
Good morning. It is so good to be here this morning. For the past 

several weeks I have been worshipping and preaching at another church, it 

has been a wonderful experience, an opportunity to experience God’s 

presence, love, and work with another community. An opportunity to learn 

more on this journey of discernment and seminary. It is, however, good to 

be here, in my home church and I am so thankful for Mary and Geoff 

inviting me to speak with you today. 

Today in the Gospel of John we have two miracles, or as they are called 

in John, signs. John contains only 8 signs, far fewer than the other gospels. 

In John each of these follows a distinct pattern. Each sign, or miracle, is 

followed by a dialogue between Jesus and the crowd or the disciples. This in 

turn is followed by a discourse by Jesus. One of the two signs that we heard 

today, the sign of the feeding of the 5000, is in every gospel. It is in even in 

Mark twice! This lets us know how important this story was to the early 

church.  

This story is not so much about bread, even the bread of Holy 

Communion, although it is easy to draw that conclusion when we read 

“Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed 



them to those who were seated.” It is, as the Gospel of John in its entirety 

teaches, about who Jesus is with God.  

For this revelation John uses Moses as a reference point.  For as in 

Exodus, God and God’s will are about to be revealed. The story of Moses 

was very familiar to the original audience of this gospel. Moses was a great 

prophet of the Lord. Moses brought Israel out of Egypt and across the Red 

Sea, received the Ten Commandments on Mt. Sinai, and led the people 

through the wilderness to the Land of Promise. A parallel between Jesus 

and Moses was a powerful statement of Jesus’s identity.  

With an appreciation of the prophet Moses, we can begin to grasp that, 

for Jesus to adopt a position parallel to Moses is to make a very large claim 

indeed. And in John’s hands, this is what Jesus does. 

A few weeks ago a friend and I sat talking about the state of the world, of 

how our state, our country are faring. We spoke of our concern that the 

wealthy were getting more, while those in need had less than ever. The 

violence in our schools, the lack of affordable medical care, the threatened 

lifting of laws protecting our precious earth, the list of our concerns went on 

and on. My friend bemoaned that there was too much to do and too little 



time to do it. Everything seemed urgent, overwhelming and a bit more than 

hopeless.  

Then the Thai boys’ soccer team came up… for those of you that did not 

hear this story, in Thailand in mid june a boys soccer team and their coach 

became trapped while exploring caves by the sudden and early onset of the 

rainy season. At the time we were talking the team had been discovered, but 

there was as yet no plan on how to get them out, as it involved not only 

walking, but also swimming and diving in the flooded caves and they had 

been trapped for 9 days with very little food. “I can’t tell you how much I 

need those kids to be alright” my friend said, “I need them to all be brought 

safely out of the caves with  their coach. I just need to feel some hope, 

something good in the world right now.”  

I think she needed a sign. A sign that although there seems to be so 

much turmoil right now, a stunning lack of civility both in daily life as well 

as in the political arena here in the U.S. That although there are children 

right here in our own country trapped behind bars, separated from their 

families at our borders, that our country is one of the few wherein people go 

bankrupt from medical debt. Although gun violence continues to destroy 



lives without any foreseeable change in legislation...  that all would be well, 

that we were not alone. 

In today’s scripture one of the ways that the author of John shows Jesus 

and God are one is through using language that the original audience would 

have been familiar with from the prophet of Moses in the book of Exodus. 

The gospel draws a comparison between Jesus and Moses and goes on to 

demonstrate that Moses was a prophet of God and Jesus is God. The text 

opens with Jesus and the disciples withdrawing up the mountain. They 

have gone up the mountain to seek peace and communion with God, as 

Moses did many times at Mt. Sinai.  

Jesus is confronted with a large crowd of hungry people in the 

wilderness, just as Moses was. when Moses needed to feed the people in the 

wilderness he couldn’t do it on his own. He prayed to God and God 

provided manna. When Jesus needed to feed the 5000 he took five loaves 

bread, gave thanks, broke it and gave it to the people and it was enough for 

all. When God spoke to Moses in the burning bush God said, I AM. When 

Jesus spoke to the disciples from the water he said, I AM.  

I understood my friend’s need for the soccer team in Thailand to be 

brought out safely. I understand the need I have heard expressed time and 



again for signs of our world heading in a better direction. That we human 

beings treat one another with dignity, with respect. That violence will come 

to an end, that justice will be wrought, that peace will prevail. So here is the 

Good News, that which keeps me going, the extraordinary Good News 

which can fill our hearts and sustain us when we feel we can go not one step 

further: 

We are not alone. No matter where we see ourselves in this story from 

the Gospel of John...Whether we see ourselves as the crowd: hungry, 

searching for an answer, a sign, someone to believe in, someone to follow, 

someone who will guide us and care for us and protect us. Or whether we 

see ourselves as the disciples, the disciples who do the work, the disciples 

who are at one time both the distributors as well as the recipients of Christ’s 

miracle. The disciples, who are indeed a bridge between Jesus and the 

people. Either way, we are not alone.  

Jesus sees us, in our hunger and feeds us. Jesus sees us when we are 

tired, overwhelmed and frightened and he comes to us “I am,” the great I 

am, the Word who was with God and was God and is God. God calls us to 

do God’s work in the world, to do justice, to love kindness, to walk humbly 

with our God. We are not alone in this our work. Jesus came to us, teaches 



us, leads us and encourage us to be the embodiment of God here on earth in 

a fashion and form which we could understand. Jesus came to feed us, 

strengthens us and remind us to take breaks when we are overwhelmed, to 

practice in our modern speak “self care”, and when we are filled with doubt, 

or overwhelmed with the task that God has entrusted to us, Jesus Christ 

speaks to us still, reminding us who he is. “Ego eimi” I AM from the 

burning bush in the time of Moses, to the rough seas over which the 

disciples sailed I AM “Do not be afraid.”, to us here and now. Jesus comes 

across the fearful, lonely, empty, threatening times and places, and says "I 

am." The "I am" has come to be with us and bring us into the kindom of 

God.  

 

 

 


