August 7, 2022
Welcome to worship! We are glad you are with us!
First Parish Church is open to everyone and welcomes participation in the
full life, leadership, and ministry of the Church. We are a diverse
congregation. We welcome persons of any race, gender, ethnic origin,
mental or physical ability, religious tradition, sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, and economic circumstance. We affirm that the
love of Christ for each person knows no bounds.

WELCOME

PRELUDE

Rev. John Allen

"Tricinium" from Partita on Ein Feste burg
Dr. Jane Hagness, organ

Michael D. Costello

CALL TO WORSHIP

Kevin Hart

God we gather at your table, with friends old and new.
This table is our refuge, where we are welcomed away from the storms of life.
God we gather at your table, to meet Christ our savior and our friend.
This is a table of nourishment, where we are restored and renewed.
Holy One, meet us once again at this table.
Send us from this refuge with spirits strengthened to love and serve.
**HYMN

O God, Our Help in Ages Past

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation to the Table
Communion Prayer
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Sharing of the Bread and Cup
These are the gifts of God
for the people of God.
Through the broken bread
we participate in the body of Christ.
Through the cup of blessing
we participate in the new life Christ gives.

Bold text = Please join us in voice!

** = Please rise as you are able

NCH #25

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Wondrous God, we give you thanks for the ways you feed our deep hungers
with living bread, and refresh us for the journey of life and ministry with you.
As you have blessed us in this meal, may we be a blessing to one another and
all creation. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING

SERMON

Psalm 46

“Refuge and Strength”

Martha Kittle

Rev. John Allen

MOMENT OF SILENCE

**HYMN

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

NCH #439

PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE (Whelpton)
Hear our prayer, O God, hear our prayer, O God;
Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace.
INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Rev. John Allen
Riversong
Summer Singers

Roger Emerson

Shule a roon* away to waters by the sea; it's a churning, yearning river!
You can cast your burdens there upon the glass; just a skip of a polished pebble.
Dreamers, lovers, listen, sweetly; Let the waters wash away your tears.
Poets, seekers, listen, keenly: Wonder not, your course is set by God!
Sing and dance! Do a reel to the tune of a babbling tale.
Do you heal to the tune of a babbling tale? Let your heart be glad.
Let the song of the river take you away! Don't let the sun set on hearts of stone.
Turn to the river of life. Wisdom of nature is true to God.
Be it river or tree sets you free! Go with a heart full of grace.
Come now, sing and dance! Do a reel to the tune of a babbling tale.
Do you heal to the tune of a babbling tale? Let your heart be glad.
Let the song of the river take you away! Dance to the tune; sing to the moon;
Aye, shule aroon; oh, shule aroon.
Let the river take you!
*Irish -- Come with me my love

**OFFERTORY RESPONSE (Old Hundredth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.
**PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Rev. John Allen

LIFE OF THE CHURCH

**HYMN

Kevin Hart

Be Still, My Soul

NCH #488

**BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

“Fughetta” from Partita on Ein Feste burg
Dr. Jane Hagness, organ

Michael D. Costello

Today’s flowers are given by Ruth and Wayne
Thibodeau in loving memory of their parents:
Frank and Kitty Woods and Paul and Irene Thibodeau

Please join us for coffee hour following today’s service!
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CHURCH CONTACTS:
CHURCH LEADERS
2021-2022
Church Council
Laura Lee
council@firstparish.net

Deacons
Valerie Ricker

Finance
Randall Anderson

STAFF
Rev. John Allen – Senior Pastor - jallen@firstparish.net
Francesco Marshall - Minister of Pastoral Care - fmarshall@firstparish.net
Dr. Jane Hagness - Minister of Music - jhagness@firstparish.net
Bridgette Hodgkins – Children & Youth Ministry Leader - bhodgkins@firstparish.net
Sarah Mills - Office Administrator - office@firstparish.net
Jared Morneau - Worship Broadcaster - jmorneau@firstparish.net
CHURCH SCHOOL STAFF
Jocelyn Hooydonk - Infant & Toddlers
Erin Scott - Preschool-Kindergarten
Teri Gill – Grades 1-4
Bridgette Hodgkins – Grades 5-7

SUNDAY SERVICE
Fred Dickey - Opener
Liz Newman and Ruth Thibodeau – Greeters
Ruth Thibodeau and Doreen Siddell – Coffee Servers

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Hospitality Volunteers Needed!
Are you looking for a fun and rewarding way to help at church while getting to know others? The
hospitality committee prepares and hosts the receptions following memorial services or other
events. We are in need of people who would be willing to help occasionally with the setup, serving,
and/or clean-up as well as people who might just enjoy baking cookies or other treats. Please
contact the church office if you are interested and indicate if there are particular ways you would
like to help. Yes, men are definitely welcome!
Calling All Summer Singers!
Have you been interested in singing in the choir but have had a conflict on Wednesday evenings, or
it has been a scheduling challenge to commit to a whole season, or you have wanted to dip your toe
in to see if you like choir? Summers Singers is the answer for you. For all those interested in
Summer Singers, we will meet at 8:45 in the sanctuary to learn an anthem that we will offer in
worship. Summer Singers will be available on 8/7 and 8/14. More dates in August may be
offered. Hope to see and hear you Sunday at 8:45!
Have an item for the Sunday bulletin, Friday newsletter, or Life of the Church?
Be sure to email your proposed announcement to our Office Administrator, Sarah Mills, at
office@firstparish.net by 5pm on Wednesday so it can be included in that week’s messaging!
Are you looking for a way to deepen your spiritual journey? Perhaps a book from Ann's
Spirituality Library, our lending library in the parlor of Pilgrim House, might be helpful. You
can check out any book using the notebook on the left side of the bookshelf.
Sanctuary Archive Exhibit: Our longest serving pastor, Dr. George E. Adams, 1829-1870.
Vestry Display: Music Ministry at First Parish

