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Fools for Christ 
 
INTRO to SCRIPTURE 
 
The first written story telling about Easter 
morning is in the gospel of Mark.  Scholars 
believe that originally the gospel ended 
with verse 8 in chapter 16.  However, that 
ending, as you will hear, is so up in the air 
that people have added a couple of other 
endings, which you may want to read later.   
 
The mystery of the resurrection happened 
in the dark of the night when no one was 
around.  All the women found when they 
got there was an empty tomb.  As we listen 
to the story imagine how you would feel if 
you came upon the empty tomb? 
 
SERMON 
 
Today I put something in the sanctuary that 
is out of place for this day.  Have you 
noticed it?  It’s the Christmas wreath from 
our home.  It’s my nod to April Fool’s Day.  
However, I think the joke is on me because 
each year since we’ve been back in Maine I 
can pretty much leave our wreath up until 
Easter. It stays in remarkably good shape 
because it’s on the north side of the house 
and spring, if we have one, doesn’t come 
early in Maine. 
 
Last year, when the Music Search 
Committee was discussing what questions 
we would ask people, Randy Anderson told 
us he likes to ask people he’s interviewing  
to tell him a joke.  Everyone in our group 
froze, hoping he wouldn’t ask us.   
 

 
I realized the only joke that readily came to 
mind was one from my math teaching days.   
    Why is six afraid of seven? 
        Because seven eight (ate) nine. 
 
Someone sent me this Easter pun this week. 
    Why is Easter so tired? 
        It followed a March of 31 days. 
 
Only once in a blue moon do Easter and 
April Fool’s Day coincide like today.  
Ironically, yesterday was a blue moon, 
which means a second full moon in the 
same month.  It’s not actually “blue.”  The 
expression means it doesn’t happen very 
often.   The last time Easter was on April 1st 
was the year I turned two.  It will only 
happen two more times in this century.    
 
I remember one year when my father 
tricked us with eggs on April Fool’s Day.  He 
hollowed out the supposedly soft-boiled 
eggs and put them in egg cups.  When we 
went to crack them, they crumbled. 
 
I suspect some of you have already done 
Easter egg hunts this morning.  Maybe 
there was an April Fool’s egg among them. 
 
Using eggs as a symbol of new life during 
the rituals of spring happened long before 
Christianity.  There is no biblical reference 
to this symbol, but it appears to have first 
been prominent in Christian practice in the 
orthodox tradition.  Icons of Mary 
Magdalene often have her holding a red 
egg.   



This depiction of Mary and the egg comes 
from a story of a meeting she had with 
Tiberius Caesar. Mary used an egg as a 
symbol of the resurrection.  Caesar scoffed 
saying a man could no more rise from the 
dead than the egg in her hand could turn 
red.  Then it did turn red. Another story is 
that she was carrying eggs when coming to 
the tomb and they miraculously turned into 
a rainbow of colors. 
 
The church has long used eggs, along with 
other things in nature, as a sign of the 
mystery of new life.  The church chose to 
have Easter in the spring and to determine 
the date by both the solar and lunar 
calendars.  You go to the spring equinox, 
then to the next full moon.  The Sunday 
after that is Easter.   
 
One true story that involves Easter eggs has 
stayed with me over the years.  It was about 
church school class that included a young 
boy named Philip.  Philip’s brain worked in a 
different way than most children’s.  
Sometimes the other kids struggled to be 
kind because they found themselves 
thinking of him as a fool.   
 
One Easter, the teacher asked them to go 
outside and find something to put in their 
eggs that reminded them of new life.  It was 
fun.  When they came back in they opened 
the eggs together.  Here are some of the 
things in the eggs. 
 
Butterfly – transforms from a caterpillar to 
a butterfly. 
 
Pine Cone – there are seeds inside which 
will grow into new trees. 
 
Flower – the wonders of new plants. 
 

Rock – there was a stone over the tomb, 
which was probably like a small cave. 
 
A piece of chocolate – Easter is yummy! 
 
Then they opened an egg that was empty.  
One of the kids said, Hey, somebody didn’t 
do it. 
Philip said quietly, It’s mine. 
Another child groaned, Oh Philip. 
 
Then Philip said, I did so do it.  The tomb is 
EMPTY.  That’s Easter.  Philip was a fool for 
Christ that day.  The mystery of the 
resurrection grabbed a hold of Philip and he 
grabbed a hold of the witness of an empty 
tomb. 
 
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 
James and Salome went to the tomb 
expecting to care for Jesus’ body, but the 
tomb was empty.  They were alarmed, 
amazed and afraid.  They ran away and said 
nothing to anyone. 
 
If you know Mark’s gospel well, you know 
it’s an ironic divine comedy that the women 
are silent.  At various points in the gospel, 
Jesus repeatedly tells people he has healed 
to say nothing to anyone.  But they don’t 
listen.  Instead they go and tell.  Now we 
come to the end of the gospel where they 
are told to go and tell but instead they said 
nothing to anyone.  What irony! 
 
They weren’t silent forever, for we know 
the story.  After a time, they came out of 
hiding and claimed their role as fools for 
Christ.  On this April 1st morn, the great 
Easter mystery claims us too as fools for 
Christ. 


