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Sin Matters 

 
INTRO to SCRIPTURE 
 
Today’s reading comes from the prophet 
Jeremiah, who focuses on the spiritual 
journey and struggle with God.  Jeremiah is 
concerned with rewards and punishments 
for faithfulness and disobedience.  He 
criticizes his own Jewish people for their 
faithlessness in worshiping other gods and 
calls them back to their covenant with God.   
 
In this reading we will hear words of 
promise for the homecoming of the exiles 
as they return to Israel and Judah.  God 
promises a renewal of the covenant, which 
will now be written on their hearts. 
 
SERMON  
 
Yesterday Ron and I went to see the movie 
A Wrinkle in Time.  At the concession stand 
there were two young girls getting 
refreshments.  Each had a child’s snack tray, 
with popcorn, soda, and candy.  The older 
girl was adding prodigious amounts of 
butter to the popcorn.  The younger girl was 
watching the buttering process.  Suddenly h 
the young girl’s tray just tumbled onto the 
floor.  She turned to the older girl with a bit 
of a shrug, oh, well.  However, when the 
adult woman who was accompanying them  
came over, the younger girl, pointing to the 
older girl, said She did it.   
 
Now how many times have we been one of 
the people in that scenario?  The one who 
had an accident and blamed someone else.  
The one who just happened to be standing  

 
there and got blamed.  And the one who 
was implicitly being asked to adjudicate the 
situation. ‘Twas ever thus. 
 
We shouldn’t be surprised that the story of 
the Garden of Eden told by ancient peoples 
has more than one character blame 
someone else for something they did.  We 
have all been there.  Shame is a powerful 
force and we will do a lot to avoid it. 
 
Why is it that we do the very things we 
know we shouldn’t and don’t do the things 
we know we should?  Why is it that when 
we do something we try to blame it on 
someone else?  Why is it that we take  
delight in shaming others? Why is it that we 
spend so much time wishing we were 
someone other than just who we are? 
 
In the movie A Wrinkle in Time the lead 
character, 13-year-old Meg Murray, begins 
by focusing on her faults and wishing she 
were different. The author Madeleine 
L’Engle leads Meg on a journey to become 
more centered in her true self and in the 
ways her inner light is connected to the 
light of Love.  L’Engle focuses on the God- 
light within us. This has been one of the 
ways Christians have talked about the 
spiritual journey. 
 
In contrast St. Augustine and others have 
taken the perspective at our core we are 
mired in original sin. From this perspective 
we start from a place of darkness and must 
be rescued.  I suspect that approach helped 



Augustine to explain the parts of his own 
journey that so deeply troubled him. 
 
No matter which perspective speaks to you,  
sin is the religious word we use to name the 
brokenness that exists within ourselves, 
between us, and in our relationship with 
God.    
 
Sin is about personal morality and 
responsibility.  In today’s reading Jeremiah 
reminds the people of the Ten 
Commandments from the Sinai covenant 
that were meant to help the people live 
faithfully and well.  Yet, the people found 
they could not do it.  Just knowing the rules 
is not enough.  Maybe that is why too often 
the complexities of the Ten 
Commandments have been reduced to such 
dictums as Don’t drink, don’t smoke, don’t 
chew, or go with girls who do. 
 
Sin is also systemic.  That is another way to 
look at original sin as the system into which 
we are born.  Systemic sins are complex and 
broken social structures, such as those that 
keep the poor poor and the rich rich. Jesus 
spoke time and time again about this kind 
of brokenness.  He also recognized sinful 
systems which treat groups of “others” as 
sub human, leading to unbelievable 
atrocities.  Hannah Arendt, a political 
philosopher during World War II, gave 
chilling testimony of the banality of evil she 
witnessed in Nazi officers at the Nuremberg 
trials.  How could such seemingly ordinary 
people participate in such evil actions? 
 
How is it then that the passage today ends 
with the promise 
God will remember their sin no more? 
 
Let’s take a few moments of silence to 
reflect on that promise.  (Pause) 

It might help us to focus for a moment on 
the word sin.  The Hebrew word that 
Jeremiah used for sin comes from archery. 
It means to miss the center, but to still hit 
the target.  In other words, it means missing 
the mark. 
 
Missing the mark.  Missing the center.  Not 
living fully centered in God and one’s true 
self. The spiritual journey is not a matter of 
just following commandments.  It is more 
complicated and challenging than that.  It 
means living into a covenantal reality with 
God that will be an inner reality.  It will be 
written and centered on our hearts.  God 
doesn’t miss the mark. 
 
Let’s take a few moments to reflect on this 
promise that God’s covenant is written on 
our hearts.  (Pause) 
 
We live in God and God lives in us.  This 
spiritual journey of an inner covenant 
requires spiritual practice.  One of those 
spiritual practices is forgiveness – forgiving 
others, forgiving God, forgiving ourselves. 
 
That is the promise of the resurrection.  
That new life is possible even after the 
horrors of deceit, betrayal, violence, and 
death.   
 
Forgiveness doesn’t mean we can forget, 
even if God can.  It does mean we chose to 
no longer be bound to the past.  It doesn’t 
necessarily mean we are able to stay in 
relationship with people.  In fact, in some 
cases forgiving may mean we can’t do that.  
 
Forgiveness means we are open to the 
promises of resurrection.   
   freeing the future 
   from the tethers of the past 
   forgiveness is now. 


