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INTRO to SCRIPTURE 
 
Over two hundred years ago, on Feb. 12, 
Charles Darwin was born.  People are still 
fighting his insights about evolutionary 
development.  In response to those who 
have tried to claim that evolution is 
contrary to religious belief, a group called 
the Clergy Letter Project was formed in 
2004.  A lay person, Michael Zimmerman, 
reached out to clergy of all faiths when a 
local school board in Wisconsin adopted 
anti-evolution policies.   
 
There was such a significant response from 
clergy, supporting the dialogue between 
science and religion, that the local school 
board changed its policy.  Michael then 
decided to go national with this project.   
As the website says,  
The Clergy Letter Project is an endeavor 
designed to demonstrate that religion and 
science can be compatible and to elevate 
the quality of the debate of this issue. 
 
I signed on to this project many years ago 
because as many of you know I’m 
fascinated by religion and science – and the 
dialogue between the two has been 
significant in my own spiritual journey. 
 
This group designates the second Sunday of 
February as Evolution weekend each year 
and the suggested focus for this year is – 
How Science and Religion Can Work 
Together to Deal with the Problems of the 
Climate Crisis. 
 

 
For our text I chose Psalm 8, which 
celebrates life and human’s part in creation. 
 
SERMON 
 
Albert Einstein said, 
     Science without religion is lame.   
     Religion without science is blind.   
 
We can see this is when it comes situation 
that require both a technical and an 
adaptive change.  Some of you are probably 
very familiar with that distinction.  For 
those of you who aren’t -  
Technical change is a change in things. 
Adaptive change is a change in people. 
 
For example, if you are trying to keep track 
of large amounts of data, a computer is a 
great thing for doing that.  However, if you 
give it to a person who hasn’t made the 
adaptation to know how to use a computer 
it is useless.  The person has to adapt with 
new learning. 
 
Many situations require both a technical 
and an adaptive change.  Here’s a simple 
example we deal with all the time.  When 
humans began to learn about germs as a 
source of infection, the technical change 
was to provide a thing – soap – for people 
to wash their hands.  Ironically, even now 
the experts say this is the most important 
thing we can do to prevent the spread of 
the flu and other diseases. 
 
 



The adaptive changes are several. First, to 
remember to wash your hands.  Then, to 
wash them long enough. (Sing Happy 
Birthday twice!)  Some experts suggest in 
the flu season, especially, we should adapt 
to a habit of washing our hands whenever 
we come home from being out in public.   
 
But maybe the hardest adaptive change is 
changing our habit of shaking hands as a 
sign of welcome and respect.  It is hard to 
stop. However, several years ago, our 
congregants with suppressed immune 
systems made me aware of how dangerous 
it is for them when we try to shake their 
hands.  So in flu season we try to adapt to a 
new way of respect – of not shaking hands.  
 
As I’ve said I often keep my hands behind 
my back to help me remember not to 
spread any germs around after 
congregation.  The tragic outbreak of the 
corona virus COVID-19 has reminded us 
that germs now travel around the world in 
just a few weeks. 
 
Dealing with our climate crisis requires both  
technical and adaptive change.  Scientific 
knowledge without spiritual commitments 
will leave us lame.  Spiritual commitments 
without scientific knowledge will leave us 
blind. 
 
We need science to help us with the 
essential technical changes.  But that will 
not be enough.  We can see this from past 
efforts.  Solar panels were around when  
Jimmy Carter was president. He put them 
on top of the White House.  But, as a 
culture, we had not made the adaptive 
changes to prioritize the future health of 
the planet and its peoples, and the next 
president took them down. 
 

Science cannot solve the adaptive changes 
within people that are necessary for the 
health of planet earth which has a still 
increasing population and a clearly 
deteriorating climate.  For adaptive change 
we need spiritual values and commitments.  
We need to deepen our values of  
- Doing justice 
- Loving kindness 
- Walking humbly with God.    

 
Martin Luther King, Jr. said. 
      Science investigates.   
      Religion interprets. 
      Science gives us knowledge…. 
      Religion gives us wisdom…. 
 
What we need most right now is wisdom - 
spiritual wisdom that focuses on communal 
well-being.  The idea that the one with the 
most toys in the end wins is doing damage 
to our spirits and our planet. 
 
Let’s look again at Psalm 8.  (pg. 624 in the 
black hymnal.  We’ll read responsively.) 
 
This psalm can be summed up in one word.   
                WOW! 
It’s the way you feel when you can really 
see the night sky. 
It’s the way you feel when you stand at the 
rim of the Grand Canyon. 
It’s the way you feel when you set at the 
edge of the ocean. 

WOW! 
God thank you for this amazing creation. 
Thank you that I am a part of all this. 
I will work with you.  

WOW! 
 
That kind of awe draws us into the adaptive 
change of not just praying for the earth, but 
praying with the earth. 
 



Yet, there is a word in this psalm that has 
gotten us into trouble over the millenia. 
That word is in verse 6 and is translated as 
dominion.  In Hebrew it means to rule.  In 
the psalm, just as God rules creation we are 
to rule on earth.   
 
The psalmist lived in a time when royal 
language was the norm.  There were no 
democracies.  And there were a lot fewer 
people.  Human activity did not influence 
the whole planet the way it does today.   
 
We know and we confess that over the 
centuries people have often abused this 
language to say that we rule! It’s ours!  
Whatever we want!  God forgive us. 
 
Yet, the psalmist’s language really calls us to 
ask: 
What would God do? 
If we are working with God,  
      who loves all creation,  
            what are we called to do today? 
 
We are called as partners in Christ’s service. 
We are not just to care for the earth. 
We are to care with the earth  
          for the well-being of all creation. 
 
I leave us with a  
          Prayer for the Life of the World  
                  by John Philip Newell. 
 

For the freshness of this new day 
thanks be to you, O God.   

For morning’s gift of clarity  
its light like the first day’s dawn  

thanks be to you.   
In this newborn light  

let us see afresh. 
 
 
 

In this gateway  
onto what has never been before 

 let our soul breathe hope  
(with) the earth  

(with) the creatures  
(with) the human family. 

Let our soul breathe hope. 
 
                  (Praying with the Earth. Pg. 12) 

 


