
Oct. 27, 2019 
Matthew 6:19-24 
First Parish UCC, Brunswick, ME 
Mary E. Baard 

Heart Treasure 

 
INTRO to SCRIPTURE 
 
This is Reformation Sunday, when the 
church remembers the protests in the 
1500s that led to the development of 
Protestantism.  One of the key movers and 
shakers in that time was Martin Luther, a 
catholic priest who was protesting the 
church’s abuses, including their unethical 
raising of funds through the selling of 
indulgences.   
 
Martin Luther wrote: 
    there are three conversions necessary:  
    the conversion of the heart,  
    the conversion of the mind,  
    and the conversion of the purse. 
The conversion of the purse is often the 
hardest. 
 
You might be surprised to know just how 
much Jesus talked about money, or used 
money as an example to make a point.  A 
lot!  In essence, as we will hear in today’s 
reading, Jesus’ point was,  
         Follow the money.   
         It will tell you where you heart is. 
 
SERMON 
 
How often do you pray over your bank 
statement? Oh God, I wish there was more.   
Oh God, did I really spend that much money 
on that!  Oh God, where are you on this 
page? 
 
Follow the money.  There is your heart. 
 

 
Each year, the leaders of the church do just 
that kind of prayer as we work to develop a 
church budget for the coming year.  In line 
with our church covenant we seek to:  
-Do justice to our staff in our personnel 
commitments. 
-Love kindness in sharing with our 
neighbors through our outreach gifts. 
-Walk humbly with God in our stewardship 
of the buildings we have inherited. 
That covers the big three of a church 
budget - personnel, outreach, and property. 
 
In the last three years we have made 
additional commitments to property 
stewardship and development through our 
capital campaign. In this work we are 
responding to the three themes from the 
recent strategic planning work – 
worshipping, welcoming, witnessing.  So, let 
me connect those themes to the very 
pragmatic work of adapting our buildings. 
 
Worship is at the heart of our life together.  
Through our gifts to the capital campaign 
we have been able to make the front of the 
sanctuary more flexible and accessible.  
There are other adaptations that need 
consideration, but we have made a good 
first step.  We are grateful. 
 
Welcoming happens in many ways and our 
buildings make a difference.  The new 
addition to Pilgrim House was a very 
significant financial commitment that took a 
real leap of faith. I’m glad we took it.  Thank 
you to all those who held firm in the face of 
sticker shock.   



In each generation those leaps of faith are 
necessary.  Yesterday, we had a memorial 
service for Bob Morrell, who, along with his 
father, was instrumental in the building of 
Pilgrim House back in 1955.  We are 
grateful to them and many others for the 
building we put to such good use today. 
 
With this new addition, we now have an 
accessible bathroom in that building along 
with an elevator, which gives access to all 
four levels. Just this week, one of our 
members who uses a rolling oxygen tank 
came to the office to help with a mailing.  
She simply got in the elevator at ground 
level and come up to the first-floor level.  
What a difference! 
 
That new elevator in Pilgrim House was put 
to steady use this summer by the 
maintenance and housekeeping staff as we 
did “attic” and basement cleaning.  When 
you do an upgrade you quickly realize how 
much needs to be cleaned out and 
refurbished.  And so that works continues. 
 
The welcoming effort in Pilgrim House this 
summer also focused on our children in 
ways we hadn’t fully anticipated.  Through 
the creative work of two of our church 
school teachers, Bridgette Hodgkins and 
Erin Scott, the classrooms have been 
transformed and dedicated to church 
school.  The children are so excited by the 
results.  One of them said she would now 
be willing to invite friends to come.  I love 
the new rooms, but the teachers are the 
best and most important thing in each 
room.  They are an answer to prayer.  If you 
haven’t seen the new rooms or met the 
teachers please go over some Sunday and 
say hello. 
 

Another of our strategic plan priorities is 
witnessing.  Over ten years ago we put up a 
“temporary” wall in the parlor in Pilgrim 
House because we needed more office 
space.  As we have been able to move 
offices around, that “temporary” wall has 
come back down.  (Thank you to Mark Wild 
– who put it up and took it down.). What 
does this have to do with witnessing? There 
are many ways we witness in the 
community, but one of them is by providing 
a safe space for people who need support 
from one another.  We have three 
community-wide groups that meet in this 
room each week - a caregiver’s support 
group, an Al Anon Group, and an ACOA 
group (Adult Children of Alcoholics).  They 
are grateful. 
 
Thank you for your gifts to the capital 
campaign and for the ways it helps us to live 
out our ministries of worshipping, 
welcoming, and witnessing.  You are making 
a difference in our congregation and in our 
community. 
 
When a congregation makes such a capital 
campaign commitment, it generally is not 
able to make increases in its annual budget 
commitments and that has been true for us, 
as well.  Our annual budget giving over the 
last four years has remained flat.  When an 
operating budget remains flat, it effectively 
means you are losing ground.   Therefore, 
as you complete your capital campaign 
commitments, we ask you to consider 
making an increase in your commitment to 
the annual budget, so we can continue the 
essential work of worshipping, welcoming, 
and witnessing. 
 
Follow the money.  You will find your heart. 


