  Pray you are making a difference.  

 

Jeanne Tuttle  

Retired UCC minister and Member of First Parish Church 
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 Prayers for: Family and friends of Molly Berberich on the death of her mother, Susan. 

 Sympathy to family and friends of Jan York, who died on November 7, 2017, and Mary 

Birge Hendrian, who died in Salt Lake City on October 12, 2017. 

 Happy birthday to Ev Hanke, who turned 102 this past week! 

 This is a reminder that sermons, our Weekly Email, and the monthly newsletter 

(Pilgrims’ Progress)  can be accessed via our website:  http://www.firstparish.net.  

 The Caregivers’ Support Group meets each Monday at 2 PM in the Pilgrim House Par-

lor. FMI, please call Judy Bauman at 729-1219. Caregiver group will not meet on Monday, Dec. 25, and 

Monday, Dec. 31. 

 The Grief Support Group meets weekly on Wednesdays at 2 PM in the Parlor. FMI, please call Virginia 

Derr at 725-4147. 

 The Crafter’s Group continues to meet each Thursday at 1:00 PM in the parlor. Bring a craft to work on, or 

just come for conversation and tea.  

 The next Quiet Day will be held at the home of Ann Carroll at 24 Summer St. in Topsham, beginning at 

9:00AM. FMI, please contact Nancy Collins at nancy.collins.phd@gmail.com or 373-0336 

 

The Deacons will offer Taxi Service again this year to help those who have parking problems on Sunday 

mornings! Beginning on Dec. 3, Brunswick Taxi will continuously shuttle folks between the Brunswick 

Town Hall parking lot and the front of the church, starting at 9:35 AM. Pick up will be be-

tween 11:00 and 11:30 AM. 

 

The Indoor Labyrinth will be available for meditative walking on Tuesday, December 

5 from Noon until 7 PM in Fellowship Hall. Come and enjoy some quiet time during 

this hectic season! 

Instead of buying wrapping 

paper to wrap gifts, use materials from 

around the house that can serve as gift wrap: 

old posters and maps, old sheet music, wall-

paper scraps, scarves and pillowcases, fabric 

remnants, colorful ads or photos from maga-

zines and catalogs!  Use your imagination! 

 Merry Christmas!  

News from the Maine Conference, UCC 
Transitions at Pilgrim Lodge 

The Maine Conference asks for your prayers for our 

Maine Conference camp, Pilgrim Lodge, in a time of 

transition. Director Bryan Breault has discerned it is 

time for him to move on from his ministry at Pilgrim 

Lodge, effective December 21st. He will become Execu-

tive Director of Holmes Presbyterian Camp and Confer-

ence Center.  

Over 20 years as Director of Outdoor Ministries, Bryan 

has led Pilgrim Lodge with a remarkable combination of 

gifts and skills, dedication, and commitment. He will be 

missed in so many ways, and for so many reasons!  

 

At the same time, our Pilgrim Lodge leadership and 

community is strong. There are exciting plans to contin-

ue the ministry, welcome, wonder, and fun of PL, even 

as we take time to bless and send Bryan on his way! 

More news about the 2018 Summer Schedule to come. 
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Mary E. Baard, Senior Pastor (mbaard@firstparish.net) 
Geoff Parker, Associate Pastor (gparker@firstparish.net)  

Dr. Jane Hagness, Minister of Music (jhagness@firstparish.net) 
Becky Wilkoff, Children’s Ministries Coordinator (bwilkoff@firstparish.net) 
Amanda Similien, Youth Ministries Coordinator (asimilian@firstparish.net) 

Leslie Foley, Minister of Visitation (lfoley@firstparish.net) 
Jane Connors, Retiring Office Administrator (jconnors@firstparish.net) 

Jessie Crabtree, Office Administrator (jcrabtree@firstparish.net) 
Steve Williams, Business Administrator (swilliams@firstparish.net) 

Peggy Mast, Collector (fpcaccounting@firstparish.net) 
Karen Leland, Chapel Ringers Director 

 
 
 

Office is located at 9 Cleaveland Street, Brunswick Maine 04011 
Church Office Phone Number:  207 729-7331 

Church Office Fax Number:  207 729-4512 
Website:  www.firstparish.net 

 


