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Roll Back the Stone 

 
INTRO to SCRIPTURE 
 
Peace be with you! 
Easter Blessings to you all! 
 
As we are relearning every day, Life is what 
happens when you are making other plans. 
We are all adjusting to living and 
worshipping at a distance from one 
another.  Then other things happen.  At the 
beginning of the week, my phone died.  At 
the end of the week, we’ve been without 
power.  I’m reminded how much time and 
energy it took our ancestors just to do daily 
living. 
 
And yet Easter comes – no matter what. 
The date for Easter is connected to the solar 
and lunar calendars.  You go to the spring 
equinox, then to the next full moon, then to 
the next Sunday.  That’s Easter.  Easter, like 
Passover, are intertwined with the coming 
of spring in the northern hemisphere.  Signs 
of new life. 
 
And yet we have snow.  One of my earliest 
memories of Easter is a sunrise service 
where we were standing in the snow 
overlooking the river and watching the sun 
rise over the hills on the other bank.  It was 
awesome.   
 
Today Ron will read the Easter story from 
the gospel of Mark, the first version of 
people’s encounter with the resurrection.  
It tells of the women who went to the tomb 
in grief and came away overwhelmed by 
awe. 

 
SERMON 
 
Roll back the stone. 
 

Something very large and foreboding 
separated the women from attending to 
Jesus’ body.  They couldn’t imagine how 
they would roll it away. 
 
Roll back the stone. 
 

Something incredibly small and foreboding 
is keeping us separated one from the other.  
Some days it’s hard to imagine how we will 
roll the stone of the virus away. 
 
The good news from that first Easter is that 
Jesus is on the loose.  What unexpected and 
awesome news! 
 
The good news from this Easter is that 
staying home is helping to protect people.  
What a counterculture experience! 
Social distancing rolls back the stone. 
 
There was a time when many were ill and 
those who were able secluded themselves 
& their children in their homes and the 
theaters were closed for over a year.  This 
was the time of William Shakespeare over 
400 years ago.  There are references to the 
challenges of epidemics in his writing.   
 
From Romeo and Juliet – 
           a pox on both your houses. 
 
In Macbeth we encounter obsessive hand 
washing – out damn spot. 
 



With all our high-tech developments, our 
basic weapon against this Coronavirus is 
something developed about 5,000 years 
ago – soap.  Soap is an amazing substance 
for which we all have renewed respect.   
Soap rolls back the stone. 
 
Face coverings roll back the stone, 
especially since apparently so many people 
are ill without any symptoms.  By wearing a 
face covering we are protecting others, as 
well as ourselves.  This is a good time to get 
creative in making your coverings.  You 
might want to decorate them.  Also, by 
using cloth coverings, you can wash them – 
with SOAP – and use them again.   
 
While there are been many missteps and 
miss starts from the top down in 
confronting this crisis, it is encouraging to 
see all the grass roots ways that people are 
helping.  Lots of industries are helping all 
around the country.  Right here in 
Brunswick the LL Bean shop in Industrial 
Park is making medical masks using pet bed 
liner material.   They are helping to roll back 
the stone. 
 
Soon many of us will be receiving 
government stimulus checks.  There wasn’t 
time for the government to decide who 
really needs them they are just sending 
them out. Some of us need them 
immediately.   
 
However, if you still have your job, you 
might consider rolling back the stone for 
someone else by sharing your check with 
someone who really needs it. 

• Someone in your family or friend 
network who is an hourly worker 
and has lost their job. 

• Someone who is an hourly worker 
who you have been paying for 

personal services – haircuts, house 
cleaning.  Pay them for not cutting 
your hair. 

• Support your local non-profits who 
are serving those hit hardest. 

• Use your imagination. 
Help roll back the stone. 
 
At that first Eastertide, Jesus’ followers had 
their world turned upside down.  They had 
been devastated by the violent turn of 
events during their Passover celebrations in 
Jerusalem.  They were frightened and 
totally disoriented.  Yet, God rolled back the 
stone.  New life was possible in ways they 
had never imagined. 
 
At this Eastertide, our world has been 
turned upside down.  We are disoriented.  
God calls us to live as resurrection people 
and to participate in rolling back the stone.  
 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! 
 
  
 
 
 


