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Bearing Fruit 
 
INTRO to SCRIPTURE 
 
We’re starting a four-week series on the 
letter to the Colossians.  Scholars vary on 
whether or not this letter was actually 
written by the Apostle Paul, to whom it is 
attributed.  The writing style is different 
from other Pauline letters, yet it does 
follow a familiar pattern of including both 
theological reflection and a call to Christian 
living.   
 
In this first chapter we encounter the usual 
opening words of greeting and 
thanksgiving.  Then we will hear what many 
suspect is a hymn from the early church, 
which uses poetic expression to give 
witness to Jesus’ compelling character. 
 
 
SERMON 
 
The underlying question before us today – 
                         Is Jesus God?   
This question has been with us for over 
2,000 years.  There have been a multitude 
of ponderings and too many persecutions 
as a result of this question.  
 
Here is a story that shows the dilemma 
embedded in this question.  In a community 
there were two groups of Christians - one 
who professed that Jesus is God, the other 
claimed that Jesus is human.  Of course, 
each group was convinced they were right.  
The struggle was absorbing all their energy 
so they decided to go to a local sage and 
accept the wisdom of the sage.   

 
 
 
When they got there, the first group argued 
persuasively that Jesus was God.  The sage 
paused thoughtfully and then said You’re 
right. 
 
The other group protested that they hadn’t 
had a turn yet, so they then made their case 
that Jesus was human.  The sage paused 
thoughtfully and then said You’re right. 
 
Now both groups were agitated, pointing 
out You just contradicted yourself.  To which 
the sage paused thoughtfully and then 
responded You’re right. 
 
This debate was central in the schism in 
New England congregational churches in 
the 1800s bringing about the split between 
the Unitarians and the Trinitarians.  
However, it’s crucial to realize that, at the 
time, both groups understood themselves 
to be Christians.  Even though their 
theological explanations of the significance 
of Jesus of Nazareth were different, they 
both believed they were called to bear fruit 
by following in the Way of Jesus. 
 
Throughout the New Testament we hear 
different perspectives on this question as 
the writers give testimony to the claim that 
Jesus made on their lives.  Over the 
centuries some of those in power in the 
church sought to turn those testimonies of 
faith into tests of faith to determine 
whether or not you are a true Christian.   



This led to the early councils and the 
development of creeds, to reformations 
and counter reformations.  It is hard now to 
read the New Testament with a mind truly 
open to the perspective of those early 
writers because we are looking through the 
veil of the creeds and what we have been 
taught is right.   
 
In the Bible Study groups this week we 
listened to a conversation between two 
contemporary pastors and scholars – Eric 
Elnes and Bruce Van Blair, exploring this 
question.  When I was in Phoenix, Eric was a 
pastor in a UCC church in Scottsdale.   
(darkwoodbrew.org. Upside Down Faith 
series, episode 3). Bruce’s perspective is 
that the writers of the New Testament did 
not see Jesus as God.  They saw him as an 
agent of God – a unique and special human 
in whom, as the writer of Colossians puts it 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.  In 
other words, Jesus bore the fruit of God.   
 
When Eric questioned Bruce asking about 
the passages in John where Jesus says God 
and I are one, Bruce responded that indeed 
Jesus and God were one in purpose, one in 
intent.  He pointed out that biblical imagery 
also suggests that when people marry they 
become one.  With a chuckle he 
commented that he and his wife had been 
married for 55 years, but he could still tell 
them apart. 
 
Here are three oversimplified ways that 
Christian people have talked about Jesus 
over the centuries.  
 
1.Jesus was human –  a unique and special 
human in whom, as we heard in today’s 
reading  the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell.  This human Jesus helps us learn how 
to also bear fruit, welcoming the fullness of 

God into our lives.  The sage responds  
You’re right. 
 
2.Jesus of Nazareth was human and was 
adopted as the Christ through his baptism 
or the resurrec-tion.  (Or some other 
occasion.) We hear Paul’s testimony to this 
in Romans 1:3-4 
(Jesus) was descended from David according 
to the flesh (which follows the lineage of 
Joseph) and was declared to be Son of God 
with power according to the spirit of 
holiness by resurrection from the dead.  
From this perspective  Jesus’ Spirit is still 
present with us.  The sage responds You’re 
right. 
 
3.Jesus was God – Even as Jesus of 
Nazareth,  Jesus was fully God.  In this 
approach there is no distinction between 
Jesus and the Christ.  This perspective takes 
a more Kairos than chronos.  In other 
words, this approach is not so concerned 
about the chronology (time-line) of human 
history as it is focused on the eternal 
(timeless) and the eternal in-breaking, at all 
times, in human history.  The sage responds 
You’re right. 
 
Let’s talk for a minute about the name 
Christ.  Christ is not Jesus’ last name it is a 
designation.   The Christ, the Messiah, the 
Savior.  It is a descriptive world.  Just like we 
designate clergy with an honorific title – the 
Reverend.  So I’m The Rev. Mary Baard.  
You wouldn’t say Mary Reverend, but you 
could say Mary the Reverend.   So it is Jesus 
the Christ. 
 
Ultimately the church has held together the 
paradox of Jesus as fully human and fully 
divine.  Yet, I find individual Christians tend 
to lean in one direction or the other.  The 
sage responds – You’re right. 



 
 
 
It has been problematic and tragic when the 
church has used this question – Is Jesus 
God?-  as a test of faith rather than an 
opportunity for a testimony of faith.  Often 
when the church takes this stance the focus 
is on believing the right thing about Jesus so 
that you can be a part of the church and will 
make it to heaven.   
 
I heard a story years ago about a boy who 
was learning about Christianity for the first 
time.  I don’t remember the exact words; 
but it went something like this.  Someone 
told this boy about Jesus and the ways he 
cared for others and bore the fruit of God’s 
presence.  Then the person explained to the 
boy that Christians believe you have to 
profess Jesus as Lord and Savior in order to 
make it into heaven and that only those 
who do so are allowed into heaven.  The 
boy puzzled for a few moments and then 
said  But that doesn’t make sense.  If they 
were truly followers of Jesus they would 
step aside and open the way to God for 
someone else.  I suspect the sage would 
respond You’re right. 
 
As followers of Jesus, we are called to give 
testimony to our experience of Jesus AND 
we are called to bear fruit, finding God in 
ourselves and ourselves in God. 
 
 
 
 


