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Deep Calls to Deep 

 
INTRO to SCRIPTURE 
 
Psalms 42 and 43 together are a single 
prayer, seeking healing in preparation for a 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 
 
The Psalmist uses the image of water to 
express the deep desire for healing and to 
describe the psalmist’s awe at the wonders 
of creation, which, as the psalmist notes, is 
only exceeded by the wonders of God’s 
love. 
 
We will hear the phrase deep calls to deep.  
The Hebrew word for deep (tehom) is also 
the word used in Genesis 1, when it says 
God’s Spirit moved over the face of the 
deep.  It is from this deep that God calls 
forth life in all its forms – life that God calls 
good. 
 
 
SERMON 
 
About a month ago Jessie Crabtree, our 
office administrator, my husband, Ron, and 
I (along with about 150 other people) 
attended the School of Celtic Consciousness 
in Madison, Connecticut.  The teacher for 
this seminar was John Philip Newell.  John 
Philip is a Scottish Presbyterian minister 
who is a poet and writer and focuses his 
ministry on making people aware of the 
threads of Celtic spirituality that are part of 
the Christian tradition.     
 
 

 
At the heart of his ministry, John Philip 
invites us to pay attention to that which is 
deepest within us – and that which is 
deepest within us is of God.  As Julian of 
Norwich put it –  

We are not just made by God, 
we are made of God. 

 
What is original to us is not sin but blessing 
– a blessing of love from God – that life is 
good.  Indeed, there are times we lose 
touch of this blessing.  We even turn our 
backs on it sometimes; but it is still there 
deep within us.  In a recent interview with 
Rob Bell, John Philip Newell put it this way, 
(robcast.org) 

The good news is not that we have 
 failed or been false.  That is neither good; 

nor is it news.  
 
We are all quite aware of the ways that we 
haven’t lived up to the vision of God’s 
justice and peace.  But the good news is not 
that we are bad.  The good news is that 
Jesus reveals to us the heart of love from 
which we come.  Jesus lifts the veil of 
human aimlessness and sin and reminds us 
of our original blessing. 
 
Baptism is a celebration of that heart of 
love.  It is an opportunity for all of us to 
remember the blessing of our own 
baptisms.  
 
 
 



Being attentive to the holy deep calling to 
our own deepness of spirit requires stillness 
and listening.  That is why we gather each 
week.  The psalmist puts it this way –  
       Be Still and know that I am God. 
 
It is also good practice for growing older.  
Most people hope to live to a ripe old-age, 
but I sometimes find older folk are 
struggling intensely with what they can no 
longer “do.”  We would be wise to practice 
our “being” just as intently through the 
years in preparation for when we may not 
be able to do as much.  We need to learn 
how to simply sit in God’s presence.   
 
We never know when we will hear the deep 
calling to us.  Sometimes it comes in a 
dream, from the mouths of babes, 
invitations from other people, job 
opportunities, response to grief and pain.  
Sometimes it comes when you are just 
driving around your neighborhood. 
 
Many years ago, when I was serving a 
church in Phoenix, I received a phone call 
from a man who said he lived in the 
neighborhood.  Church had not been a part 
of his life, but each time he drove by he felt 
this tug wondering what goes on in that 
church.  He wanted to know what kind of a 
church we were and what it would be like 
to come.  We had a good conversation and 
he did indeed come.   
 
Twenty-five years ago, this November we 
celebrated his baptism. He and his family 
became active participants in our 
congregation.   Many years later he decided 
to attend Andover Newton Theological 
Seminary, where his sister had connections, 
to get a Master of Arts degree.  After 
finishing the degree, he worked as a 
hospice chaplain in central Maine.  Then he 

retired to Brunswick a couple of years ago 
and became a member of this congregation.  
Jim Crary is with us this morning and I’ve 
asked him to lead us in prayer.  Often when 
I’m preparing for baptisms I think of Jim and 
how he responded to the holy deep calling 
to his own deep spirit.  He listened. 
 
 


