
Sunday, February 23, 2020 
Matthew 17:1-9 

Lingering in the Light 
The Rev. Dr. Ron Baard, Acting Dean, Maine School of Ministry 
********************************************************** 
 
It is good to be here with you this last Sunday of the Epiphany season, as we turn towards Lent. 
Please hold our three members in discernment (MIDs) Jessie, Francesco and Danielle in your 
prayers. This morning they are each speaking in various churches across the state in the Maine 
Conference of the United Church of Christ.  
_________________ 
 
On the Text: 
 
The Transfiguration Story appears in all 3 synoptic gospels, and also a short recounting in II 
Peter. 
 
Is this a real event in the life of Jesus? 
 
Or is it more like a vision, or a dream, or pure symbolic imagination? 
 
Or maybe you think like New Testament scholars such as Rudolf Bultman, or James Robinson, 
(New Testament  scholar at Claremont Graduate School), that this is one of many post Easter 
resurrection appearances of  the risen Christ that has been set back in the pre-Easter narrative 
by the gospel writer, to provide the gospel reader with a proleptic experience with who this 
Jesus really is… 
 
Jesus is transfigured –“metamorphosed” in the Greek (think of the cocoon that transforms into 
a butterfly) – and is  radically changed. The close disciples too are enveloped in the bright cloud. 
 
This is the Cloud that echoes Moses experience with God on the mountaintop. 
 
Jesus becomes a dazzling white – note the color – not red or blue – but dazzling white, “white 
as snow, as no fuller on earth can white them”  and Matthew adds “and his face did shine as 
the sun” perhaps to remind us of Moses experience on the mountaintop with God long ago.   
 
The disciples have a mystical experience, and they are brought into the cloud of knowing Jesus’ 
full identity.  The Voice says: 
 
“This is my beloved Son, Listen to Him” 
 
We find Echoes the baptism of Jesus.  
 
This is so enthralling the disciples don’t want to leave; they want to linger there. 



 
“Let us build three booths” say Peter to Jesus. 
 
They want to linger in the light a while longer. 
_________________ 
 
In my professional work for years now in the ministry of education,  I have often had that 
experience of wanting to linger a while longer –  to linger in the light of learning! 
 
The true color for learning is green – so usually the pulpit colors would be White for 
Transfiguration Sunday, but - as you notice - Mary and I have left them Green – for the learning 
process is richly Green! Green is the color of new growth, and Learning is all about new growth. 
 
         A good class session – a good discussion – a group of  learners invested in their learning! 
 
I want to describe to you two areas of teaching and learning that I have been working with this 
year: 
 

I. The Teaching Church Program here at First Parish Church 
II. The Maine School of Ministry  

_________________ 
 
About the Teaching Church here at First Parish Brunswick: 
 
It has been my privilege this year to work with at our church this year --in a teaching learning 
setting— 
 
With three of own church members are now Members in Discernment – Jessie Crabtree, 
Francesco Marshall, and Danielle Keller – seeking to follow their call into ordained ministry in 
the U.C.C.  
 
How to describe to all of you our process of weekly learning together “Reflective Practice”? 
 
We meet most Wednesdays at 10:00 am here at church to share in experiences of ministry 
together in a confidential way.  We try to reflect theologically on these experiences – using 
various approaches to go to the deeper meaning in our ministry experiences.   
 
These three ministers in formation are living Epiphanies in our midst: 
 
Words about Francesco – out today at Windam Hill UCC – Such rich Experience in pastoral care! 
He brings to life the “love kindness” dimension of our Church Covenant. 
 
Words about Jessie – out today at Shorey Chapel UCC near Farmington - A skilled 
communicator and administrator! A very fine preacher! She cares about adult education! 



She brings to life the “walk humbly” dimension of our Church Covenant. 
 
 
Words about Danielle – out today at First Parish Yarmouth UCC – she is a consistent  
advocate for justice!  
She has been sharing the experiences of her recent pilgrimage to the southern border! 
She brings to life the “do justice” dimension of our Church Covenant. 
 
Thank you all for supporting these three Members in Discernment as they serve in ministry here 
and in the wider church! 
 
Thank you for supporting the Teaching Church Program this year at First Parish Church! 
 
__________________________ 
 
About the Maine School of Ministry:  
 
Two days of my work week – on most Mondays and Thursdays – I travel to the offices of the 
Maine Conference United Church of Christ in Augusta to engage some of my work with the 
Maine School of Ministry.  

The Maine School of Ministry currently offers learning and formation for adult students and 
leaders of all backgrounds and callings.  

It seeks to empowers Members in Discernment and Committees on Ministry to find meaningful 
and accessible training for leadership in congregations. 

Through affordable fall and spring classes and a June Intensive class the School is able to: 

• Support spiritual formation 
• Nurture calls to all forms of ministry 
• Equip authorized ministers with quality continuing education 
• Enrich the spiritual and educational lives of seekers 

In addition, as both the vision and mission of MESOM expands, shorter courses are offered in 
collaboration with local churches and other justice seeking organizations here in Maine and 
beyond, so that we may all participate in the joy of learning! 

For example, We are currently offering such a short course here at First Parish in recent weeks! 
Finding Home: Transforming Lives  which I am team teaching with Carol O’Donnell – thank you 
Carol! 
 
I believe Carol, in her compassion for persons experiencing homelessness, is the Harriet 
Beecher Stowe of the 21st Century here at First Parish Church! 



     
        Aside: Please Come to the film about the Community First project in Austin, Texas in 
Fellowship Hall this afternoon at 4:00 p.m. Come and learn with your church friends. This is an 
expanded session of our ongoing class.  
 
Thank you for supporting the Maine School of Ministry this year at First Parish Church! 
 
_________________ 
 
We have lingered a bit together this morning, lingering in the light of the joy of teaching and 
learning in the life of faith, with examples from our own congregation and from the wider 
church. 
 
If you’d like to linger a bit longer on these topics, 
 
Then please consider --- 
 
Coming to the Spirit Matters conversation that Mary and I will be leading in Fellowship Hall 
after the worship service concludes today.  Our topic is:  
 

Theological Education in the 21st Century!   
 
This journey of educational ministry is yours, it is mine,  and it is ours together!  
It is richly green! 
 
Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


