
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to worship! We are glad you are with us! 
 

First Parish Church is open to everyone and welcomes participation in the 
full life, leadership, and ministry of the Church. We are a diverse 
congregation. We welcome persons of any race, gender, ethnic origin, 
mental or physical ability, religious tradition, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, and economic circumstance. We affirm that the love 
of Christ for each person knows no bounds. 

 
April 28, 2024 



WELCOME  Rev. Francesco Marshall 

PRELUDE Intermezzo op 118 no. 2 
Frank Douglass, piano 

Johannes Brahms 

LIFE OF THE CHURCH  Kevin Hart 

PRAYER   
Creator God, you design our celestial nights with planets and stars 
reminding us you are there. Your light, even in the darkest of nights, shines 
a light of assurance. We honor the covenant made with our ancestors, 
always present throughout time, in the night skies. May your light, in Jesus 
Christ, shine in us always. Amen 

**HYMN Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works NCH #3 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT  Jean Bass 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS   
Today we welcome into membership Andrew Eppich and Colleen Staatz, 
Anthony and Nancy Mastromarino, and Barbara and John Norton. 

OUR COVENANT      
 

 We promise to do justice; 
        Following in the way of Jesus, 
        we seek to act on our deep respect 
        for the sacredness of each individual 
        and of all creation. 
We promise to love kindness; 
        Inspired by the Spirit, 
        we vow to forgive often, 
        and to sustain one another 
        through life’s challenges, joys, and sorrows. 
We promise to walk humbly with God; 

Through worship, prayer, and service, 
we journey together with the Living God 
whose power is revealed— 
and yet to be revealed— 
in each of us and in all of us. 

Bold text = Please join us in voice!  ** = Please rise as you are able 



SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 15:1-6; 12-18 Todd Rider 

SERMON “Written in the Stars” Rev. Francesco Marshall 

MOMENT OF SILENCE    

**HYMN Praise to the Living God NCH #8 

PRAYERS  Rev. John Allen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE (Whelpton)   
Hear our prayer, O God, hear our prayer, O God; 
Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 

EARTHCARE MOMENT  Becky Halbrook 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  Rev. Francesco Marshall 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Creator of the Stars of Night 
Dr. Jane Hagness, organ 

Richard Warner 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**OFFERTORY RESPONSE (Old Hundredth)     
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

**PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

**HYMN Be Now My Vision NCH #451 

**BENEDICTION  Rev. Francesco Marshall 

POSTLUDE Light of Lights, Lord of Lords 
Dr. Jane Hagness, organ 

Tom Birchwood  

 

Please join us for coffee hour following today’s service! 
 

Permission for Facebook broadcast under ONE LICENSE #A-723143 

First Parish Church 
9 Cleaveland Street, Brunswick, ME 
www.firstparish.net   (207) 729-7331 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymns reproduced by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-723143 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymns reproduced by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-723143 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymns reproduced by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-723143 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHURCH CONTACTS: 
 

CHURCH LEADERS 
 2023-2024 

 

Church Council 
Ted Wickwire 

council@firstparish.net 

Deacons 
Mark Patrick 

Finance 
Susan Weddle 

 
 

STAFF 
 Rev. John Allen – Senior Pastor - jallen@firstparish.net 

Rev. Francesco Marshall – Associate Pastor - fmarshall@firstparish.net 
Dr. Jane Hagness - Minister of Music - jhagness@firstparish.net 

Bridgette Hodgkins – Children & Youth Ministry Leader - bhodgkins@firstparish.net 
Sarah Mills - Office Administrator - office@firstparish.net 

Julie Crofts – Finance Administrator – finance@firstparish.net 
Jared Morneau - Worship Broadcaster - jmorneau@firstparish.net 

 
CHURCH SCHOOL STAFF 

Jocelyn Hooydonk - Infant & Toddlers 
Danielle Moody - PreK-Kindergarten 

Gwen Roberge – Grades 1-4 
Bridgette Hodgkins – Grades 5-7 

Melissa Moody - Assistant 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
Fred Dickey - Opener 

Hector Casas and Mark Wild – Greeters 
Nancy and Marty Damiani – Coffee Servers 

 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The memorial service for Hilda Wiley will be held in the Sanctuary today at 2pm 
with a reception to follow at St. John’s Community Center on Pleasant Street. All are 
invited to attend. 
 

Have an item for the Sunday bulletin, Friday newsletter, or Life of the Church? 
Be sure to email your proposed announcement to our Office Administrator, Sarah Mills, at 
office@firstparish.net by 5pm on Wednesday so it can be included in that week’s messaging! 
 

Ann's Spirituality Library:  Reading outside while listening to birds is magical and, 
undoubtedly, good for one's health.  Our lending library in the parlor of Pilgrim House has such a 
wonderful array of books from which to choose.  Why wait a minute more? 
 

Sanctuary Archive Display: March 1846 Dedication of our Sanctuary and Re-Hanging of     
our 1843 Clock 

 

Vestry Display: First Parish Church’s EarthCare Team 

Give Electronically 
The ministry and mission of First Parish Church is made possible by 
the offerings of our members and friends. To make an offering with a 
credit or debit card, please scan this QR code with your smartphone. 
Gifts of cash and check will be collected during the Offering.  

 
 


